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APPENDIX.

L (p. 51.)â€”The materials for the narrative now under the reader l

observation are derived from Luther's letters and other works, Me-

lancthon's Life of Luther, Seckendorf, &c.

II. (p. 59.)â€”The reader who is desirous of studying the contro-

versy at Leipzig, is referred, besides Luther's own works, to Riederer,

Nachricht zur Kirchengeschichte, MenzeL, Neuere Geschichte der

Dentschen, (vol. i.); Hagenbach, Vorlesungen, (vol. i.); Huber, Vita

Mart. Lutheri; Gretschel, Leipzig, und seine umgebungen, &c. &c.

HE. (p. 60.)â€”He was exceedingly violent in his language against

his adversaries in the writings he sent forth at this time. Eck is a

miserable upstart, puffed up with wind, a glorianus, a gloriensis, a

gloriosus; the Lipsians, asses with doctors' caps on their heads; Alfeld,

who had asserted the supremacy of the pope in a book, " Super

Apostolica Sede," is a bull in head, face, and mouth.â€”Audin

IV.â€”The Ciceronians of the pontifical court, the Sadoletis, &c.,

had called all their learning, all their literature into requisition in

drawing up the bull of Leo X. Their fine invocation to all the

suints to stand forward against Luther, at once calls to mind the

famous peroration of Cicero's speech, De signis, in which he adjures

all the gods to come and testify against Yerres, who has outraged

their altars. Unfortunately, the pope's secretaries, more intent upon

the rhetorical forms of antiquity than upon the history of the church,

did not perceive that they were evoking against Luther precisely

the apostle on whom he relied as against them. Ex surge, tuquoquc,

qvasumus, PauUe, qui Ecclesiam tua doctrina illustrasti. Surgit

norms Porphyrius (Luther opera lot. ii. 52.)

Leo X. while condemning in this bull Luther's books, once more

offered him a safe conduct to Rome, and promised to pay his ex-
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The universities of Louvain and Cologne approved of the pope's bull,

and accordingly drew upon themselves Luther's attacks. He charged

them with unjustly condemning Ockham, Pico de la Mirandula

Lorenzo Valla, John Keuchlin. "To weaken the authority of these

universities," says Cochlaeus, "he was constantly assailing them, even

in the books he read, writing in the margin of any of them, when he

came across a barbarism or an ill-turned sentence: lovanialiter (a

Louvain phrase)â€”coloniuliter (a Cologne phrase.)

V. (p. 64.)â€”The next day he preached against the bull, pursuant

to notice. The church was crowded. " I burned yesterday," said

he, " the Satanic works of the popes. It would have been better had

it been the pope himself we had burned, I mean the pontifical see.

If you do not break off with Rome, woe to your souls! Let every

Christian well reflect that in holding communion with the papists he

renounces his eternal salvation. Abomination on the modern Baby-

lon !â€”While I have a breath in my body, I will cry, abomination!"

â€”Audin.

VI. (p. 80.) The following is the original of this noble hymn,.

The translation appended is derived from Fraser's Magazine: '

" Ein' feste Burg ist unser Gott,

Ein' gute Wehr und Waffen.

Er hilft uns frei aus aller noht,

Die uns jetzt hat betroft'en.

Der alt bose Feind

Mit Ernst er's jetzt meint;

Gross' Macht und viel List

Sein' grausam Rustung ist'.

Auf Erd' ist nicht seins' Gleichen.

" Mit unser Macht ist nichts gethan,

A\'ir sind gar bald velohren ;

Es streit fur uns der rechte Mann,

Den Gott selbst hat erkoren.

Fraest du, wer er ist ?

Er heisst Jesus Christ,

Der Ilerr Zebaoth;
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Und ist kein andrer Gott,

Das Feld muss er behalten.

" Und wenn die "Welt voll Teufel wiir,

Und wollt uns gar verschlingen,

So furchten wir uns nicht so sihr,

Es soil uns doch gelingen;

Der Fiirst dieser welt,

AVie sau'r er sich stellt,

Thut er uns doch nichts;

Das Macht, er ist gericht't.

Ein Wortlein kann ihn fallen.

aa2
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" Das Wort sie sollen lassen stehn,

Und kcin Dank darzu haben;

Er ist bel uns wohl auf dem Plan

Mit seinem Geist und Gaben.

Nehm'n sie uns den Leib,

Gut, Ehr, Kind und Weib,

Lass fahren dahin,

Sie haben kein Gewinn ;

Das Reich muss uns doch bleiben.

TRANSLATION.

" A safe stronghold our God is still,

A trusty shield and weapon;

He'll help us clear from all the ill

That hath us now o'ertaken.

The ancient prince of hell

Hath risen with purpose fell,

Strong mail of craft and power

He weareth in this hourâ€”

On earth is not his fellow.

" With force of arms we nothing can,

Full soon were we down-ridden;

But for us fights the proper Man,

Whom God himself hath bidden.

Ask ye, Who is this same ?

Christ Jesus is his name,

The Lord Zeboath's Son,

He and no other one,

Shall conquer in the battle.

" And were this world all devils o'er,

And watching to devour us,

We lay it not to heart so sore,

We know they can't o'erpower us.

And let the prince of ill

Look grim as e'er he will,

He harms us not a whit,

Generated on 2013-02-20 10:11 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015021556645
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

For why ? His doom is writâ€”

A word shall quickly slay him.

u God's word, for all their craft an J force,

One moment will not linger,

But, spite of hell, shall have its course,

'Tis written by his finger.

And though they take our life,

Goods, houses, children, wife,

Yet is their profit small,

These things shall vanish all,

The city of God remaineth."
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VII. (p. 82.)â€”The various sources consulted in the preparation

of the following narrative of the proceedings, before the Diet of

Worms, are, Luther's own works, the account given by Gospard

Ulemberg, Cochlscus, Melancthon's Life of Luther, Rescue's Life

und Pontificate of Leo X. &c. &c.

VIII. (p. 103.)â€”Several German versions of the Bible had

already been published at Nuremberg, in 1477, 1483, 1490; and at

Augsburg, in 1518; but they were not adapted for popular reading.

" They were not permitted to be read," says Seckendorf, " and were

in themselves wholly unsatisfactory, as well with reference to style

as to the manner in which they were printed."

Before the end of the 15th century, Germany possessed at least

twelve editions of the Bible, in the vernacular tongue, while in Italy

there were only two, and in France only one. [" Giacomo de Vo-

ragine," says M. Audin, " bishop of Genoa, and author of the Golden

Legend, translated the Bible into Italian towards the close of the

13th century. Another version was made at Venice about 1421, by

a Camaldolese monk, Nicoli Malermi, or Malerbi; there were nine

editions of this translation printed in the 15th century, and twenty

in the following century. There was another version by Fra Guido;

and in 1530, Brucioli published another translation. In France,

Jean Lefevre published a translation of the Bible, at Etaples, in

1523."]

The adversaries of the Reformation themselves contributed to

augment the number of Bibles in the vulgar tongue. Jerome Emser,

for instance, published a translation of the Scriptures in opposition to

that by Luther. Luther's own version was not completed until 1534.

The Institute of Canstein, in Halle, alone printed, in the space of

a hundred years, two million Bibles, a million New Testaments,

and as many Psalters. (Ukert, ii. 339.)

" I was twenty years old," says Luther himself, " before I had

ever seen the Bible. I had no notion that there existed any other

gospels or epistles than those in the service. At last, 1 came across a

Bible in the library at Erfurt, and used often to read it to Dr.

Staupitz, with still increasing wonder." (Tischreden, 255.)

Generated on 2013-02-20 10:12 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015021556645
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

" Under popery, people knew nothing about the Bible. Carlstadt

did not begin to read it till after he had got his doctor's degree,

about eight years since." (Tischreden, 6.)

" At the Diet of Augsburg, the bishop of Mayence one day took

up the Bible. One of his people coming up to him, said: ' Gracious

lord, what is your electoral grace doing with this book ?' I don't know

what book it is,' replied he, ' all I know is that what I have been read-

ing in it is clear against us.' Dr. Usinger, an Augustine monk, who

was my preceptor at the convent of Erfurt, used to say to me when

he saw me reading the Bible with such ardour: " Ah, brother Martin,

why trouble yourself with the Bible ? Bather read the ancient
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doctors who have collected together for you all its marrow an ]

honey. The Bible itself is the cause of all our troubles." (Tisch. 7.)

Selneccer, a contemporary with Luther, relates that the monks

seeing Martin very busily engaged with the Holy Scriptures,

grumbled at him, saying that it was not in occupying himself that

way, but in begging and collecting bread, meat, fish, eggs, and

money, that he must be useful to their community."

" formerly, the times were not favourable for study; the heathen

Aristotle was held in such honour, that any one who should have

ventured to say a word against him would have been condemned nt

Cologne as a heretic. Not that they understood Aristotle, as how

should they, seeing that the sophists had thrown such a veil of

mystification over him. I remember a monk, preaching on the sub-

ject of the Passion, puddled about for more than two hours in this

question : Whether is quality in reality distinct from substance f and

by way of illustration he said : * My head may pass through this hole,

but the bigness of my head cannot pass through it.'" (Tisch. 15.)

" The monks despised such among them as had any pretensions

to learning. The brotherhood in my convent used to snarl at me

for studying : ' What should you be different from us for f' asked

thev. Sic mihi, sic tibi: saccumper naccum (with sack round the

neck, go begging as we do). They made no sort of distinction

among people." (Tisch. 272.)

" Formerly even the most learned of our doctors could not, I

will not say compose merely, but even read, a Latin speech. They

mixed up with their Latin, such as it was, all sorts of words, not

German or anything else." (Tisch. 15.)

This ignorance on the part of the clergy was general throughout

Europe. In 1530, a French monk said from the pulpit: ' They

have found out a new language, called Greek; we must carefully

guard ourselves against it. That language will be the mother of

all sorts of heresies. I see in the hands of a great number of per-

sons a book written in this language, called the New Testament: it

is a book full of brambles with vipers in them. As to the Hebrew,

whoever learns that becomes a Jew at once." (Sismondi, H. des
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Francais, xvi. 364.)

VLÂ» (page 113.)â€”On the 3rd of December, 1521, during the

celebration of divine service in the parish church at Wittemberg,

a number of young men rose up at a given signal, and, while some

of them drawing their knives, cut up the mass-books, the rest vio-

lently ejected the priest from the church. Some of these young

men wero arrested, but the senate was obliged to dismiss them

again, on the demand of a great crowd who surrounded the senate

house.... Carlstadt was foremost among the revolters against au-

thority. On Christmas day, he utterly threw aside the accustomed

forms and shortly afterwards putting in practice the theory of bis
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pupil Martin, married a woman of equivocal character, and drew

up a mass to be celebrated on the occasion of future marriages of

persons situated like himself. The disorder extended itself to various

parts of Germany.â€”Audin.

VII. (''p. 114.)â€”The three men who assumed a more prominent

position among these prophets were Mark Stubner, a man of con-

siderable literary ability; Nicholas or Claus Storch, of Zwichau,

a tailor; and Munzer formerly pastor of Alstet or Alstaedt, in

Thuringia.â€”Audin.

VIII. (" p. 116.)â€”No longer subject to the influence of the

searching eyes now hidden by the walls of Wartburg, the flock at

Wittemberg, or at least some of the more daring disciples, deter-

mined to sound the mystery of the Lutheran idea. This was to be

expected; they treated Luther as he had treated authority, they

returned him doubt for doubt, abrogation for abrogation, and sought

to separate from him in virtue of the very principle which he had

himself asserted.â€”Audin.

IX. (p. 116.)â€”"What," asks Arnold, "what had Luther to

reproach Carlstadt with ? He had married a wife, indeed, but Luther

had inculcated marriage. He had taken violent measures against

the mass ; but how many times had not Luther denounced the

mass as an invention of the devil! He had overthrown images, but

more than once, even from Wartburg itself, Luther had thundered

against them."â€”Audin.

X. (p. 116.)â€”" Luther," it isM. Audin who speaks: " Luther was

now undergoing the penalty for his revolt against authority; around

him, he saw nothing but deception, doubt, scepticism ; the glove he

had cast down against authority was now thrown at him by his own

people, and he was compelled to accept the challenge. It must have

been a solemn si?ht to have looked upon him as he sat at his window

in the castle at Wartburg, his mental eye fixed upon the tempest

at Wittemberg, which even his powerful voice could not reach, and

murmuring painfully forth his songs of grief and despondency at

seeing himself abandoned by his disciples, by his old master.

' Rods, rods!' he cries, ' for the mutinous school-boys, who, defying
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their master, are tearing up their books.' The scholars reply coolly :

' It is written in St. Matthew, neither be ye called masters. â€”'Direct

Carlstadt to spare the images. Carlstadt replies: ' Thou shalt not

make unto thyself any graven image?â€”'Baptize that infant,'he en-

joins Didymus; but Didymus answers: ' He that believes and is

baptized, the same shall enter into the kingdom of heaven. Very true,

but this infant does not believe!'â€”' Read, poor wretch, read what

the church tells thee ;' and Carlstadt, and Didymus, and Storch answer

in chorus. ' Pope! know you not there is no authority but that of

the Bible, no light but that of the Holy Ghost; 'tis to these we
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adhere.' ' You shall not see the face of the Lord!' exclaims Luther,

>nd the prophets laugh him in the face."

XI. (p. 120.) By an order of the elector, Munzer and his ad-

herents were directed to quit the electorate forthwith. Munzer

made his hostile adieu to Luther like a regular Parthian, turning

round and hurling at him a tract in which he mode Martin out to

be Satan. Carlstadt, on taking his departure, exclaimed : ' Con-

demned by my own people, without having been heard.'â€”Audin.

XII. (p. 122.)â€”Charitable exhortation of doctor Martin Luther

to all Christians, that they preserve themselves from the spirit of dis

order and revolt. (1524.)

"... In the first place, I pray you to lay aside mv name, and no

longer to call yourselves Lutherans, but Christians. Who is Luther

or what ? My doctrine comes not from myself. I have not been

crucified for the world. St. Paul desired the people (1 Cor. iii.)

not to call themselves Paulians, or Peterians, but Christians.

How then would it become me, poor scum of the earth, to give my

name to the children of Christ ? Cease, dear friends, to assume these

party names; let us lay them all aside, and call ourselves Christians,

after him from whom our doctrine proceeds.

" It is just and right, indeed, that the papists should have a party

name, because they do not content themselves with the doctrine and

name of Jesus Christ, but desire, moreover, to be papists. Well, let

them belong to the pope, who is their master. I neither am nor de-

sire to be the master of one. I and mine simply wish to maintain

the one and common doctrine â€” our one and common master."

(Werke, ii. 4.)

XIII. (p. 122.)â€”The reader, if he desires to investigate the move-

ment of ideas in Germany in 1522, mav consult, among other books :

Ulrichi de Hutten, Equitis Germ. Ad Carolum Imp. adversus in-

tentatam sibi a Homanistis vim et injuriam. Conquestio ejusdem

ad Albertum Brandenburgensera, et Fredericum, Saxonum Ducem.

De Interdata esu carnum. Epistola Apologetica Erasmi, Hot. Pas-

quilus, sive Dialogus de Statu Romano.

XrV. (p. 123 )â€”Assertio Septem Sacramentorum adversus Mar-
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tinum Luterum. The first edition of the book appeared in London,

In JEdibus Pynsonianis, 1521. It was reprinted at Antwerp, in

1522. (In jEdibus Michaelis Hillenii.)

XV. (p. 123.)â€”At the same time that he so fiercely maltreated

Henry VIII. and the princes, he passed all bounds in his attacks

upon the holy see. His reply to the brief of pope Adrian VI. con-

cludes thus: " I am sorry to be obliged to write so much good Ger-

man upon this miserable kitchen-Latin of theirs. But God wills to

confound antichrist in all things, leaving him nothing wnatoverâ€”

PDF Compressor Pro

APPENDIX. 361

art, learning, or language; he may really be said to be a mere

drivelling idiot, quite in his second childhood. It is a shame to

address us Germans in such wretched Latin, to present to people in

their ordinary senses so bald and absurd an interpretation of the

Scriptures." (1523.)

We take the following from Luther's preface to his observations

upon two bulls, wherein Clement II. announced the celebration of

the jubilee for 1525.

" . . . . The pope says in his bull, that he will open Me golden gate.

We have for many a long year opened all our gates in Germany, but

the Italian swindlers don't bring us back a farthing of the money

they have robbed us of by their indulgences and dispensations, and

other inventions of the devil. Worthy pope Clement, all your

smooth words wont serve your turn here. We buy no more of your

indulgences, rely upon that. Dear golden gate, beloved bulls, return

whence you came; get the Italians to pay you. We, who know

your true value, wont have you at any price. We here feel,

thanks be to God therefore, that all they who hear and believe in

the Holy Gospel, hold jubilee every hour of the year. . . . Dear pope,

what think you we want with your bulls ? Spare your lead and

your parchment; they are quite thrown away upon us." (VVerke,

jx. 204.)

" I should like to make the pope and his cardinals into a bundle,

and throw them all together, into that little ditch of a Tuscan sea of

theirs. "lis a bath would do them good, I'll answer for it, and so

will Jesus."

" My little Paul, my little pope, my little donkey, take care how

you go; it's very slippery. If you don't mind, you'll fall and break

a leg or so, and then the folks will say : What the devil's thisâ€”why

the poor popelet has hurt himself!"

Explanation of the Monk-calf, and of two horrible Popish Mon-

sters found in the Tiber, at Rome, in 1496. Published at Friburg,

in Misnia, 1523, by P. Melancthon and Martin Luther.â€”" At all

times, God has manifested, as with his finger, his anger and his mercy,

and by miraculous signs announced to men the overthrow, the ruin,
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or the splendour of empires, as we see in Daniel, viii.

" During the pestilential domination of popery, he multiplied

these signs of anger, and, but recently, has, in that horrible figure of

the pope-ass, found in the Tiber, given so exact a representation of

the papacy, that no human hand could have traced a closer resem-

blance.

" And first, there is the ass's head, which so well indicates the

pope. The church is a spiritual body, which can rightly have no

visible head or other member, but only Christ himself as Mediator,

Lord, and Master. The Holy Scriptures illustrate by the ass. an

irregular and carnal life, Exodus, xiii. And just as the brain of an
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ass differs from the intellect of man, so is the papal doctrine remote

from the doctrine of Christ. Thus, ass's head, according to the

Scripture, ass's head, according to the interpretation of natural law,

and the light of reason, as is shown by the imperial priests, who say,

a mere canonist, a mere ass.

" The right hand resembling the foot of an elephant, signifies the

spiritual power of the pope, wherewith he bruises and breaks trem-

bling consciences, in like manner as the elephant seizes, tears, and

crushes its victims. For is popery anything else than a murderous

immolation of consciences, by means of confession, vows, celibacy,

masses, feigned penitence, indulgence-trickstering, the superstitious

worship of saints ; as Daniel says : He shall kill the saints.

" The left hand of a man, means the political power which the

pope has arrogated, despite Christ's prohibition (Luke, xxii.) ; but

which antichrist has seized upon, by help of the devil, in order to

make himself master of kinjrs and princes.

" The right foot ending in a bull's hoof, means the spiritual mem-

bers of popery. The bajuli w ho aid and assist in the oppression of

men's souls; the catholic doctors, preachers, confessors, the mob of

monks and nuns, and above all, the scholastic theologians, that race

of vipers, who insinuate and filter into the people the prescripts and

ordinances of popery, and chain down consciences captive beneath

the foot of the elephant; the verv basis and foundation of papism,

which without them would never nave been able to subsist as long as

it has. For what does the scholastic theology comprehend but in-

sane, wild, foolish, execrable, Satanic, maddening dreams, monk.*'

reveries, of no use but to trouble, fascinate, set to sleep, and destroy

men's souls ?

" The left foot that of a griffin, indicates the ministers of the

pope's temporal powerâ€”namely, the canonists. When the griffin

has got a victim in its claw, it keeps good hold of it; in the same

way, these satellites of the pope, when, by means of their long

canonical hooks, they have clawed hold of our property, take

care not to let it go again.

" The breast of a woman means the papal corpsâ€”that is to say,
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the cardinals, bishops, priests, monks, the saints, and martyrs of the

Roman calendar, the whole race of roaring lions and Epicurean pigs,

who go about seeking what they may devour, eating and swilling,

and snamelessly indulging in all sorts of filthy obscenity.

" Fishes' scales on the arms, feet, and neck, indicate the temporal

princes and lords who obey this domination, united and folding

over popery as the scales upon fish, though they know well enough

the monstrous sins of popery, its horrible tyranny.

The head of an old man partly attached to the left thigh, implies the

old age, the decline and fall of the papal kingdom. And, thank

God, the base farce is well nigh over!
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" The eyes full of adultery, and the heart full of avarice: these

sons of malediction have abandoned the right path to follow Balaam;

they will realize the reward of their iniquity."

XYT. (p. 129.)â€”" It is not surprising that our princes should

merely see what they can get out of the new gospel as present

profits. They are the mighty hunters of old revived. The light

come upon us, enables us to see the world as it really is: the king-

dom of Satan." (1524.)

XVII. (p. 130.)â€”Already depression and discouragement begin

occasionally to manifest themselves in Luther's writings. This

same year, 1523, in August, we find him writing thus to the impe-

rial lieutenants, at the diet of Nuremberg: " It appears to me, also,

that by the terms of the imperial mandate, issued in March last, I

ought to be relieved from the ban and excommunication formerly

directed against me, until the sitting of the next council; other-

wise I do not understand what can be the meaning of the postpone-

ment, of which special mention is made in the said mandate ; for 1,

on my port, consent to observe the conditions on which that post-

ponement is granted However, it matters very little. My

life is of small importance to myself or to any one ehe. The world

has had enough of me, and I of it. But at least, dear lords, take

pity on the poor people; it is in their name I entreat you to listen

to me." ... He proceeds to request that they would execute with

leniency the imperial edict relative to the punishment of clergymen

who should marry or quit their respective orders.

XVin. (p. 138.)â€”As soon as Luther felt the necessity of intro-

ducing somewhat of order and regularity into the new church, when

he found himself called upon every day to act as judge in matri-

monial causes, to decide upon questions affecting the relationship

of the church with the laity, he began to study the canon law.

" In this marriage matter," he writes, on the 30th March, 152?

" which I mentioned to you had been brought before me, I decided

according to the pope's own decretals. I have begun to read the

regulations of the papists on these and similar subjects, and I find

that they do not themselves observe them." ...." I would give my
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left hand to have the papists compelled to carry out their canon

law; they would then be fiercer against it than against Luther". .

" The decretals resemble a monster ; the head that of a young giri,

the body that of a devouring lion, the tail that of a serpent. They

ore all lies and deception from beginning to endâ€”just like popery

altogether." (Tischreden, p. 277.)

XIX. (p. 138.)â€”Instructions to the Minister at Wittembenr.

Dismiss all unworthy priests. Abrogate all venal masses and vigils.

In the morning, instead of a mass Te Deum, a reading, and briel

exhortation. In the afternoon, reading and commentary; after
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supper, compline. Let only one mass be celebrated, and that merely

on Sundays and festivals." (Briefe, 19th August, 1523.)

In 1520, he published a catechism. Ten years later, however, he

sent forth another, in which he only retained baptism and communion.

Confession was omitted, the penitent being called upon instead tc

have frequent recourse to the experience of their minister, in the waj

of advice.

In order to relieve ministers from dependence on the civil authority,

he was in favour of retaining tithes. " It seems to me," he writes on

the 15th of June, 1524, " that tithes are the fairest thing in the

world. Would to God that, all other taxes being abolished, there only

remained tenths, or even ninths or eighths! Why, the Egyptians

gave only a fifth, and yet their priests managed to live very well. We,

forsooth, can't live upon tenths; but then we are heavily laden with

charges."â€”"All ministers and preachers who conduct themselves

discreditably, should be at once deposed and imprisoned. The elector.

has resolved to build a prison for such offenders.". . . . The doctor

afterwards spoke of John Sturm, whom he had often visited when

confined in the castle of Wittemberg, and who persisted in his belief,

that Christ died only by way of example. He was, in consequence

of his obstinacy, removed to the castle of Schwnitz, where he died.'

(Tischreden, 196.) Luther said that the anabaptists ought not to be

punished with death, unless they coupled sedition with their religious

errors. (lb. 298.)

XX. (p. 140.)â€”The commission which the elector, on the recom-

mendation of Luther, appointed in 1528, for the inspection of schools,

consisted of doctor Jerome Schurff, the seigneur John Yon Plaunitz,

Asma Von Haubitz, and Melancthon.

In the instructions which the commission subsequently addressed

to the various ministers of the electorate, with the sanction of Luther,

we observe the following passage : " lliere are some who say that

we ought not to defend the faith by the sword, but that we ought

patiently to suffer all things, even as Jesus Christ and his apostles

suffered all things. To this the reply is, that although persons not

in rule should, as individuals, submit to suffer, and have no right to
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defend themselves against oppression, yet, on the other hand, autho-

rity is charged with the protection of its subjects against all violence

and injustice, whether this violence and injustice have a religious

source, or otherwise." (Werke, ix. 263.)

In 1527, the prince forwarded to Luther the reports of the com-

missioners, respecting the state of the churches, desiring to know

from him whether they should be printed. (19th August, 1527.) "The

prince replied to the university, that he wished the visitation of the

parishes to be completed as soon as possible, in order that all these

matters may be examined, and the churches constituted, that there

may be the means of inflicting excommunication where necessary."

(10th January, 1527.)
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XXI. (p. 144.)â€”" In his treatise, De Vitanda hominum doctrina,

tie says of the bishops and dignitaries of the church : ' Let these

frontless and lascivious men, who have ever in their mouths, and no

where else: Christianity ! Christianity I let them fully understand

that it was with reference to them I wrote, touching the necessity of

not abstaining from meat, of discontinuing confession, and doing away

with images ; as for them, I regard them as the impure ones who made

foul the camp of Israel. My purpose in writing these things was to

set free the captive consciences of the unhappy monks and nuns who

yearned to lay aside their vows, but knew not whether they could do

so without sin." (Seckendorf, 1, 56.)

To Spalatin he writes, 2nd January, 1523: " If you do not already

know it, I can tell you that all the priests here pass the most scan-

dalous lives; hardened in heart, despisers of God and man, they spend

well nigh every night with abandoned women. ... I have declared

distinctly, that if we ourselves tolerate them in their impiety, the

civil magistrate is bound to take notice of their conduct, and if they

will not amend it, if the power of the flesh is so strong in them,

they must marry. . . . You were saying,-the other day, that you

feared the elector could not be accused of openly favouring married

priests."

To Wolfgang Reissenbach, preceptor at Lichtenberg, (27th March,

1525) ..." My dear friend, let us not aim at flying too high, and

let us not pretend to do better than did Abraham, David, Isaiah, St.

Peter, St. Paul, and all the other patriarchs, prophets, and apostles,

and many holy martyrs and bishops, who have all acknowledged

without any shame, that they were men created by God, and that,

faithful to his word, they did not remain alone. He who is ashamed

of marriage, is ashamed to be man. We cannot make ourselves

other than God willed we should be. Children of Adam ourselves,

it is our duty to leave children behind us. Madness ! we see every

day of our lives how difficult it is to remain chaste, even in the

married state; and yet we prohibit marriage. We try God beyond

all measure, by these insane vows, and prepare the way for ourselves

to Satan."
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XXH. (p. 148.)â€”To Frederic of Nuremberg he writes : " You

will do me the justice to believe, that my having so long delayed

to congratulate you on your marriage is solely referable to my ex-

tensive occupation. What with my weak health, with so many books

to publish, so many letters to send and to answer, so many matters

to discuss and arrange, so many duties to fulfil towards my friends

in one way and another, 1 can assure you I feel perfectly over-

whelmed. I write this at supper, and in great haste. You will

pardon my brevity; partly, on account of the supper; partly, on

account of my wanting to join in the conversation going on around

me; but not, I promise you, owing to my having drunk too much.
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Amidst this multiplicity of affairs, he continued to keep up a

tolerably regular correspondence with ting Christian II. He savs

to Spalatin, (27th March, 1526) : " I have had nobody to send them

by, or I would before this have transmitted to you the last letters I

have received from king Christian, the very unhappiest of men, I

verily believe, and who seems to live only for Christ's sake." To

Melancthon, he writes : " There is nothing new, except a letter from

king Christian, addressed to us both, and in which he has sent us a

silver goblet each. He entreats us not to credit those who describe

him si n deserter from the gospel." (Nov. 1540.)

He had still to watch, with unremitting vigilance, over the in-

terests of the reformers throughout Germany. For instance, the

prntestant parish of Mil ten burg, in Fronconia, was oppressed by the

officer of the elector of Mayence, who cut off all correspondence

between the parishioners and that city, whereupon Luther addressed

a letter of consolation to his oppressed flock, which he had printed,

in order that he might secure its reaching them, and at the same

time sent word of the case to the elector, and asked him whether or

no his officers were acting under his authority in the matter ?

(14th February, 1524 )

XXin. (page 148 )â€”Carlstadt was canon and archdeacon of the

collegiate church of All Saints; he was dean of it, when Luther took

his doctor's degree, in 1512. (Seckendorf, i. 72.)

XXIV. (p. 148.)â€”Letter of Dr. Martin Luther to the Christians

of Antwerp " So long as the reign of the pope endured, we used

to think that the noisy, disorderly spirits which used to be heard

sometimes in the night, were the souls of men, which, in expiation of

their sins, had to return to earth at certain times, and wander about.

This error of ours has, we thank God, been cleared away by means

of the Gospel, and we now know that they are not the spirits of men,

but malignant and malicious devils, deceiving men by fallacious

answers. It is they who have filled the world with such idolatries.

" The devil, seeing that this sort of confusion no longer serves his

purpose, has devised another plan ; he infuses into his limbsâ€”I mean

hereby the wicked ones of the earthâ€”an insane excitement, by which
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he seeks to make way for all kinds of chimerical vanities and extra-

vagant doctrines. One of his agents, thus acted upon, will have no

more baptizing; a second denies the efficacy of the Eucharist; a third

favours another world intervening between the present world and

the day of judgment; others teach that Jesus Christ is not God;

some say one thing, some another, until at last we shall have as

many sects and faiths as there are men and women.

" I must give you an example in point, for I have to do with a

great number of these worthies, every one of whom sets up to be

wiser than Luther, every one of whom seeks to gam his spurs against
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Luther. And, so far, would they were what they pretend to he, and

that I were nothing. However, to proceed with the example I spoke

of. This man assured me, amongst other things, that he had been

sent to me hy the God who created heaven and earth, about whom

he proceeded to deliver sundry very fine things, but the clown was

apparent in all he said.

" At last, he ordered me to read to him the books of Moses. I

asked him for some sign confirming the alleged order. ' It is,' says

he, ' written in the Gospel of St. John.' This clenched the matter,

and having now had more than enough of him, I told him to go

away, and come, if he liked, some other day, but that, at that moment,

I had not time to read the books of Moses to him."

" I have to listen to the absurdities of no end of these poor

people, during the year. The devil comes nearer me in them than

under any other form. Hitherto the world was full of these noisy

spirits, without bodies, which gave themselves out to be the souls of

departed men, but now they have put on bodies, and represent them-

selves as living angels.

"' During the pope's reign,' say they, ' no one ever heard of these

disorders, this confusion.' No: for then the devil kept at home, quite

secure in the exertions of the pope; but now that a stronger than he

has come forward, who prevails against him and drives him off, the

devil storms, and rages, and struggles

" Dear friends, there has come among you one of these spirits of

disorder, which have assumed the human form. He seeks to lead

rou astray by the inventions of his wicked pride; do you beware of

him.

" First, he savs that every man has the Holy Ghost within him ,

for that, secondly, the Holy Ghost is nothing else but our reason and

our understanding; thirdly, he affirms that every man has faith;

fourthly, that there is no such place as hell, or, at all events, that the

flesh alone will be damned; fifthly, that every soul will enjoy etei nal

life; sixthly, that natural instinct of itself teaches us to do unto our

neighbour that which we desire he should do unto us. This, say they,

is faith; seventhly, that the law is not violated by concupiscence,
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provided the mind does not consent; eighthly, that he who has not

the Holy Ghost, is also without sin, for he is without reason.

" All these are audacious and monstrous propositions, vain products

of a diseased imagination. There is only one among them, the

seventh, which is worthy of any answer whatever

"It is sufficient for us to know that God desires we should not sin.

As to seeking in what manner he may permit or will us to sin, that

is a point which we should not even touch upon. A servant must

not attempt to fathom the secrets of his master, but content himself

with simply obeying his orders ; how much less ought the poor crea-

ture man seek to scrutinize and sound the depths of the majesty ana

mystery of his God!
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" We have enough to do, in this life of ours, to know the law of

God, and learn his son Jesus Christ. (1525, Werke, ii. 61.)

XXV. (p. 149.)â€”Carlstadt had joined the insurgents in Fran-

conia, but quitted them at the first cannon shot, and returned to his

pamphleteering. To cover paper was his vocation, to throw ink at

Luther or his disciples, his pastime and delight. He wrote night

and day, and himself printed the lucubrations of his diseased brain.

He had just now published two dissertations against the doctrines of

the school of Wittemberg; the one 'on sin,' the other 'on Christian

resignation.'â€”Addin.

XXVL (p. 151.)â€”Carlstadt, in one of these disputes, cited

Luther to the Lnst Judgment.â€”" When we were at the inn, discus-

sing these matters, after he had undertaken to defend his doctrine to

the very bottom, all at once he turned round upon me, and, cracking

his fingers, exclaimed, ' I scorn you.' Now, if he scorn me, whom

amongst us does he estimate more highly ? It is not worth while to

dispute with such a man. I have always thought that he regarded

me as one of the most learned men in Wittemberg, yet here he says

in my very teeth, J scorn you. How, after this, can one have faith

in the sincerity of his statement, that he desires to be instructed ?"â€”

" Carlstadt used to dress himself at Orlamund with ostentatious sim-

plicity. He would not allow people to call him doctor, he was only

brother Andrew, cousin Andreic, forsooth! He placed himself, too,

formally, under the jurisdiction of the magistrate of the little town,

m order to be, said he, 'entirely on a footing with the other towns-

folk.'" (Werke ii. 18.)

XXVH. (p. 151.)â€”Carlstadt: " Will you dispute with me at Er-

furt ; a friendly discussion after supper ? or at Wittemberg, if you like.

I do not fear the light of day; all I require is a guarantee for my

personal safety."-â€”Luther: " What should you fear ? You'll be per-

fectly safe at Wittemberg."â€” Carlstadt: "I'm not clear about that.

In a public dispute, we must get to high words; and I know, to

my cost, that you have managed to make the people attached to

you."â€”Luther: " No one shall hurt you, doctor, I give you my

word." Carlstadt: " Well, then, I will dispute with you in public,
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and will manifest the truth of God or my own disgrace."â€”Luther:

" Manifest your own absurdity, doctor."â€” Carlstadt: " If I come

to shame, at least it will be in the attempt to glorify the Lord."â€”

Luther: " The shame shall come upon you, and heavily too. I like

your menaces, i' faith. Who fears you, I wonder! â€”Carlstadt.

" And I, then: whom should I fear ? My doctrine is pure; it

comes from the Lord."â€”Luther: " If it comes from the Lord, how

is it you could not infuse into your hearers the spirit which led

you to break images at Wittemberg?"â€”Carlstadt: "That was a

work which not I alone undertook; it was entered upon by au
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thcritv of a resolution of the senate, and with the aid of your own

disciples, who fled at the moment of danger."â€”Luther: " That's a

lie, I protest."â€”Carlstadt: " And I protest it is not.... Call you it

fair or right to strike me when I am disarmed, naked, bound hand

and foot ?"â€”Luther: " I strike you ?"â€”Carlstadt: " Ay ; and what

call you your preaching, writing, printing against me, while all the

time you prevent me from meeting you in any of these ways P If

you had allowed me the exercise of my tongue and my pen, you

would have found what spirit it is lives in me."â€”Luther: " You

preach ! Who gave you authority to preach ?"â€”Carlstadt: " If

you refer to human vocation, I am an archdeacon, and as such en-

titled to preach and teach ; if of divine vocation, I also have my mis-

sion. ... I defy you to show an instance wherein I have been wanting

in charity to you, while all your conduct towards me has been charac-

terized by violence and harshness. ... Why did you not bring one

of your friends with you, if you did not choose to come alone ?"

â€”Luther: Why, so I did ; I brought Pomer and Philip with me

into your stove of a place."â€”Carlstadt: " That is false !' &c. &c.

XXVIII. (p. 152,)â€”" Carlstadt is stated, by several eye-wit-

nesses, to have had in his service a chaplain who performed the part

of a spirit, in the feigned apparitions and supernatural revelations,

bv means of which his master imposed upon the people." (Luther's

Briefe, [1826,] ii. 625.)

" Carlstadt was very daring; he even ventured to hold a public

disputation at Rome, in the principal college. When he came back

to Germany, he was quite magnificent in his habits and attire. His

taking to the peasant-life afterwards was merely the result of baffled

spite and jealousy."

" Carlstadt condemned university degrees. I remember him

saying one day : * I feel that I have done wrong in raising those

two men to the doctor's degree, merely for the two florins they paid.

I swear I will never make another!' He said this in the castle

chapel at Wittemberg, and I rebuked him soundly for such an

observation." (Tischreden, p. 416.)

" In the discussion at Leipzig, Carlstadt insisted upon speaking
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before me. He left it to me to combat the propositions of Eck,

respecting the supremacy of the pope, and John Hus3. He is a very

poor disputant; he is as obstinate as a pig."

XXIX. (p. 154.)â€”rOn hearing of the death of Carlstadt, Luther

observed (16th Feb. 1542): " I should like to know whether Carlstadt

died repentant. A friend of mine, who wrote to me from Basle

announcing his decease, mentions a curious circumstance: he

assures me, that there is a spectre constantly wandering about

Carlstadt's grave, and in the house where he lived, where he occa-

sions great confusion, throwing stones and gravel about. However

BH
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the Athenian law forbad men to speak ill of the dead, and 'twas a

good law: I will say nothing further about this matter." ..." Can-

stadt, they say, was killed by the devil. The story goes, that as Vie

was preaching there appeared in his sight, and that of many of the

congregation, a tall man, who, entering the church, seated himself

not far from the altar; shortly afterwards he went out and pro-

ceeded to Carlstadt's house, where he took up his little son, who was

there by himself, and seemed for a moment as though he were going

to dash him to the earth; but eventually he left him, without doing

him any harm, ordering him to tell his father that he would return

in three days to carry him, the father, away; and so it happened :

Carlstadt died on the third day from that time. It is added, that

when the sermon was over, Carlstadt asked the person next to whom

the stranger had seated himself, who he was; but the party answered

that he had seen no one next to him. I imagine that this circum-

stance, whatever it was, inspired Carlstadt with a horrible degree of

fear, and that it was this same fear of death which killed him. He

always entertained a miserable dread of dying." (7th April, 1542.)

XXX. (160.)â€”" It was indeed a heavy oppression. At the death

of the master of the family, the lord inherited his best pair of oxen ;

on that of the mistress, her best suit of clothes. This was the right

of Tod/all. Every peasant who changed masters, was obliged to pay

a fine to the one he was leaving, the Lehnsckelling : the finest bundle

of wheat, the finest bunch of grapes, the finest fruits of his garden,

the finest honey from his bees, all belonged to the lord. On Shrove

Tuesday, he was bound to present him with a pig; on St. Martin's

Day, with a couple of geese; at Michaelmas, with a pair of fowls.

The temporal or spiritual lord treated his peasants like veritable

slaves; body and mind they were wholly subject to him; if he

changed his religion, the vassal was compelled to go over with him

to the new faith. With these were coupled the exactions of the

priesthood, often as cruel and oppressive as those of the temporal

lord."â€”Audik.

XXXI. (p. 161.)â€”An important circumstance in the peasants'

war was, that it broke out while the imperial troops were in Italy.
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Had it been otherwise, the insurrections would have been repressed

far more speedily. The peasantry of count Sigismond Von Luptfen,

in Helgovia, rose (1524) in consequence of the burdens which weighed

upon them, as they declared to Wilhelm Von Furstenberg, who was

sent to quell them ; their insurrection had nothing to do with the

question of Lutheranism. The first to imitate their example were

the peasants of Kempten, who put forward as their reason the se-

verities exercised over them by their seigneur, the abbot; they forced

their way into all the towns and castles belonging to him, and broke

all the images and church ornaments. The abbot being captured by

UiOiU, was taken to Kempten, where he was compelled to sell all hii
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seigneural rights for the sum of 32,000 gold crowns. This body of

insurgents was soon joined by others, so that when they were all

assembled nenr Ulm, they numbered fourteen thousand men ; among

their adherents were the peasantry of Leipheim and Guntzberg, and

those of the environs of Augsburg. The two former towns, besieged

by the League of Suabia, surrendered; the first was given up to be

plundered by the infantry engaged; the second became the assigned

spoil of the cavalry. The conquered peasants rose again, and this

time plundered not only the monasteries, but the castles also of the

nobles. Count Montford interposed in behalf of these wretched men,

with the deputies of Kavensberg and Uberlingen ; but a great many

of them were nevertheless crucified, beheaded, and otherwise put to

death.

This first insurrection was scarcely suppressed, when Munzer

excited the peasants of Thuringia to revolt.

The pious, the erudite, the pacific Melancthon gave his testimony

that the demands of the peasants were altogether consistent with the

word of God, and with justice, and he exhorted the princes to

clemency. Luther anathematized both the one and the other,

peasants and princes.

The peasants of Thuringia, of the Palatinate, of the dioceses of

Mayence, Halberstadt, and of Odenwold, assembled in the Black

Forest, under the leadership of Metzler, of Ballenberg. They got

possession of Mergentheim, and compelled several counts, barons,

and knights to unite writh thein. The subjects of the counts of

Hohenlohe, who were already in arms, soon joined them, whereupon,

the counts of Hohenlohe having previously received from the peasants

letters of safe-conduct, sealed with the head of the count palatine on

a piece of money, a conference took place, and the counls promised

to observe the Twelve Articles for a hundred and one years. At this

concession the peasants discharged, simultaneously, two thousand

muskets, as a feu dejoie. Several noblemen joined the peasants

voluntarily, and others were compelled to do so. The town of Landau

acceded to the League. At about the same time, the peasantry o.

the environs of Heilbronn rose, and, after some excursions by them-
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selves, joined the main body. Several towns, one alter another,

acknowledged them, and opened their gates to them.

The treatv made by the peasants with the representative of the

elector of Mayence was signed on their behalf by Goetz Von

Berlichingen and George Metzler of Ballenberg. The peasants sent

eight of their chiefs in different directions, to receive the oath of all

the inhabitants of the diocese of Mayence. The clergy of that

diocese had to pay them fifteen thousand gold florins within a fort-

night. The peasants of the Rhingau, oppressed by the abbot o.

Erbach, rose about the same time, but the representative of the

"lector of Mayence having complied with their demands, the tumult

aa far as regarded them was appeased.

BU2

PDF Compressor Pro

372 APPENDIX.

Those propositions were in substance as follow : " The ministers of

religion snail be elected by their flocks. They shall have for their

support one-thirtieth of the corn and wine, to be collected by the

parishioners among themselves; if there be any surplus after paying

the minister, it shall be reserved for the assistance of the poor, and

towards the general expenses of the parish. All persons to be taxed

fairly and impartially, without favour or exemption, unless authentic

deeds are produced establishing a legitimate claim to such favour or

exemption.

" No duty on the sale of wine by the grower; the retailer to pay

all such charges. No excommunication for secular offences. Bon-

dage to be abolished. The Jews to be expelled, by reason of their

disgraceful usury ; no man's goods to be seized for exorbitant in-

terest ; the capital lent and the fair per centage thereon to be alone

recognised. The trade in wood for building purposes to be free as

heretofore, without let op impediment thereto on the part of the

people of Mayence. No person to be admitted into any monastery

for the future, and all monks and nuns to be allowed to quit their con-

vents if they desire it. The lord not to interfere in any way, directly

or indirectly, in trials affecting his tenants. The magistrate of each

place to watch over and take charge of widows, orphans, and wards.

Pastures and rivers to be free to all, as well as the chase, respect

being in all cases paid to the privileges of the magistrate and of the

prince. The judge to be subjected to the same charges as the other

citizens, noble or not noble. The secular causes not to be decided

by the canon law, but by the local customs. No person to set up a

ciaim to peculiar forest rights or property. If the district of the

Rhingau hereafter frame any further articles, the same to be

adopted by the people of Erbach." (Gnodalius, apwl Schardt, Rervm

Germanicarum Script, ii. 142-3.)

The insurrection having made considerable progress in Alsace,

Duke Antony of Lorraine, an ardent defender of the church, as-

sembled a body of troops, composed principally of the wreck of the

battle of Pavia, and attacked the peasants on the 18th of May, 1525.

near Luffenstein. He defeated them, burned the town of Luf-
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fenstein with all its inhabitants, took Saverne, into which a large

body of peasants had retired, and a few days after, beat a third body

of insurgents near Schurweiler. The number of peasants who

perished in these three combats is carried by some historians as

high as thirty thousand. Three hundred prisoners were decapi-

tated. (Calmet, Hist, de Lorraine, i. 495 ; Iiottinger, Hist, of Swit-

zerland, ii. 28 ; Sleidan 115.)

General George Von Freunsdberg, who had distinguished himself

at the battle of Pavia, and whom the archduke Ferdinand had re-

called into Germany that he might put on end to the war, did not

imitate the other catholic leaders in their cruelty. The peasants

bad taken up a position near Kempten. Convinced as he was that
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he should overwhelm them by the superiority of his forces, he de-

sired to avoid the effusion of blood. He restrained the impatience

of his colleague, George Von Waldburg, and privately sent a re-

commendation to the peasants to disperse in the woods and moun-

tains. They took his advice, and thereby saved themselves.

(Wachsmuth, 137.)

A Franconian song composed after the peasants' war, had for its

refrain:

" Heed to thee, peasant, my horse will o'erthrow thee"â€”

a counter-cry to the refrain of the war song composed by the Dith-

marsians, after they had defeated the Black Guardâ€”

" Heed to thee, horseman, the peasant's upon thee."

The insurgent peasants had in general adopted, as a distinctive

mark, a white cross. Some corps of them had banners on which

was figured the wheel of Fortune, (not the wheel of a plough as an

agricultural symbol.) Some had seals, on which were engraved a

ploughshare, with a flail, a rake, or a fork, and a wooden shoe placed

cross-wise. (Gropt, Chronicle of Wartburg, i. 97; Wachsmuth, 36.)

There appeared in 1525 a violent anonymous address, To the body

of assembled peasants. This pamphlet, published in Southern Ger-

many, bore on the title-page a wheel of Fortune, and under it the

following inscription, in German verse:

" The time is come for the wheel to turn,

God knows, beforehand, which party will be at top.

Feasants, | Romanists,

Good Christians, | Sophists."

Thei., a little lower down :

" What made us sweat so furiously ?

The avarice of the seigneurs."

And at the bottom :

" Turn, turn, turn ;

Whether you will or no, you must turn."

(Shobel, Memoirs on the Literature of the 16th century, ii. 44;

Wachsmuth, 55.)

The peasants had boasted that their general council would last a
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hundred and one years. After the capture of Weinsberg, they

resolved to give no quarter whatever to any prince, count, baron,

noble, knight, priest, or monkâ€”" in a word, to none of the men who

live in idleness." They accordingly massacred all the nobles who fell

into their hands, in order, they said, to avenge the death of their

brethren in Suabia. Among these nobles killed by the peasants was

tne husband of a natural daughter of the emperor Maximilian ; the
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lady herself they conveyed to Heilbronn, in a dung-cart. They

destroyed a great number of convents; in Franconia alone, two

hundred and ninety-three monasteries were pillaged and burned.

Whin they despoiled a castle or a monastery, they never failed to

go in the first instance to the cellar, and clear off all the wine ; they

then divided among themselves, the church ornaments, and sacerdotal

dresses.â€”liaarer (Petrwt Crimtut) apud Freher, iii. 242. At the

monastery of Erbach, in the Rhinpau, there was an immense tun,

capable of containing eighty-four hogsheads of wine. It was full

when the peasants took possession of the monastery; when they went

away, not above a third of the quantity remained. (Cochlaeus, 108.)

They compelled the lords to send their own peasants to join them.

" The common council," they used to send word, " has decided that

you must assemble your people, and, having properly armed them,

send them to join us. If you fail herein, your life and property,

be assured, are in great jeopardy." (Haarer, ui tup.)

The women took part in the peasants' war. Those from Heilbronn

formed a body of themselves, who marched under a banner of their

own. (Jaeger, Hist, of Heilbronn, ii. 34.)

" As the peasants were conveying count Loewenstein prisoner,

through Weinsberg, a passer by respectfully saluted the captive

nobleman. An old peasant, who observed this, came up and struck

the man with his halberd, saying: ' Why bowest thou to him ?

thou art as good as he.' (Jaeger, ut sup.)

The peasants of the diocese of Wurzburg, who were commanded

by an able man, named James Kohl, required that all the castles

should be demolished, and that no noble should be allowed to keep a

war-horse. They denied that the nobles should have any privileges

whatever, bey'ind that enjoyed bv the community at large. (Stumpf,

Hist, of Franconia, ii. 44 ; Wachsmuth, 58.)

" When Munzer was at Zwickau, he called upon a handsome giri

there, and told her that he was sent towards her by a divine voice

which had directed him to sleep with her; and without she con-

sented to his doing so, he could not preach the word of God. The

girl confessed this, and her compliance, on her death-bed." (Tisch-
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feder, 292.)

"Munzer laid down degrees in the state of the Christian : 1st.

the clearance state, in which he disengages himself from the coarser

sins, gluttony, drunkenness, lasciviousness ; 2, the state of study, when

one seriously thinks upon a future life, and strenuously labours at

further amendment; 3, contemplationâ€”that is to say, meditations upon

sin and grace; 4, tediumâ€”that is to say, the state wherein fear of

the Law makes us hate ourselves, and inspires regret for having

sinned ; 5, suspensinnem gratia, profound depression, profound incre-

dulity, despair, such as that of Judas, or, on the other hand, entire

abandonment of oneself to faith in Giid, placing everything wholly at

his disposal, and letting things take their course under his guidance'
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"... He once wrote to me and Melancthon : " I like your attacking

the pope, but as to your state of prostitution, that you call marriages,

I don't approve of it at all." lie taught that a man may not lie

with his wife, unless he has been previously assured by a divine

revelation that he will engender a holy child; without this, he would

be committing adultery." (Tischreden, 292.)

Munzer was very deeply versed in sacred literature. He had re-

ceived his doctrine, he said, by divine revelations, and he communicated

no portion of them to the people; he simply ordered them what to

do, tellinu them that his orders came direct from God. He had been

expelled from Pnurue, and several other towns. Taking up his re-

sidence at Alstaedt, he declaimed against the pope, anil, more dan-

gerous still, against Luther himself. " The Scripture," said he,

" promises that God will grant what is asked of him; he cannot,

therefore, refuse a sign to him who seeks true knowledge of him.

This inquiry is agreeable to God ; and there can be no doubt he will

declare his will by some certain signs." He added, that God would

communicate to him his word, as he had to Abraham; and that if

God did not do so, he would hurl darts against him, (or himself, tela

in se ipsum conjecturum.) He said that God manifested his will by

dreams. (Gnodalius, ut sup.)

While Munzer was haranguing the peasants previous to the battle

of Frankenhausen, a rainbow appeared over their heads. As some

of the insurgents had a rainbow for an emblem on their banner, they

thought the appearance a sure prognostic of victory. (Melancthon's

Life of Munzer.)

XXXII. (p. 165.)-z-Sincere exhortation of Dr. Martin Luther to

all Christians, to guard themselves against the spirit of rebellion.

(1524.) The labouring man, tried beyond all endurance, over-

whelmed with intolerable burdens, will not, and cannot, any longer

submit to that sort of thing, and he has, doubtless, good reasons for

striking with the flail and the club, as John Pitchfork threatens to

do .... I am delighted so far to see the tyrants trembling ; as to my-

self, let who will menace, let who will fear, &c.

" .... It is the secular authority and the nobles who ought to
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put their hand to the work (of the Reformation) ; that which is done

by the regular powers, cannot be looked upon as sedition. . . ."

After pointing out that what was needed was a spiritual, and not.

a temporal insurrection, he proceeds: " Spread yourselves, and aid

others to spread the gospel; teach, write, preach, that all human

establishments are vain; dissuade every one you severally know

from becoming papist priest, or monk, or nun; persuade all who

are now in the convents to quit them ; cease to give money for bulls,

and candles, and bells, and pictures, and churches; tell those who

ask you for money for these and such like purposes, that the Chris-

tian life consists in faith and charity. Do these things for two yi'urt,
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and what will become of pope, bishops, cardinals, priests, monks,

nuns, bells, church towers, masses, vigils, cassocks, copes, tonsures,

rules, statutes, and the whole of the papal nuisance. It will have

disappeared like smoke."

After having recommended gentleness and patience towards the

feeble-minded, whom those he addressed should desire to enlighten,

Luther continues : " If a brother had a cord tied tight round his

neck, and, on hastening to his assistance, you pulled the cord with

violence, or too precipitately made use of your knife to sever it,

would not the result of this haste and violence be to strangle your

brother outright, in the one case, or to wound him, in the other; and

so to do him more harm than the enemy who had bound him ? No ;

if you would succour your brother, you must assail that from which

he suffers; the cord which confines him must be handled with pre-

caution until you have disengaged his neck from it. 'Tis on the

same principle you must proceed in the case before you. Spare

not the hardened rogues and tyrants you find opposed to you. Give

them the stoutest blows you can, since they will not listen to reason;

but as for the men of simple minds, whom they have chained down

in the bonds of their false doctrine, you must observe quite a different

treatment towards them. You must disengage them by degrees.

You must give them a reason and a cause for everything you do,

and thus fit them for freedom as you are emancipating them. You

cannot be too severe towards the wolves, too gentle towards the poor

weak sheep."

XXXIII. (184.)â€”To John Ruhel, his brother-in-law, he ex-

presses himself thus (23rd May, 1525) : " 'Tis a lamentable thing

to see the peasants thus severely dealt with, but what was to be

done? God willed that a sound terror should be diffused amongst

the people, or Satan, ere long, would have done worse than even the

princes are doing. We must prefer the lesser evil to the greater."

" . . . . What especially induces me to write so violently against

the peasants is, that I am indignant at seeing them compelling the

timid to join their ranks, whether they desire to do so or no, and

that they thus involve innocent men in the impending chastise-
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ment of God." (30th May, 1525.)

XXXIV. (p. 187.)â€”Carlstadt, after having obtained permission to

establish himself at Kemberg, could not remain quiet, as he had

promised to do. He had secretly printed and circulated various

anonymous attacks upon Luther, and, nt the same time, forwarded

to the chancellor Bruck complaints, under various heads, of the con-

duct which he alleged his former pupil, and subsequent adversary,

had pursued towards him. Luther, on hearing of this proceeding,

wrote to the chancellor, and gave him an account of all that had

passed between him and Carlstadt, and set forth in detail his opinion

jt that personage. (24th September, 1528.) ".... In fact, I
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hardly know what to say about some of his lamentations; for the

least annoyance, the slightest misfortune that befalls him, is imme-

diately set down to my account From a feeling of compassion,

I consented that he should come to my house, and explain the views

on which he founded his scruples, and I endeavoured to satisfy his

mind on the various points. He thanked me warmly for what I

had said, yet since, I have perceived from one of his letters to

Schwenkfeldt, he makes a mock of my kindly reception of him.

This circumstance has turned my heart entirely away from him.

".... If he is not more narrowlv watched, so as to be prevented

from having these anonymous pamphlets published (for we know quite

well that they are his), who will believe that it is without the con-

sent of our gracious prince, and without our knowledge, that Carl-

stadt is residing within my lord's territory? On the other hand,

were he to quit the electorate, he would, in all probability, excite

disorder elsewhere, and people would not fail to make my lord

responsible for it, seeing that he might have prevented it, by keeping

this dangerous man in check at Kemberg. I confess, that the re-

collection of Munzer makes me most apprehensive on all these occa-

sions. My opinion is, that he should be compelled to maintain the

silence he swore to -observe, and that he should not he allowed to

quit the countryâ€”at all events, not until some new decision on the

subject. It will be only necessary to talk to him severely about it.

for he is a weak man, and readily yields to those who address him in

a firm and decided tone. As for myself, I am well punished for

having enabled him to return amongst usâ€”for having so imprudently

invited Satan to my table, as it were."

As evidence of the kindly feeling which had been exhibited on

the part of Luther towards Carlstadt, we may add the following:â€”

"Yesterday we baptized Carlstadt's youngest sonâ€”a sort of re-

baptism of baptism in this case. Who, last year, would have anti-

cipated that the man who was then anathematizing and scorning

baptism, would this year call upon his old adversary to stand god-

father to one of his children. (February, 1526.) But his return
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to the dogma was not sincere. " He is living with us," says Luther,

speaking of Carlstadt, on 28th November, 1527, "and we had hoped

to bring him back into the right path, but the miserable creature

becomes more and more hardened in his error every day, though

he is afraid to say as much openly." Some months after, 28th July,

1528, we find in a letter of Luther's: " That viper, Carlstadt, whom

I have been cherishing in my bosom, is moving about there, but, as

yet, afraid to leave his resting-place. Would to God the fanatics

had him among them, and I were rid of him !"

" Carlstadt has been absent for several weeks past, and it is thought

he has gone back to his old nest, and his late companions. Let him

go, since he is not to be persuaded to remain amongst us by reason

and kindness." (27th October, 1528.) Carlstadt, in fact, no longer
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able to submit to the somewhat imperious protection of Luther, hna

fled into the Low Countries. " Carlstadt has taUen up his quarters

in Friesland. I hear he is quite triumphant, exhilarant. He has sent

for his wife: his letter is a mere tissue of self-gratulation."

(6th May, 1529.)

Sometime after, we find Luther using his influence with the

elector's chancellor, Christian Bauer, to obtain a safe-conduct

for Carlstadt: " Carlstadt's wife has been earnestly entreating me

to solicit from our gracious lord a safe-conduct for her husband,

who wishes to return amongst us. Though I can hardly expect a

compliance with this application, I could not refuse her my support."

(18th July, 1529.)

Luther entitled one of his writings against Carlstadt: " Touching

the noble and gracious dame, called the skilled intelligence of Dr.

Carlstadt, her observations on the Eucharist." (Werke, ii. 46.)

XXXV. (p. 189.)â€”On the 25th May, 1524, Luther writes thus

to Capito (Kepstein) : " There are persons who persist in affirming

that I condemn your method of proceeding and that of Bucer

These vain rumours have, doubtless, their origin in the letter I

addressed to you, which has been so often reprinted, and which has

just now been translated into German. I am really almost deterred

from writing any letters at all, when I see them thus laid hold of,

against my will, for the press. There are many things which pass,

and which ought to pass, between friends, which one does not desire

to see spread abroad among the public." On the 14th Oct. 1534, he

writes to Bucer: " You will respectfully salute in my name J. Sturm

and J. Calvin, whose books I have read with singular gratification."

" (Ecolampadius and Zwinglius said: ' We remain at peace with

Luther because he was the first by whose agency God restored the

Gospel in our days; but after his death, we will enunciate and con-

firm our opinions.' They did not think I should last longer than

they."

Luther said: " We ought to content ourselves with simply despising

that miserable Campanus. He is not worth writing against. Me-

lancthon observed, that, for his part, he thought the fellow ought to
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be hanged, and so he had told his master the elector.

" Campanus thinks he knows more Greek than Luther or Pomer.

The Christian is, according to him, a man perfect and infallible;

he makes out man to be a log of wood, as the stoics did. If we feel

no struggles, no combats within ourselves, I would not give a far-

thing for all the preachings and sacraments that ever were, are, or

shall be." (Tischreden, 283.)

" Zwinglius has the audacity to say : ' In three years we shall have

with us all France, Spain, and England'...â€”introduces his books

under my name from Switzerland into France, so that several towns

have become infested with theiu I have greater hopes from trw

j-eople of Strasburg."
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" CEcolampadius at first was a very worthy fellow, but he after-

wards became soured and bitter. Zwinglius, too, who used to be a

very lively, good-natured man, has become melancholy and satur-

nine." (Tischreden, 283.)

"When I heard Zwinglius at the conference of Marburg, I

esteemed him to be an excellent man, and so with CEcolampadius...

1 have been very much vexed at your publishing Zwinglius' book.

To the most Christian King, with commendations of the book from

yourself; you must have known perfectly well that it contained

many things which are highly displeasing, not only to myself, but

to all pious people. Not that I begrudge Zwinglius the honours

rendered himâ€”his death was a source of great pain to meâ€”but

because no consideration whatever should induce any one to do that

which militates against the purity of our doctrine." (14th May,

1538.)

" Maitre Bucer used to think himself mightily learned, but he was

quite out of his reckoning in this respect. He actually put forth in

one of his books that all nations have in truth only one religion, bv

reason of which they are saved. This may be called mere raving?'

(Tischreden, 184.)

" Some one brought to Dr. Luther a large book written by a

Frenchman named William Postellus, on The Unity in the World.

He gave himself infinite pains therein to prove the articles of faith

by arguments founded on nature and reason, his object being to con-

vert the Turks and Jews, and to bring all mankind to one and the

same faith. The doctor observed : ' 'Tis too much for one bite; we

have already several similar works on natural theology. Our friend

bears out the proverb : The French have light brains and light heels.

By and by, we shall have visionaries who will undertake to give all

the various sorts of idolatry an appearance of faith, and so excuse

idolatry itself." (Tischreden, 68.)

Bucer made several attempts to become reconciled with Luther.

" As far as I am personally concerned," writes the latter, in 1532,

" I can very well make practical allowance for you, and admit your

statement that you cannot return all at once ; hut I have hereabout
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(as you witnessed yourself at Schmalkald) a great number of men

whom I cannot keep altogether in check. We cannot, by any

means, permit you to assert that you have not been in error, or that

we did not perfectly understand each other. Your best plan will be,

either to avow frankly that you have been wrong, or, saying nothing

more on the point, content yourself for the future with teaching the

true doctrine. There are men amongst us who will not submit to

any evasions on your part, Amsdorf, for instance, Osiander, and

ottWs."

After the revolt of the anabaptists, in 1535, there were other

attempts made to unite the reformed churches of Switzerland,

Alsace, and Saxony, under one and the same confession. Lutb/>r.
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on the 9th July, 1537, writes thus to Capito, a friend of Bucer, and

minister at Strasburg : " My Catherine thanks you for the gold ring

vou sent her, and none the less so from the circumstance that she

has unfortunately lost it. I never saw her more vexed than she was

when she found out that it had been stolen, or that she herself had

lost it from carelessness, which I do not believe, although she is con-

stantly accusing herself of having done so. I had persuaded her

that this gift was sent to her as a happy pledge of the future concord

of your church with ours. The poor woman is all affliction at her

misfortune."

XXXVI. (p. 191.)â€”" I have something about me which will

enable me to defend my cause, even though all the world should rave

against meâ€”that, namely, which Erasmus calls my pertinacity of

assertion." (1st Oct. 1523.)

XXXVII. (p. 192.)â€”" Though you say less, you, in point of

fact, grant more to free will than all the rest do : you do not define

free will, yet you give everything to it. I would much rather

accept what is said on this point by the sophists and their master,

Peter Lombard, with whom free will is merely the faculty of

discerning and choosing good, if one is sustained by graceâ€”evil, if

grace fails us. Peter Lombard thinks with Augustine, that free

will, if it be left without a guide, cannot but lead man to his ruin;

that of itself it has no power, except for sin. Augustine, accordingly,

in his second book against Julian, calls it slave will, rather than free

will." (De Servo Arbitrio, 447.)

XXXVIII. (p. 192.)â€”No one will believe the utter disgust I feel

for this treatise on Free Will, though 1 have, as yet, only read a

few pages of it. . . . 'Tis a great annoyance to have to reply to so

learned a book, by so learned an author." (1st Nov. 1524.)

However, he could not allow the work to pass unanswered. " I

have killed," says he, somewhereâ€”" I have- killed, by my silence,

Eck, Emser, Cochlaeus." But in the case of Erasmus, it was im-

possible for Luther to remain silent. The immense reputation of

that adversary rendered a refutation of his work, or an attempt at

refutation, essential. Luther accordingly set himself to the work.
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He writes, on 28th Sept. 1525â€”" I am up to the ears in Erasmus

and free will, and I will take care to leave him not a leg to stand

upon."

XXXIX. (p. 193.)â€”" If God have prescience; if Satan be the

prince of the world ; if original sin ruined us ; if the Jews, seeking

righteousness, fell into unrighteousness ; if Christ redeemed us with

his blood, there is no free will for either man or angel. If there were,

Christ were superfluous, or, rather, it must he admitted that he only

redeemed the vilest part of man." (De Servo Arbitrio, 525.)
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XL. (p. 194.)â€”Under the impulse of the spirit of contradiction

and paradox, Luther went the length of laying down the following

propositions: " Grace is gratuitously given to the most unworthy,

the least deserving; we cannot obtain it by study, by works, by our

own efforts, small or great; it is not even accorded to the most

ardent zeal of the best, the most virtuous of men, the most earnest

seeker after righteousness." (lb. 520.)

XLI. (p. 195.)â€”" What you mention to me about Erasmus, and

his ravings against me, I was already acquainted with, and his past

letters gave me full reason to anticipate such conduct on his part. . . .

He is a hare-brained, volatile man, who makes a jest of all religions,

after the manner of his favourite Lucian, and who never writes

anything serious, except out of spite and malice, and when he thinks

he cannot assail the object of his malignity so effectually in any

other way." (28th May, 1529.)

" Erasmus' conduct is quite worthy of himself, in thus persecuting

the Lutheran name, though the Lutherans are his sole security. Why

does he not go among his Dutchmen, his Frenchmen, his Italians,

his English F . . . His object in all this flattering, is to provide him-

self with quarters, but he wont get any, and will fall to the ground

between the two stools. If the Lutherans hated him as his own

people hate him, it would be at the peril of his life he stopped at

Basle. But Christ will judge this atheist, this Lucian, this Epicurus."

(7th March, 1529.) This diatribe probably refers to the following

publication : Contra quondam qui sefalso jactant Evangelos EpUtola

Desid. Erasmi, Hot. Jam recent edita et Scholiis JUustraia. Ad

Vulturwn Niocomum. (Frib. 1529. 8vo. )

" You regret, my dear Erasmus, you bitterly complain in vour

writinars, of the tumult which has of late prevailed, and you sigh for

the good old times of peace and concord which have passed away.

You may as well cease your complaints, your efforts to find a remedy

for the supposed evil. This tumult arose by the will of Uod ; by

His will it still continues, and it will not terminate until the adver-

saries of the word of God have become as the mud beneath our

feet." (De Servo arbit. 405.)
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XLI I. (p. 196.)â€”In advocating the marriage of priests, Luther's

only idea was to put an end to the monstrous contradictions which

their conduct daily gave to their vow of chastity; it did not occur

to him at the time, that a married priest may prefer his family in

the flesh to that which God has entrusted to his care. He himself

could not always divest himself of this feeling of the family-man;

there escape from him at times words which form a sod contrast

with the charity and devotion professed, and to a great extent prac-

tised, by the Roman-catholic priests. " It is sufficient," he says, in

one of his instructions to pastors, " it is sufficient for the people to

receive the sacrament three or four times a year, and that publicly;
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to give way to a practice of administering the sacrament at all timet

to individuals, would involve too weighty a charge upon ministers,

more especially in times of plague. Besides, we must not make the

church and her sacraments a mere slave, at the beck and call of

everybody, of those, particularly, who contemn her, and yet require

that the church shall be at all times ready to do whatever they need.

though they themselves never do anything for her." (2Gth Nov. 1/539.)

He himself, however, did not act upon this principle; when occasion

presented itself, he manifested the most heroic disinterestedness and

charitv.

" Aty house has become a regular hospital," he writes, on the 4th

Nov. 1527. " Everybody else being frightened out of their wits by

the plague, and refusing to receive him, I have taken in the poor

minister, whose wife is just dead of the pestilence, and all his

family."

" Dr. Luther, speaking of the death of Dr. Sebald and his wife,

whom he had visited and touched in their malady, observed : ' They

died rather of anxiety and vexation than of the plague.' He took

their poor orphans into his house, and when some people told him

this was no better than a tempting of Providence, replied : ' Ah ! I

have had masters who have taught ine what tempting God really is;

the present is nothing of the sort.'

" The plague was in two houses which a deacon had visited in the

course of his duties. The people wanted to send this deacon away;

but Luther would not permit it, having confidence in God, and being

persuaded that the best method was to suppress the feeling of fear as

much as possible." (Dec. 1238; Tischreden, 356.)

XLIII. (p. 197.)â€”" Poor as 1 am," he writes to Spalatin, " I

would have returned you the beautiful golden orange you sent me,

had I not been afraid of offending you."

" Salute your wife for me in my name; salute her for me when you

are saluting her on your own account, and blessing God for having

bestowed upon man such a treasure as woman. Praise and glory l1e

to his name." (6th Den. 1525.) "My little John is strong and lively ;

he is voracious, bibacious, loquacious." (May, 1527.) " Salute in
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my name old Melchior, for whom I desire a submissive wife, that will

drag him by the hair of his head round the market-place seven times

a day, and stun him with conjugal objurgations half the night; this

would serve the fellow exactly right." (10th Feb. 1525.)

" We drink excellent wine out of the prince's own cellar, and

should soon be perfect evangelists, if the gospel would only fatten us

in the same way." (8th March, 1523.)

In a letter to J. Agricola, whose wife was on the eve of her con-

finement, he says : " Thou wilt give a piece of gold on my part to

tuu new-comer, and another piece of gold to its mother, so that she
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may drink wine and have plenty of milk. If I could be present, I

would be godfather. From the region of the birds, 1521."

The letters of Luther at this period generally terminate with odc

or other of these phrases " My rib Kitty, my lord Kitty, my empress

Kitty, salutes you."

" Kitty, my lord and master, was at her new kingdom of Zeils-

dorf (a small farm now possessed by Luther) when your letter

arrived."

On the 15th May, he writes to Spalatin : " My Eve requests your

prayers that God may preserve her two children, and grant her

more."

Cochlaeus designates Luther's wife, dignum oUa operculum, (page

73.)

Luther thus, on 5th May, 1529, solicits Nicholas Amsdorf to act

as godfather to his daughter Magdalen : " Excellent sir, the Father

of all grace has given to me and to my good Catherine, a dear little

girl. Under these circumstances, which fill us with joy, we entreat

you to fulfil a Christian office, and to be the spiritual father of our

poor little pagan, introducing her into the holy community of

Christians by the divine sacrament of baptism. God be with you."

Luther had three sons, John. Martin, and Paul; and three daugh-

ters, Elizabeth, Magdalen, and Margaret. The first two girls died

young, the one aged eight months, the other thirteen years. On

the gravestone of Elizabeth was inscribed : Hie dormit Elisabetha,

Miola Lutheri.

The male lineage of Luther became extinct in 1759. (Ukert, i.

92.)

In the church of Kierctzsch, a Saxon village, there is a portrait of

Luther's wife, with this inscription : Catarina Lutheri geborhne von

Bohrau. (1540.) This portrait once belonged to Luther. (lb. 364.)

XLTV. (p. 197.)â€”He became, in his turn, indignant against

preachers who exhibited an excess of vehemence. " If N ," he

writes to Hausmann, " cannot manage to be more temperate, I will

request the prince to dismiss him his dominions.

" I have already requested you," he says in a letter to the preacher
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in question, " to preach the word of God more quietly, abstaining

from personalities, and from whatever is calculated to excite the

people without beneficial result. ... On the other -hand, I under-

stand you speak too coldly with reference to the sacrament, and that

you do not communicate often enough." (10th Feb., 1528.)

" There has arrived here a preacher from Kamigsberg, who wants

to introduce all sorts of new regulations about bells and candles, and

so on. ... It is not desirable to preach too often; I hear that at

Koenigsberg, there are no fewer than three sermons delivered every

Sunday. What is the need of so many ? two would be quite enougii,
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and two or perhaps three in the course of the week. When one

preaches every day, one Rets into the pulpit without having properly

meditated upon the subject to be treated, and one says whatever

comes first into the head ; if nothing good occurs, one is driven to the

indifferent, the flat. I pray God to moderate the tongues and spirit

of our preachers. This one of Kcenigsberg is too vehement by half;

he is always full of sombre ideas, and dismal, bitter declamation

about the merest trifles." (16th July, 1528.)

" If I wanted to become rich, I need only give up preaching, and

turn merry-andrew at fairs; I should have infinitely more people

pRving money to see me then, than I have auditors for nothing now."

(Tischreden, 186.)

XLV. (p. 197.) .We find him, so early as 25th May, 1524, writ-

ing thus to Bucer and Capito: " I like your encouraging these

marriages between priests, and monks, and nuns; I entirely approve

of this appeal of wedlock against the bishop of Satan. I fully sanc-

tion the choice you have made of ministers for the various parishes

already regulated. In a word, your whole proceedings have given

me unmixed satisfaction. Go on and prosper. . . . We have made

quite concessions enough to the feeble-minded. Since they persist

in hardening themselves more and more, we must act and speak,

without reference to them. I am myself thinking of laying aside

the monk's frock, which I have hitherto retained out of consideration

for the weaker souls, and in mockery of the pope."

XLVI. (p. 198.) "The affair of the peasants has restored cou-

rage to the Papists, and greatly injured the cause of the gospel: it

is incumbent upon us, on our part, to take decided steps, to raise our

heads still higher. It is with this object, to testify to the gospel not

only by my words, but by my aotions, that I have just married a

nun; at which my enemies have been triumphing, and crying, Io! Io.

I was determined to show them, that though old and feeble, I was-

not going to beat a retreat before them. Ay, and I will do other

things, yet, I hope, which shall disturb their rest, and strengthen

the words I have enunciated." (16th August, 1525.)

Dr. Eck published a collection, entitled: Epithalamia /estiva in
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Lvtherum Hessum (Urbanum Regium) et id genus Nuptiatorum.

Amongst these we find a hymn of nineteen strophes, headed:

Hymnus Paranymphorum, and beginning with these wordsâ€”' Io I

Io ! Io! Io ! paudemnns cum jubilo, &c. An Additio dythrambica

ad Epithalamium Mart. Lutheri, in the same metre ; an Epithala-

mium Martini Lutheri, in hexameters, commencing, Die mihi, tnusa, '

novum, &c. Husemberg wrote a satire, entitled: Ludus ludentem

.Luderem ludens.

Luther answered these assaults upon himself, his wife, and his

friends, in different pieces, which were subsequently collected under

the title of, The Fable of the Lion and the Ass.
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Luther had not been married more than a fortnight, when his

enemies spread the report that his wife was already brought to bed

of a son. Erasmus eagerly caught up the calumny, and hastened to

communicate it to all his correspondents; but he subsequently found

himself necessitated to contradict it. (Ukert. i. 189.)

Luther's own statement of his family in the Tischreden is as fol-

lows : " I married on the 14th June, 1525 ; on the 6th June, 1526,

was born my eldest son John; in 1527, my second child, my

daughter Elizabeth; in 1529, Magdalen; in November, 1531.

Martin ; 28th January, 1534, Paul; and, lastly, in 1536, Margaret."

XLVII. (p. 198.) She was of the family of Haubitz, and was

born on 29th January, 1499. Her parents were of limited means,

and, at twenty-two years of age, (4th April, 1521,) she entered the

convent of Nemptsch, near (jrimma, on the Muldau. Judging

from the portrait of her by Lucas' Cranach, it could hardly have

been the external charms of*the escaped nun which attracted Luther.

Her face is large and bony, with round, unmeaning eyes, and wide,

open nostrils. After the death of Luther, she was involved in the

deepest distress, owing to the total neglect of her on the part of the

protestant princes. Even king Christian gave her assistance on only

one occasion. After wandering about, and begging her bread for

some vears, she died in 1552, at Torgau, and was buried in the parish

church there. The Petites Affiches of Altona, for the 15th Novem-

ber, 1837, contains the following announcement, headed, "The

Orphans of Luther:"

" These are the children of Joseph Charles Luther, born at Erfurt,

11th November, 1792, and who died in Bohemia, having previously

returned to the bosom of the Roman-catholic church.

" M. Reinthaler, director of the institution of St. Martin, esta-

blished at Erfurt in honour of Luther, received the poor orphans

into his house.

" On the 6th May, 1830, the eldest, Antony, born in 1821, arrived

at the ancient convent of the Augustines. Instructed in the principles

of the Reformation, he received the communion in that faith at Easter.

He was placed as apprentice with a cabinet-maker. Two of his

sisters, Mary and Ann, are at service; the youngest, Theresa, is still
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at school."

M. Reinthaler made an appeal to the protestants in favour of tho

descendants of Luther, but with scarcely any effect. Erankfort-on-

the-Main and Leipzig sent fifty thalers, and that was all....AuDiN.

XLVm. (p. 200.) Notwithstanding the limited extent of his

means, however, his generosity was very great. He would give

away to the poor, in default of anything else, the presents which his

children had received from their baptismal sponsors. A poor student

uking him one day for relief, he desired his wife to give him some

cc
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money; on her replying that there was none in the house, LuthÂ»r

took a silver cup that had been made a present to him, and handing

it to the applicant, told him to sell it at the goldsmith's, and keep so

much of the money. (Ukert, ii 7.)

" I would willingly have given him money to carry him on his

journey, but I was utterly overwhelmed, at the time, by the multi-

tude of poor people, who, from far and near, come here as to an

open house." (April, 1539.)

" I entreat thee, dear Jonas, for heaven's sake, to get for me, from

the treasurer, the money his grace promised to G. Scharf. 'Tis really

monstrous one should have such difficulty in realizing the sum. ff

necessary, give him a receipt in my name." (11th May, 1540.)

" Luther, walking one day with Ur. Jonas and some other

friends, bestowed alms on some poor people who were passing by.

Dr. Jonas followed his example, saying, with a smile, as he did soâ€”

How do we know that God will render this unto us f Luther gravely

replied, You forget that it was God gave it you." (Tischreden, 144.>

" Dr. Pomer, one day, brought Luther a hundred florins that a

nobleman had sent for him; but he said he would not take them

He gave one half to Philip, and offered the other fifty to Pomer, who

would not accept them." (lb. 59.)

" I never asked my lord for a single farthing for myself."

(lb. 53.)

XLIX. (p. 201.)â€”" Legitimate commerce is blessed by God, as for

instance, when one makes only five per cent.; but usurious gains are

accursed. There is that publisher of mine, , realizing monstrous

profits upon the books I give him to printâ€”as much, I'll warrant, as

a hundred per cent. How different from my other publisher, John

Grunenberger. He said to me, one day, most honestly,' Sir doctor,

I should make too much at that rate : I must print more copies, and

sell them for less.' He was a God-fearing man, and the Lord

blessed all his undertakings." (Tischreden, 62.)

" Thou knowest, my dear Amsdorf, that, work as I may, T cannot

supply all the presses that are craving their food at my hands.

Why, here, in this one town, we have got nearly six hundred
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printers, of one sort and another." (11th April, 1526.)

L. (p. 209.)â€”Yet it would appear that they were endeavouring to

get rid of him by poison. He himself tells us, in two letters, (Jan.

and Feb. 1525,) of Polish Jews who had been sent to Wittemberg

to poison him, and mentions the sum they were to receive for the

workâ€”two thousand ducats. As they refused, when arrested, to

name their employers, they were about to be put to the torture; but

Luther would not permit this, and even exerted himself to procure

their liberation. He had no doubt, he says, as to who it was that

sent them.
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" They have promised gold to whomsoever shall kill me. 'Tis

thus it fights now, thus it reigns and triumphs, this holy apostolic

see, the regulator of faith, the mother of churches." (Cochlaeus, 25.)

An Italian of Sienna came to Wittemberg, and stopped with Dr.

Luther several weeks, taking all his meals with him, and constantly

talking with him, probably to see how matters were going on.

(Tischreden, 416.)

There were attempts of another kind made against him.

" Matthew Lang, mshop of Salzburg, fished for me in a similar

manner, and, but for the especial assistance of our Lord, I should

have been entrapped. In 1525, he sent one of his doctors to my

house with twenty gold florins, which the man slipped privately into

Catherine's hand; but as soon as I found the matter out, I returned

him. the money. 'Tis with money this bishop has got hold of the

lawyers, who, accordingly, all think him very fine, he laughing

slily at them all the while. Once, he sent one of our pastors a piece

of damask, to induce him to disavow our gospel; and having suc-

ceeded in his object, by the gift and his flatteries, he said about

everywhere : ' What dreadful knaves these Lutherans ore ! They'd

do anything for money." (Tischreden, 274.)

Melancthon, who never broke off his private relations with the

literary men of the papal court, was for some time suspected of

having listened to offers from them.

One day, when a letter was brought to Sturm from Sadoleti, in

which the Italian warmly eulogized Melancthon, Luther observed :

" If Philip chose to make matters up with them, he might very

easily become a cardinal, and keep his wife and children all the

same.

" Sadoletus, who has been fifteen years in the pope's service, is a

man of great wit and learning, lie has written to Melancthon in

the most friendly terms possible, after the Italian fashion, hoping, no

doubt, to get him over to their side, by the bait of a cardinalship ;

for the good gentleman, Mr. Pope, is sadly perplexed; he knows

not how to set about us. The same Sadoletus, though a clever

man, knows nothing about the Scriptures, as he has manifestly
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shown in his commentary on the 51st Psalm. None of the papists,

in fact, are conversant with the Scriptures ; spiritually, they are not

competent to govern one single parish church; they sit stiffly and

uncompromisingly in their own particular government, and cry,

' The decrees of the fathers must not be questioned.' That's their

song. They are fully of opinion that though the Pope should seek

to lead the whole world openly into hell, no human creature is en-

titled to question him for the same, or to object in the slightest

degree." (Tischreden.)

LI. (p. 209.)â€”On the occasion of two Augustine monks having

been burned at Brussels, Luther thus writes: To the Christiana of

c c2
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Holland, Brabant, and Flanders.â€”" Oh, how miserably have these

men perished. But, then, what glory will they not receive at the

hands of our Saviour. To be persecuted and slain by the world ia

as nothing in the eyes of those who know that precious in the sight of

the Lord is the death of his saints, as the Psalm says. What is this

world in comparison with God? What joy, what utter delight

must the angels have felt when these two souls appeared before them.

God be blessed and praised to all eternity, for having thus permitted

us to see and hear true saints, true martyrs, in place of the false

saints and martyrs that are constantly held up to our adoration! Our

brothers of Germany have not, as yet, been deemed worthy to con-

summate so glorious a sacrifice, though many of us have had to un-

dergo persecution. Therefore, dear friends, be ye glad and joyful in

Christ, and join with us in returning him thanks for the signs and

miracles he has been pleased to commence operating amongst us. He

has refreshed our courage bv these new examples of a death worthy

of him. It is high time, indeed, that the kingdom of God should be

established, not by words only, but by deeds and in reality." (July,

1523.)

"The noble dame Ursula Von Staufen, is sustaining a noble

combat on this earth : she is full of the spirit, and word, and know-

ledge of Christ. She has inundated the academy of Ingolstadt with

able writings, denouncing its conduct in having compelled a young

man, named Arsacius, to make a disgraceful recantation. Her hus-

band, who is one of our tyrants, and who has been dismissed from an

office he held in consequence of her noble conduct, is in doubt what

to do in the matter. She, amidst all the perils which surround her,

maintains a firm courage, though, as she writes me word, fear some-

times comes very near her heart. She is a precious instrument of

Christ; I commend her to you, hoping that Christ by this weak vessel

will confound and bring to ruin the mighty ones, and those who glo-

rify themselves upon their wisdom." (1524.)

To Spalatin he writes: " I send you some letters I have received

from our dear Argula, that you may see how much labour and suffer-

ing that pious creature endures for the sake of Christ." (11th Nov.
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1528.)

The translation of the Bible by Luther produced a general ten-

dency to disputation on the subject of the Scriptures, thus thrown

open to the examination of all classes. Even women came forward

and challenged the theologians, declaring that they now saw all the

doctors were ignorant persons. There were some women who

actually claimed a right to preach from the pulpit; for, said they,

Luther has declared that by baptism all mankind are rendered priests,

bishops, popes. (Cochiaeus, 51.)

One day, when at Luther's table, the conversation had turned

upon the illiberality manifested by the Lutheran leaders towards
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the pastors of their church, Luther said: " The world does not

deserve to have anything done for it by men of heart and con-

science ; the sort of people the world likes are bawling, brawling,

impudent beggars, such as Friar Matthew. This worthy brother,

by dint of pertinacious solicitation, had wrung from the elector

a promise that he should have a fur mantle. Finding that the

prince's treasurer did not furnish the garment, the preacher next

Sunday, in the midst of his sermon before the elector, cried out

aloud: ' Where's my fur mantle ?' Thereupon the prince re-

newed the order to his treasurer, who, however, still neglected to

execute it; next Sunday, out came another: ' Where's my fur

mantle ? I haven't got my fur mantle,' and so he went on, Sunday

after Sunday, until he obtained what he desired." (Tischreden, 189.)

Luther himself complained of the miserable condition in which

the protestant ministers found themselves. " They absolutely wont

pay us," says he; " here we see noblemen who squandered away

thousands of florins upon designing knaves who plundered them,

refusing to give a hundred to a worthy pastor." (1st March, 1531.)

" We are establishing here (at Wittemberg) a consistory for the

trial of matrimonial cases, to compel the peasants to observe some

discipline, and to pay the pastors their dues. We need a consistory

as to the latter point for some of our nobles and magistrates.'

(12th Jan., 1541.)

LI1. (p. 209.)â€”" Joachim writes me word that there has been

born at Bamberg, a child with the head of a lion ; it died soon after

its birth. There have also been crosses seen in the air over the

towns, but the catholic clergv have stifled the rumour of these

things." (22nd Jan., 1525.)

" The princes are dying off in great numbers this year; this is

perhaps what the many signs we have had announced.' (6th Sept.,

1525.)

LIII. (p. 212.)â€”In the first instance, Luther had been disposed

to regard the Turks as absolutely an aid sent him by heaven. " They

are," says he, in 1526, " the ministers of divine wrath against our

wicked ones." With the same feeling, he had urged the protestants
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not to take up arms against the Ottomans in favour of the papists ;

" for," said he, " the papists are not a jot better than the Turks."

In the preface, he wrote for a book published by Dr. Jonas, he says

that the Turks equal the papists, or indeed excel them, in points

which the latter regard as essential to salvationâ€”such as alms, fast-

ings, maceration, pilgrimages, the monastic life, ceremonies, and

other outward works, and it was for this reason the papists said

nothing about the worship of the Mahometans. He takes this

opportunity of exalting alike above these Mahometan and Romanist

"practices," the pure religion of the heart and spirit inculcated by

the gospel.
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Elsewhere, he draws a parallel between the pope and the Turks

which concludes thus: " If we must fight against the Turks, we

must also fight against the pope." All this was when the danger

was comparatively far off; when he saw the Turks nearly and se-

riously menacing the independence of Germany, he over and over

again urged the necessity of keeping up a permanent army on the

frontiers of Turkey, and dailv colled upon all who bore the name of

Christians to implore God for the success of the emperor's arms

against the infidels. He exhorts the elector, in a letter, dated 29th

May, 1538, to take part in the war then preparing against the Turks,

and to forget the intestine quarrels of Germany, in the one imme-

diate object of expelling the common enemy.

"A man worthy of credit, who had been ambassador to the

Turkish court, told Luther one day, that the sultan had asked him

what sort of man Luther was, and of what age, and being informed

that he was about forty-eight, replied: ' I would he were not so

old ; tell him th:it he has a gracious lord in me.' ' God preserve

me from such a gracious lord,' cried Luther, crossing himself.' "

(Tischreden, 432.)

LIV. (p. 213.)â€”Luther, in a letter to the chancellor Brack, in

speaking of the preparations for war set on foot by the landgrave,

says : " Such an aggression on the part of our people would be a

disgrace to our gospel. A revolt such as this, not of peasants, but

of princes, would bring down upon Germany the most terrible evils.

There is nothing would give Satan greater delight." (May, 1528.)

He wrote several letters to the same purport to the elector. Yet at

times he was tempted to let the landgrave have his way. After

reading a letter from Melancthon, who was at the conference, he

said : " What Philip writes here is good stuff, has a good body, is

full of authority and meaning. He says much in a very few words.

I conclude from his statement that we must needs have war. . . .

"lis that cowardly knave of Mayence has done all the mischief.

They must give us an answer speedily, or take the consequences.

If I were the landgrave, as a matter of personal feeling, I would

fall upon them, and either perish myself or exterminate them,
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since they would not give me peace when mv cause was so just."

(Tischreden, 151.) " .

LV. (p. 213.)â€”This prince from a very early period had mani-

fested decided hostility to the Reformation. So long back as

22nd Dec., 1525, we find Luther writing to the duke, and earnestly

entreating him to renounce his persecution of the new doctrine:

" I throw myself at your feet to implore you to cease your impious

proceedings against us. Not that I fear anything you may do to

me, for I have nothing to lose but this miserable body of flesh,

which, in any case, is soon about to return to its mother earth. If

I sought my own advantage, I should in every possible way eu-
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courage persecution, seeing that hitherto it has served me beyond

all expectation. And so again, if it were any satisfaction to me to

render your grace unhappy, I should urge you with my utmost

persuasion to continue in your present violent courses; but it is my

duty, as it is my desire, to consult your grace's salvation, by suppli-

cating you on my knees to cease your criminal assaults upon God

and his word."

LVI. (p. 214.)â€”" My dear Amsdorf,â€”here is Otto Pack, a pocr

exile whom I recommend to your pity ; he will be safer at Magde-

burg than with me, for here I should l1e in constant apprehension

of duke George's compelling me to surrender him." (29th July,

1529.)

LVII. (p. 214.)â€”"At my first interview with prince Albert, when

he asked my opinion about certain matters affecting the rules of his

order, I advised him to set at nought those absurd and unmeaning

rules, to marry, and to give Prussia a political form, converting it

into either a principality or a duchy. Philip fully concurred in my

views, and gave the prince exactly the same counsel. I am sure the

plan might be easily accomplished, if the people and nobles of Prussia

would unite in petitioning the prince to that effect; this would at

once encourage him, and supply him with powerful and satisfactory

reasons for doing that which I am sure he himself desires to do. Do

you, therefore, with Speratus, Amandus, and our other ministers,

bring the people to the desired point; urge them, excite them, so that,

instead of adhering to this abominable hermaphrodite principality,

which is neither lay nor ecclesiastical, they may desire and demand

a regular and proper principality. I should like to induce the

Bishop of to take the same step; and I feel satisfied he would

assent to our views, if his people would only urge the change upon

him." (4th July, 1524.)

The bishop in question had been openly preaching the Reforma-

tion for six months past, " So that," writes Luther, in April, 1525,

at the height of the peasants'warâ€”" so that while the gospel is pro-

gressing at full sail and with uninterrupted- course in Prussia,

whither it was not called, in high and low Germany, where it came
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and entered of itself, it is blasphemed and despised.'

LVIII. (p. 216.)â€”" Pray with me to the God of mercy, that He

will either convert duke George to his gospel, or, if the prince be

not worthy of this, that He take him from the world." (27th March,

1526.)

LIX. (p. 216.)â€”On 31st December, 1528, Luther writes thus to

the elector, on the subject of his controversy with duke George : " I

entreat your electoral grace to leave me and my case entirely to tho

judges, should duke George require it, for it is my duty to hazard
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my head rather than prejudice your grace in any way. Jesus Christ,

I nope, will give me strength enough alone to resist Satan."

LX. (p. 216.)â€”Duke George was, after all, not an ill-natured

persecutor. Having expelled eighty Lutherans from Leipzig, he

gave them permission to retain their houses there, in the possession

of their wives and children, and even to come on a visit to the latter

thrice a year at the fair times. At another time, Luther having

exhorted the protestants of Leipzig to resist the orders of their duke,

the prince contented himself with requesting the elector of Saxony

to prohibit Luther from communicating with his subjects. (Cochlseus,

230.)

LXI. (p. 216.)â€”Some time after this diet, Luther drew up the

following propositions: " First, it is desirable that our party, exclud-

ing the /winglians, should speak for itself alone.

" In the second place, we should write to the emperor, represent-

ing in their very strongest light the benefits which the elector of

Saxony has conferred on church and state ; as thus :

" 1. That he has caused to be taught Christ and his faith in all

their purity, in such a manner as they have not been taught for the

last thousand years; that he has abolished a crowd of abuses and

monstrosities which had operated most injuriously to both church

and state, such as the traffic in masses, the abuse of indulgences, ex-

cesses in excommunication, and many other things which the states

themselves have acknowledged to be intolerable, and of which they

required the abolition at Worms.

" 2. That he resisted the seditious perturhators who were break-

ing images and desecrating the churches.

" 3. That the imperial dignity has been honoured, glorified, vin-

dicated, by him, more than it has been several centuries past.

" 4. That it was we who did most, and underwent most, in sup-

pressing the partisans of Munzer, and thus preserving the public

peace and his majesty's crown.

" That it was we, and none else, who suppressed the sacramenta-

rians, by whom, but for us, the papists would have been utterly an-

nihilated, body and goods.
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" That it was we, in like manner, who repressed the anabaptists.

" That it has been owing to us that the seed sown by wicked

men in divers places, for the purpose of injuring the Holy Trinity,

the faith of Christ, &c, has been prevented from attaining its growth.

I mean hereby Erasmus, Egranus, and their coadjutors in wicked-

ness." (May, 1529.)

LXII. (p. 217.)â€”Luther had made several attempts to restrain

his party from going any further lengths. On the 22nd May,

1529, he wrote to the elector to dissuade him from entering into anv

league against the emperor, and to exhort him rather to refer all

PDF Compressor Pro

APPENDIX. 393

tilings to divine protection. In a letter to Agricola, dated 30th June.

1530, he expresses his approbation of the prudent conduct of the

elector with reference to the emperor.

" Our prince did excellently well in recognising a lord in a

foreign town, and not setting up a claim to be master there, as ho

might, had he been less prudent, have done. Christ says, When

they persecute you in one city, flee to another; and elsewhere, Quit

this house. In my opinion, our prince, as a member which cannot

safely separate itself from the body, should not break with Caesar.

And he himself happily seems of this opinion ; by observing silence,

he has, so to speak, fled to another city, he has quitted the bouse."

To the landgrave of Hesse, in reference to his attempts to reconcile

him with the sacramentarians, Luther writes : " Grace and peace in

Jesus Christ. Most serene lord, I have received the letter wherein

your highness seeks to induce me to proceed to Marburg, for the

purpose of conferring with CEcolampadius and his friends on the

subject of our differences of opinion on the holy sacrament. I cannot

conceal from your highness, that I have very slight hopes of peace

and union resulting from such u conference. Nevertheless, your

highness is entitled to our thanks for the anxiety you manifest m

this matter; and I, for my part, am quite ready to proceed to the

place indicated, though I regard it as a wholly useless step. I

would not leave to our adversaries the glory of having it to say that

they were more desirous of peace and concord than we are. But I

would humbly entreat you, gracious lord and prince, ere we meet

together, to inform yourself whether thev are disposed to make some

concessions to us, for if they are not, I fear that our conference will

do more harm than good, and that the result will consequently be

just the reverse of that which your highness so sincerely and so

laudably contemplates. It can serve no purpose of good for the two

parties to meet and discuss, if each meets the other fully predeter-

mined to yield not a jot of the points in dispute." (23rd June,

1529.)

In a paper drawn up on the same subject, and which is generally

ascribed to Luther, the writer expresses a wish that " some grave
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and learned papists" should be present at the conference, as

witnesses.

To his wife he writes (4th October, 1529) : " Grace and peace in

Jesus Christ. Dear Catherine, you must know that our amicable

confeience at Marburg is over, and that we have agreed upon no one

point whatever, our adversaries persisting as strenuously as before in

seeing merely bread in the Eucharist, and in admitting merely a

spiritual presence of Jesus Christ. Tne landgrave is to address us

once more, to make one more effort to unite us, or. at all events, to

bring us to recognise each other as brothers, as members of the same

body. He labours most indefatigably in this cause, but to little

purpose. We are willing to hold them in all peace and charity, but
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wp cannot accord them the name of brothers. To-morrow, or next

day, I imagine we shall set out for Voigtland, whither the elector

has summoned us.

" Tel! Pomer that the utmost arguments of Zwinglius amounted

to this: that the body cannot exist without space, and that, consequently,

the body of Christ is not in the bread; while all that (Ecolampadius

could achieve was this: that the holy sacrament is merely a symbol of

Christs body. God has thoroughly blinded them ; they could not

answer us at all. The messenger who brings this is pressed for time,

so I will conclude. Pray for us. We are all well, and live exactly the

same as the princes. Embrace Maudlin for me, and little John.

Your devoted servant, Martin Luther."

In another letter to the landgrave of Hesse, on the same subject,

(dated 20th May, 1530,) Luther says: "I have undergone such

perils and dangers for my doctrine, that assuredly I do not desire to

have laboured in vain. It is from no feeling of vanity in myself, or

hatred towards others, that I persevere in my resistance to these men ;

God is my witness, I should long since have adopted their views,

had they shown me their views were right and true; but the reasons

they have hitherto assigned are too feeble to influence me."

LXIII. (p. 219.)â€”He set out from Torgau on the 3rd of April,

and arrived at Augsburg on the 2nd May. His suite was com-

posed of a hundred and sixty horsemen. The divines he had with

him were Luther, Melancthon, Jonas, Agricola, Spalatin, and

Osiander. Luther, being under excommunication, and under the

ban of the empire, remained at Coburg. (Ukert, i. 232.)

. LXIV. (p. 219.)â€”" I am on the confines of Saxony, half-way

between Wittemberg and Augsburg. The last town would not

have been safe for me." (June, 1530.)

LXV. (p. 220.)â€”" My residence is now in the clouds, in the

empire of the birds. Not to mention the infinity of other birds,

whose songs, and chatterings, and confused cries would deafen the

voice of the tempest, there is near me a wood, completely peopled,

every branch of every tree in it, with rooks and crows. From morn-

ing till nightâ€”nay, sometimes from night till morningâ€”there is a
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clamour so incessant, so indefatigable, as to make me fully con-

vinced that in no other one spot in the world are there so many

birds assembled together as there are here. They are not quiet for

one single instant; old and young, parents and children, are eter-

nally cawing away to the praise and honour of crows. Perhaps, by

their so harmonious voices, they charitably intend to bring sleep

gently to my eyelids. Pray God, I may find such to be the case to-

night 'Tis a noble race of birds, and, as thou knowest, very useful

to the world! As I look at them, I seem to have before me the

whole army of sophists and Cochlseists assembled together from all
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parts of the world, for the purpose of giving mÂ» * better idea of

their wisdom and their pleasant language, and to let me see at my

leisure what they are, and what they can do for the world of spirit

and for the world of flesh. We have not as yet heard the nightin-

gale, though the cuckoo, who announces and accompanies the more

agreeable notes of Philomela, has for some time past been glorifying

himself in the woods around me.â€”From the residence of the crows,

this 22nd April, 1530."

LXVI. (p. 221,) â€” At times, however, he sent him words of

consolation. " You have assisted Christ, offered peace, obeyed

Caesar, submitted to insults, undergone vilification. You have not

returned evil for evil; in a word, you have worthily laboured in the

holy work of the Lord, as befits saints to do; rejoice, therefore, in

His holy name. You have long enough been afflicted and cast

down by the world. Look up, raise your head firmly; the hour ot

redemption approaches. I will canonize you as one of Christ's most

faithful servants; there needs no more than this for your glory."

(15th September, 1530.)

LXVII. (p. 225.)â€”" Please God, we may be thought worthy to

be burned or slaughtered by him (the pope). If, however, we do

not merit to give testimony by our blood, let us at least implore

God to grant us this grace, to testify by our life and words that Jesus

Christ alone is our Lord, and that we adore him, in secula seculorum.

Amen." (Op. Lat. ii. 270.)

LXVIII. (p. 225.)â€”" At the diet of Augsburg, duke William

of Bavaria, who was strongly opposed to the evangelical doctrine,

asked Dr. Eck : " Cannot we overthrow these opinions by the Holy

Scripture ?" " No," said Eck ;" onlv by the fathers." Whereupon the

bishop of Mayence observed: " Iruly, our divines are making a

pretty defence for us. The Lutherans show us their opinions in the

Scripture, chapter and verse; we are fain to go elsewhere." The

same bishop remarked: " The Lutherans have one article which we

cannot gainsay, even though we could all the rest; and that is, their

article about marriage." (Tischreden, p. 99.)

LXIX. (p. 225.)â€”Luther, in a letter addressed to the bishop,
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exhorting him to peace, says: " I cannot take away from before my

weeping eyes poor Germany; so unhappy, so abandoned, so despised,

sold to so many traitors at once. My dear country! I would

give my life to see her happy!" (6th July, 1530.)

LXX. (p. 226.)â€”Luther was quite conscious of his real position,

his real strength. " If I were to be killed by the papists, mv death

would serve as a secure protection for those who shall come ofter me,

and the wild beasts, my enemies, would be more cruelly punished

than they will be at my hands, or than I should perhaps wish them
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to be. For there is One who will some day cry, Where is thy brother

Abel* And He will brand the murderers on the forehead, and

send them forth as fugitives and wanderers over the face of the

earth. Our race is now under the protection of the Most High,

who has said : / will show mercy unto thousands of them that love me,

and heep my commandments. I believe His word." (30th June,

1530.)

" If I were to be killed in some papist commotion, I should carry

away with me in my suite plenty of papist bishops, and priests, and

monks ; so that the people would say: ' Truly Dr. Martin Luther

is escorted to the tomb by a fine procession ; he is, certes, a very

grand doctor indeed, to be accompanied in his funeral by so many

bishops, And priests and monksâ€”all, to do him the more honour,

stretched on their backs as dead as he ;' for in that way we should

make our last journey together." (Cochlasus, 211 ' extract from

a book of Luther's, entitled, Advice to the German*. 1532.)

" The catholics," it was said to him, " charge you with several

wilfully false interpretations in your translation of the Scriptures."

" They've got too long ears by half," replied he; " with their hihau!

hihau! their heads are not sound enough to judge of a translation

even from the Latin. Tell them that Dr. Martin Luther abides by

his translation ; regarding a papist and an ass as one and the same

thing:

" Sic volo, sic juheo, sit proratione voluntas."

(The only authority for this is Cochlaeus.)

LXXT. (p. 226.) " He deserves not only the title of king, but

even that of Caesar, since he has conquered him whose power had

no equal on the earth. He who thus offered his body a sacrifice for

God's sake, is not merely a priest, he is a sovereign pontiff, a genuine

pope. Justly is he called Leon-hard, that is to say, Lions-strength,

for he is a strong and intrepid lion." (22nd October, 1524.)

To Hausmann : " I suppose you have heard of Gaspard Tauber,

the new martyr of Vienna, who has been beheaded and burned in

that city for the sake of God's word. The same glorious fate has

befallen a bookseller of Buda, in Hungary, whom they burned in the
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midst of his books." (12th November, 1524.)

There were, in point of fact, a good many partisans of the new

doctrine in Vienna: " When, after the diet of Augsburg, cardinal

Campeggio entered that city with king Ferdinand, the reformists

dressed up a great wooden doll in the costume of a cardinal, tied

round its neck an imitation of the pope's indulgence bull, with seal

and all, and some indulgences, and setting the doll astride a dog,

with a pig's bladder full of peas, fastened to its tail, sent it running

down the street in front of the imperial and papal cavalcade."

(Tischreden, 215.)

If we are to believe Cochlscus, Luther afterwards, in his turn, be-
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came a persecutor. According' to this very doubtful authority, a

Lutheran having, in 1532, gone back to the old faith, Luther had

him brought to Wittemberg, imprisoned, and a prosecution com-

menced against him. As nothing warranting the interference of

justice could be made out, the man was set at liberty ; but he was

ever afterwards bitterly persecuted by the protestants. (Cochlseus,

218.)

LXXII. (p. 227.) Both sides, however, were so apprehensive of

the result of a struggle, that, contrary to all expectation, peace was

maintained. "I admire, with profound devotion, this miracle of God,

by which all threatening appearances have been dispersed, like a

cloud of smoke. Everybody fully anticipated that in the spring

Germany would be involved in a sanguinary war." (June, 1531.)

The fear of a new insurrection of the peasantry greatly contributed

to preserve the peaceful attitude of the princes : " The peasants,"

writes Luther, on the 19th July, 1530, " are beginning to re-

assemble. Sixty of them attempted the other night to take the

castle of Hohenstein by surprise. You see that, notwithstanding

the presence of the emperor, we must take precautions against

another revolt. What a state of things, if the papists were to com-

mence hostilities at such a juncture!"

LXXIII. (p. 227.) So far from anything of the sort, he had, as

we have already observed, in 1539, urgently dissuaded the elector

from entering into any league that might be formed against the

emperor. " An alliance of such a kind could not possibly meet with

our sanction. Should its result be, as it must be, some public

calamity, perhaps even open war, we should feel ourselves respon-

sible ; and we prefer dying a hundred deaths to having to reproach

ourselves with a single drop of blood shed for the gospel. It is not

with such arms we fight. It is our part to suffer. It is not for us to

avenge ourselves upon our oppressors; but to leave everything in

the hands of God. I therefore humbly entreat your electoral grace

not to allow any present danger to involve you in hostile measures.

We will offer up our prayers to God; but our hands shall remain

pure from blood and crime. Were it even to happen, (which I do
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not anticipate,) that the emperor should demand me or my friends to

be delivered up to him, we will, under the protection of God, appear

before him, rather than compromise your electoral grace in any

degree, as I have repeatedly told your august brother, the late elector

Frederick." (18th November, 1529.)

LXXIV. (p. 227.) In the Tischreden, (p. 397,) Luther speaks out

more explicitly: "It is not for religion they will fight. The emperor

has seized upon the bishops of Utrecht and Liege, and he has offered

the duke of Brunswick to let him quietly take possession of Hildes-

ueiir.. He absolutely hungers and thirsts after ecclesiastical territories;
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he devours them. Our princes do not like this; for they want to

have a share in the meal. He wont let them, if he can help it, and

so they'll go to fisticuffs ; but not about religion." (1530.)

" I have often been asked by my gracious lord what I should do

if a highway robber were to attack me ? I should resist, I have

replied, for the sake of the prince whose servant and subject I am;

and, so far, I consider I might kill the robber, and receive the sacra-

ment afterwards, with a safe conscience. But if it is in the asser-

tion of God, and in my capacity as preacher, that I am attacked,

then my duty is to submit, recommending myself to the protection

of God, to his vengeance, if I fall, upon my oppressor. I use the

knife, therefore, only on the highway, and against the highway

robber. The anabaptists are desperate rogues, but they abstain

from carrying arms, and lay claim to great patience and long-

suffering.'

" As I was speaking in favour of peace, the landgrave of Hesse

interrupted me: ' Sir doctor, your counsel is good, perhaps; but

what if we follow it not Y" (1536.)

To the question as to the right of resistance, Luther replied, " that

according to public law, natural law, and reason, resistance to unjust

authority was quite permissible. There is no difficulty on the point,

till you bring it within the jurisdiction of theology.

" The question would not have been difficult to solve in the time

of the apostles, for then all the authorities were pagans. But now

that all the princes are Christians, or pretend to be so, it is far more

difficult to decide, for a prince and a Christian are near relations.

Whether a Christian may defend himself against authority, is matter

for grave reflection. After all, it is from the pope I tear the sword,

and not from the emperor."

He gives us the following summary of the arguments which he

should have addressed to the Germans, had he decided upon exhort-

ing them to resistance:

" 1. The emperor has neither the right nor the power to ordc,-

this; beyond a doubt, if he orders it, he ought not to be obeyed.

2. It is not I who excite disorder, I oppose it, and do my best to
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prevent it; it is they are the authors of it who order that which is

contrary to God's Word. 3. Do not make so light of the matter.

If you give the fool drink, take heed he spit not in your face. He is

thirsty enough, for that matter, and asks nothing better than to

drink his fill. Well, you will fight: bow your heads to receive

the blessing: Good luck to you !â€”a joyful victory to you! I,

Dr. Martin Luther, your apostle, have spoken to youâ€”have warned

you, as it was my duty to do."

He says, further onâ€”" You slight my doctrine. You would

catch Luther in his words, as the Pharisees sought to do with Christ.

But, if I chose (which I do not), I could give you a gloss which
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should thoroughly perplex you. I would say, this resistance is not

against the emperor, but against God. On the other hand, that a

political person, a citizen, a subject, is not a Christian person ; that

it in no way entered into Christ's purpose to destroy the laws, the

policy, and government of the world: Render unto Camr the things

which are Casar's, and unto God the things which are God's. Only

obey not in that which is counter to God and to his Word.

" I condemn revolt, at the peril of my body, of my life, of my

honour, of my worldly goods. I would have you forbear. If you

proceed, I will hold my peace, and perish with you. You will go

to hell, in the name of all the devils, and I to heaven, in the name of

Jesus Christ. They desire to abuse our doctrine, but they shall see

that at least it is not erroneous in itself.

" .... To kill a tyrant is not permitted to any man not in-

vested with public functions, for the fifth commandment says, Thou

shall do no murder. But if I surprise a man with my wife or

daughter, though he be not a tyrant, I have a full right to kill him,

like any murderer or highway robber." (Tischreden, 397.)

" The worthy and truly noble seigneur, Gaspard von Kokritz,

has requested me, my dear John, to give you my opinion whether,

in the event of the emperor's making war upon our princes, on the

subject of the gospel, it would be lawful for our people to resist^ and

defend themselves. I delivered my views upon this subject in the

time of the late duke John. It is now somewhat late in the day to

ask my opinion, since the princes have determined among them-

selves that it is lawful and right to resist and defend themselves, and

since they will not attend to what I have so distinctly stated my

views to be. . . . Strengthen not the impious against our princes;

leave the field open to the anger and judgment of God, which they

have so long been calling for with insane eagerness, with laughter

and gaiety. At the same time, hold up as an example to our people

the conduct of the Maccabees, who followed not those who went

forth to defend themselves against Antiochus, but, in the purity of

their hearts, allowed themselves to be killed, rather than go against

the word of God." (8th Feb. 1539.)
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In his treatise De Seculari Potestate, dedicated to the duke of

Saxony, he says : " In Misnia, in Bavaria, and other places, the

tyrants have promulgated an edict, calling upon all persons to deliver

up their New Testaments to the magistrates. If the subjects obey

this edict, it is not a book which they give up at the peril of their

souls, but Christ himself whom they deliver into the hands of Herod.

If the authorities, however, seek to take the Testaments by force,

they must be submitted to; resistance must not be made to actual

violence. Princes are of this world, and Ms world u the enemy of

God.

" We must not obey Caesar, if he makes war upon our party. The
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Turk does not attack the Alcoran; the emperor should not attack

the gospel." (Cochlaeus, 210.)

LXXV. (p. 227.)â€”The elector had put it to Luther, whether it

would be permissible to resist the emperor, sword in hand. He

answered in the negative, adding, " If, however, the emperor, not

content with being suzerain of the princes' territories, should require

of them to persecute, to put to death, or to expel their subjects for the

gospel's sake, the princes, necessarily convinced, as they must be, that

this would be acting against the will of God, must refuse obedience,

as they would be violating their Christian faith, and rendering them-

selves accomplices in the emperor's crime. Except as to this, they

must let the emperor do as he thinks fit, and not defend their subjects

against him; he will have to render an account of all he does."

Further on, he says, speaking of civil war: " What carnage, what

fearful misery, would then cover the whole German land 1 A prince

should prefer to die three times over, to lose his estates three times

over, to being the cause of such horrible disorders, even only a con-

senter thereto. What conscience could support such a reflection!

The devil would rejoice in such a state of things. God preserve us

from it and him!" (6th March, 1530.)

LXXVI. (p. 229.)â€”The elector having reprimanded him for an

excess of violence in two of his writings, the Advice to my dear Ger-

mans, and the Comment on the pretended Imperial Edict, Luther re-

plied (16th April, 1531), that he had only been answering the still

more violent attacks of his enemies, and that it would be unjust to

impose silence upon him, and let the others have their swing. " I found

it,' he says, " quite impossible to be any longer silent upon an affair

which concerns me more nearly than it does any one else. Were I

to pass over unnoticed so public a condemnation of my doctrines, it

would amount to an abandonment, to an abnegation of that doctrine,

on my own part. Rather than submit to this, I would brave the

anger of all the devils in hell, of the whole world, including the

entire imperial council. They say my two writings are sharp and

cutting, and they are quite right in that statement: I did not intend

them to be otherwise; I am only sorry that their edge was not twice
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as sharp. Any one who takes into consideration the violence dis-

played by my enemies, must needs admit that I was not severe

enough Everybody vociferates against us, the most odious

calumnies are circulated to our dishonour, and yet when I, poor

man, venture to raise my voice in vindication of my doctrines, I am

rebuked for making such a noise, as though nobody had said a word

but I.... The short of the matter is, that whatever we do and say

is wrong, even though we were to perform miracles, and revive the

dead; while all they say and do is right, even though they were to

bathe Germany in tears and blood."
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LXXVII. (p. 229.)â€”" Throughout, up to the present period

1534, and more especially at the diet of Augsburg, we have humbly

ottered the pope and the bishop to receive consecration and spiritual

authority from them, and to assist them in the preservation of this

right; but they have always repelled us. If, then, there should, one

of these days, befal sacerdotal consecration what has already befallen

indulgences, 'twill be no fault of ours. I offered to hold my peace

respecting indulgences, if my adversaries were also ordered to hold

their peace ; they rejected my offer, and now the world cannot suffi-

ciently show its contempt for indulgences; the country is covered,

as it were, with torn up indulgences and papal letters, and broken

papal seals. Just in the same way will disappear the power of con-

secrating, and the chrism, and the tonsures, until no one will be able

to distinguish which is the bishop and which the priest." (Cochlaeus,

245; an extract from Luther's De Angvlari missu.)

LXXVIII. (p. 230.)â€” The anabaptists had long since been in

motion in Germany. " We have here a new sort of prophets, come

from Antwerp, who pretend that the Holy Ghost is nothing more

than the natural reason and intellect." (27th March, 1525.)

" There is nothing new, except that they say the anabaptists are

increasing, and extending in every direction." (28th Dec. 1527.)

" The new sect of anabaptists is making astonishing progress ;

they are people who conduct themselves with very great external

propriety, anil go through fire and water unflinchingly in support of

their doctrines." (31st Dec. 1527.)

'. Bavaria is full of disorder. ... It does not seem to me desirable

that you should take any steps for delivering these perturbators into

the hands of the magistrate ; they will speedily come into his hands

of themselves, and then the council will banish them from the town.

The words of Munzer are everywhere in circulation, conveying his

notion about the future perdition of the wicked, and the reign of the

just upon earth. Cellarius is prophesying about this in a book he

has just published. He is a spirit of revolt." (27th Jan. 1528.)

LXXIX. (p. 244.)â€”On the 12th of Mny, 1528, he writes to

Link : " Thou hast seen, I think, mj- Antischwermcrum, and my
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dissertation on the digamy of bishops. The courage of the dying

anabaptists resembles that of the donatists, of whom St. Augustine

makes mention, or the fury of the Jews at the taking of Jerusalem.

The true martyrs, such as our Leonard Keiser, depart hence in fear

and humility, and praying for their executioners; the conduct of

these men is mere obstinacy, arising in great measure from the

malignant hatred of their adversaries."

LXXX. (p. 245.)â€”Extract from an old anabaptist hymn booh.â€”

" The words of Algerius are a miracle: ' Here,' said he, at the

place of trial, ' here others groan and weep; I am full of joy. In

D r>
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my prison, the army of heaven appeared before me; infinite martyrs

have been with me every day. Full of joy, of delight, of the very

ecstasy of grace, I saw the Lord on his throne.'

" ' But your country,' said those about him, ' your friends, your

relations, your profession, can you quit all these without reluctance?'

He replied: ' No man can banish me from my country, for it is at

the foot of the celestial throne; there my enemies will become my

friends, and we shall together sing the same song of praise. As to

my profession, physicians, artists, labourers cannot truly succeed here

below; he who knows not the power of God has but a blind power.'

The judges, furious with him, menaced him with the flames. ' In

the strength of the flames,' said Algerius, ' you will discover mine.'

(Winderhorn, i.)

LXXXI. (p. 248.)â€”The following passages from Ruchat's His-

tory of the Reformation in Switzerland, furnish a good idea of the

strange enthusiasm manifested by the anabaptists. " In 1529, nine

anabaptists were apprehended at Bale, and put into prison. They

were subsequently brought before the senate, and the ministers

were summoned to confer with them. First, (Ecolampadius briefly

explained to them the Apostles' Creed and that of St. Athanasius,

informing them that these comprehended the true and indubitable

Christian faith which Jesus Christ and the apostles had preached.

Then the burgomaster, Adelbort Meyer, addressing the anabaptists,

said, ' You have heard a sound explanation of the Christian faith ;

it is now for you, who have complained of our ministers, to speak

out openly and unequivocally, and fearlessly to say what it is in them

or their doctrines that you disapprove of'.' But neither of them

said a word; all remained silently looking at each other. The

chief usher then said to one of them, a turner by trade : ' How is it

that thou sayest nothing now, thou who hast never ceased talking

everywhere else, in the streets, in the shops, in prison ?' As they

still remained silent, Marl; Hedelin, the chief warden, addressing

the principal anabaptist, suid : ' What answerest thou, brother, to

that which has been put to thee ?' The anabaptist replied: ' I do

not acknowledge you for a brother.' ' Why so ?' returned Hedelin.
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' Because you are not a Christian. Amend your life, correct your

faith, lay aside your office, and then we may accept you as a bro-

ther.' ' Wherein dost thou think I sin so greatly ?' asked Hedelin,

' You know very well,' replied the anabaptist.

" The burgomaster here interposed, and ordering the accused to

speak more gently and respectfully, pressed him to give an answer

to that which had been put to him. The anabaptist replied: ' I

deem that no Christian can hold a worldly magistracy, for it is said,

He that takes up the sword, shall perish with the sword. I hold that

the baptism of infants is an invention of the devil and of the pope,

and that we ought to baptize only grown pers ns, according to the

order of Jesus Christ.'
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" (Ecolampadius undertook to refute him, and to show him and

his co-relisrionists, with the utmost possible gentleness, that the

passages they cited in defence of their views had a totally different

meaning from that which they put upon them, and that all the

ancient doctors, as well as Scripture, were against these opinions.

' My dear friends,' he said, ' you evidently do not understand the

Holy Scriptures; you handle them most unlearnedly, most un-

couthly.' He was about to show them the true meaning of the pas-

sages, when one of them, a miller, interrupted him, and calling him

a chattering seducer, said, that what he alleged against them was

nothing to the purpose: that they had in their hands the pure and

real word of God, to which they would cleave in life and death. He

said that at that moment the Holy Ghost was speaking through his

lips. He excused himself for his inability to speak eloquently, say-

ing that he had never paid any attention to study, that he had been

at no university, and that, indeed, from his early youth, he had hated

human wisdom, which he regarded as full of deceit and falsehood.

That he knew the tricks of the scribes, who were ever seeking to

dazzle and blind the eves of the simple-minded. He then fell to

crying and wailing, saying that after having heard the word of God,

he hail renounced the ill life he before led; and that now, by bap-

tism, he had received the pardon of his sins, he was persecuted of

men, whereas, in the time when he was plunged in all sorts of

vice, no one chastised him, nor put him in prison, as was done to him

now. He had been thrust into a dungeon, like a murderer, he said:

what was his crime ? &c. The conference having now lasted until

dinner-time, the senate adjourned.

" After dinner, tho ministers entered into a discussion with the

anabaptists, on the subject of the magistracy. One of their number

replying in a common-sense way to the questions addressed to him,

the rest were quite angry with him, because, as they said, he thereby

showed that he was not firm in the faith. They accordingly inter-

rupted him : ' Leave us to speak,' said they, ' we who understand

the Scriptures can reply to these questions better than thou who art

yet but a novice, and art not capable of defending our faith against
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these foxes.' The turner then assuming the lead, maintained that

St. Paul, (Romans, xiii.,) in speaking of the higher powers, does

not mean magistrates, but simply ecclesiastical superiors. CEcolam-

padius denied this position, and called upon the other to show in what

place of the Bible he found any proof of it. The turner replied :

' Rummage the Old and New Testament yourself; you've done so

to some purpose, having found a text there which, according to your

own interpretation, directs that you are u> receive a salary. For mv

part, I have no time to spare, being obliged to support myself witn

the labour of my hands, in order to be a burden upon no one else.'

This sally giving rise to a laugh in the persons present, (Ecolam-

dd 2
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padius said, gravely: ' Gentlemen, this is no time for laughing, an.i

no matter for jest; if I receive from the church my daily support, I

can prove from Scripture that it is reasonable and lawful for me to

do so : to controvert this were impious sedition. Rather pray that

the Lord, for the sake of His glory, may soften their hard hearts,

and enlighten their understandings.'

" After some more discussion of the same kind, the hour of rising

came nigh, when, all at once, one of the anabaptists, who had as yet

said not a word, began bawling out, in a voice broken by tears and

sobs: ' The Last Day is at vour gate! Amend your lives! the

axe is already put to the tree I Throw no imputations on our doc-

trine of baptism, for your own sakes! Oh, for the love of Jesus,

persecute not the righteous! The Judge is near at hand, and will

punish the ill-doer.'

" The Burgomaster interrupted him, saying this noisy lamentation

could not be permitted; that he must speak quietly and rationally

on the subject of his doctrine, or hold his peace. The man began

his vociferations again, but he was silenced. The Burgomaster then

stated to the accused, that the senate had caused them to be arrested,

not on account of their peculiar opinions, but by reason of their

wicked and seditious conduct. One of them, it appeared, had com-

mitted a murder, another had preached up the doctrine that it was un-

lawful to pay debts, a third had sought to excite public commotion,

and so on. It was for these crimes they had been arrested, and they

would be detained in prison until the law should decide respecting

them.

" Thereupon one of them began crying out: ' Brethren, resist not

the wicked ones. Even though the enemy stand before your gate,

shut it not. Let them go on ; they can do nothing against us

without the consent of our Father, who has told us that the hairs of

our head are numbered. I say even more: I say you should not

resist a robber in a wood. Think you that God does not watch

over us ?' The man would hardlv hold his peace, though re-

peatedly ordered to do so. (lluchat, ii. 498 )

There was another disputation after this. ' The Zwinglian
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minister addressed them gently, and in a friendly manner. lie

remonstrated with thein that even were their views true, they did

wrong to separate from the church, and preach in woods and helds,

and other places apart. He then proceeded to explain to them very

plainly and briefly the doctrine of the church, but one of them in-

terrupting him, said: ' We have received the Holy Ghost in our

baptism; we need no instruction in the matter.' A member of the

senate then said to them:' "We are directed to inform you, that out

of pity for you as misguided men, we are ready to let you pass

without punishment, on condition that you forthwith quit the

country, and promise not to return here, at least not until you
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havn amended yourselves.' One of the anabaptists replied: 'What

means this order ? the magistrate is not a master of the country

that he can direct us to quit it, and go elsewhere. God has told us

to inhabit the land he has given us. I shall obey his commands,

and remain in the country where 1 was born, and where I have been

brought up. This no man has a right to forbid.' However, the

senate soon let him know otherwise." (Ruchat, ii. 102.)

" There was at Hale an anabaptist named Conrad in Gassen, who

put forth some strange blasphemies, as for instanceâ€”that Jesus

Christ was not our Redeemer, that he was not God, that he was not

born of the Virgin Mary. He held prayer to be of no account, and

when it was urged upon him that Jesus Christ prayed on the Mount

of Olives, he replied with brutal insolence : 'Who heard him ?' As

he was found to be quite incorrigible, he was condemned to have

his head cut off. This impious fanatie reminds me of another in

our own time, who led astray several persons in my neighbourhood,

some years ago, persuading them that neither bread nor wine ought

to be used. And when it was objected to him one day at Geneva,

that the first miracle performed by our Lord was the turning water

into wine, he replied : ' that Jesus Christ was very young at that

time, and that it was a juvenile error of his which we must over-

look.'" (lb. iii. 104.)

The Reformation, taking its rise in Saxony, soon gained the banks

of the Rhine, and ascending the stream, became associated in Swit-

zerland with the Waldensian rationalism. It even ventured to cross

the mountains into catholic Ital v. Melancthon, who throughout main-

tained a correspondence with Bembo and Sadoleti, the two apostolic

secretaries, was for some time better known to the Italian literati

than Luther, and it was to him they referred the honour of the first

attack upon Rome. But the importance of Luther growing with

the growth of the Reformation, he soon became recognised in Italy

as the leader of the protestant party. It was in this character that

he was addressed by Alfieri in 1542. in the name of the protestant

churches of the north east of Italy .

" To the most excellent and most upright doctor and master in
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the Holy Scriptures, Martin Luther, our chief and brother in Christ,

the brothers of the church of Venice, Vicenza, and Treiso, wish

health.

" We humbly confess our great fault and our ingratitude, in

having so long delayed to recognise and acknowledge how vast a

debt we owe to thee, who hast opened unto us the way of salvation.

We are exposed to all the rage of antichrist, and his cruelty towards

God's elected ones becomes, day after day, more terrible. Wandering

and dispersed, we await with impatience the coming of the Lord's

mighty one. Do thou, whom God has placed in charge of his flock

until his comingâ€”do thou watch, we pray thee, do thou drive away
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the wolves which hover round about to devour us. Solicit the most

serene princes of Germany, who follow the gospel, to write on our

behalf to the senate of Venice, calling upon it to moderate and suspend

the violent measures which it is adopting against the Lord's flock, at

the suggestion of the pope's ministers. . . . Thou knowest how our

church has increased in these parts, how much wider the gate of thv

gospel has opened here. Do thou, then, labour on, in the common

cause." (Seckendorf, iii. 401.)

" Charles V. himself contributed to spread the name and doctrine^

of Luther in the Peninsula, by constantly pouring into that country

fresh bands of lanzknechts, among whom there were many protest-

ants. It is well known that George Von Freundsberg, the leader of

the German troops in the service of the constable de Bourbon, swore

to strangle the pope with the gold chain he wore round his neck.

The author of a Lutheran history relates that one of these German

soldiers openly promised that he would soon eat a piece of the pope.

He adds, that after the taking of Rome, some of the Germans turned

a chapel into a stable, and, collecting a number of the pope's Bulls,

made litter of them for their horses. Then, dressing themselves in

sacerdotal habits, they proclaimed as pope one of their comrades, who

thereupon holding a consistory with the rest, resigned the popedom

to Luther. (Cochlaeus, 156.) Luther, indeed, was solemnly pro-

claimed pope by the Germans on another occasion. A number of

these troops assembled one day in the streets of Rome, on horses and

mules. One of them, named Grunwald, remarkable for his stature,

was apparelled as pope, with a triple crown on his head, and mounted

on a mule richly caparisoned. Other troopers were dressed as car-

dinals, with hats on their heads, the colours of their garments being

scarlet or white, according to the persons whom each represented.

They then formed, and proceeded through the streets, to the sound

of drums and fifes, surrounded by an immense crowd, and, in short,

with all the pomp and circumstance usual in pontifical processions.

Whenever they came opposite a cardinal's palace, Grunwald blessed

the people in the accustomed form. By and by, he got off his

mule, and the soldiers, placing him in a chair, carried him the
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rest of the way on their shoulders. On arriving at the castle of St.

Angelo, the mock pope took a large goblet filled with wine, anj

drank off its contents to the health of Clement, the rest of the party

doing the same. He then administered the usual oath to his car-

dinals, adding, that he called upon them to render homage to the

emperor, their legitimate and only sovereign; he made them promise

that they would no longer trouble the peace of the empire by their

intrigues and machinations, but that, following the precepts of the

gospel, and the example of Jesus Christ and his apostles, they would

remain submissive to the civil power. After an harangue, in which

he recapitulated the wars, the murders, the sacrileges, the crimes of
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all sorts of which the popes had been guilty, the pretended pontiff

solemnly undertook to transfer, by way of will, his authority and

power to Martin Luther. ' He alone,' said Grunwald, ' can

remedy all these abuses, can put in order the bark of St. Peter, so

that it may no longer be the sport of the winds and waves.' Then,

raising his voice, he exclaimed: ' Let all those who are of this opinion

declare the same by holding up their hand;' whereupon the multi-

tude of soldiers raised their hands, shouting Long live pope Luther!

All this passed under the eyes of pope Clement VII." (Macrie, Hist,

of the Reformation in Italy, 66â€”7.)

The works of Zwinglius being all written in Latin, circulated more

readily in Italy than those of the reformers of Northern Germany,

who did not always make use of this learned and universal language.

This circumstance, no doubt, was one of the causes of the character

which the Reformation assumed in Italy, and, more particularly, in

the academy of Vicenza, where Socinianism took its rise. The works

of Luther, however, passed the Alps at an early period: "Blaise

Salmosius, bookseller of Leipzig, gave me, the other day, some of

your treatises. As they received the high approbation of our learned

men, to whom I showed them, I have had them reprinted here, and

have sent six hundred copies into France and Spain. They are

selling greatly in Paris ; and my friends write me word, that even

in the Sorbonne there are persons who read and like them. Indeed,

1 know that many of the learned in that country have long desired

to see theology placed upon an independent footing. Calvi, the book-

seller at Pavia has undertaken to pass a great part of the edition into

Italy. He has promised also to transmit to us all the epigrams

which shall be composed in your honour by the literati of his country.

Such is the favour into which your courage and talents have already

brought yourself, and the cause of Christ." (Letter to Luther,

dated 14th February, 1519.)

On the 19th September, 1520, Burchard Schenk writes from

Venice to Spalatin : " I have read what you sent me of Dr. Martin

Luther's. His reputation reached us a long time ago. It is said

here, that he need be on his guard against the pope. Two months
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bock, ten of his books were brought to this city, and immediately

sold. . . . God guide him in the way of truth and charity." (Secken-

dorf, 115.)

Some of Luther's productions made their way into Romeâ€”nay,

even into the Vatican, under the wing of some orthodox personage,

whose name replaced on the title page that of the heretic author. It

was in this way that several cardinals had occasion to regret the

warm commendations they had unthinkingly passed upon The Com-

mentary upon the Epistle to the Romans, and The Treatise on Justi-

fication, which they deemed to be the works of a certain Cardinal

Fregoso, though, in reality, as our readers are aware, they were thn
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