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BOOK THE SECOND.

1521â€”1528.

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

1521-1524.

Luther's residence at the castle of Wartburgâ€”He returns to Wittemberg

without the elector's sanctionâ€”His writings against the king of Eng-

land, and against princes in general.

"Whilst in Worms the Roman party was furious at having

allowed the audacious innovator to escape, he himself was

securely looking down upon his enemies from the platform of

the donjon of Warthurg. In that quiet retreat, he was at

full leisure to resume his flute, to sing his German psalms, to

translate his Bible, and to thunder forth against the pope and

the devil.1

" The rumour has gone abroad," writes Luther, " that it

was friends from Franconia who took me prisoner." And

1 " At times the chatelain sent secretly for some of Luther's acquaintance,

the nearest at hand, who repaired to Warthurg at night, and, rising early in

the morning, assembled around the monk in one of the castle halls, and

heard from his lips the words of his doctrine, returning to their homes at

nightfall. Luther's table was well served, daily provided with game and

with plenty of the glorious Rhine wine, the monk was always so fond of.

The chatelain was courteous, attentive, respectful to his prisoner, who at

.one time felt a mistrust that he was living at the worthy man's expense :

' But after all,' he writes to Spalatin,' I am satisfied it is the prince who is -

paymaster; I would not remain here another hour, if I really thought, upon

reflection, that I was living at my guardian's cost. At the cost of the prince,

with all my heart; for, if one must be a charge to somebody, it is well to

be a charge upon princes; princes and thieves, you know, are pretty well

synonymous terms. But I wish you to ascertain the precise state of the

case, and let me know.'"
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elsewhere : " They imagined, as I suspect, that Luther had

been killed, or condemned to eternal silence, in order that the

common weal might once more fall powerless beneath the

weight of sophistical tyranny, the downfall of which its abet-

tors so hated me for having commenced." He took care,

however, to let his friends know that he was still alive. He

writes to Spalatin (June, 1521): "I would not for the

world have the letter I now send you fall by any negligence

of your own, or of those about you, into the hands of our

enemies. . . I wish you to get the portion of Gospel I

send you herewith, copied by some careful person ; it is

essential that my hand should not be seen in the matter just

at present."â€”" I had fully intended in this, my solitude, to

dedicate to my host, a book on the Traditions of Men, for

he has asked me to give him some information on that sub-

ject ; but I have not done so, least I should thereby disclose

the place of my retreat."â€”" It is with great difficulty I have

obtained permission to send you this letter, so fearful are

they of its becoming known where I am."

" The priests and the monks, who played their gambols

while I was at liberty, have become so afraid since my cap-

tivity, that they themselves are beginning to modify the pre-

posterous extravagances they were wont to send forth against

me. They find they can no longer resist the pressure of the

increasing crowd of questioners, and they know not in what

direction to make their escape. See you not herein the arm

of the Mighty One of Jacob, all that he is doing for us, while

we hold our peace, while we stand aside, while we pray to

him. Is not this a fulfilment of the sayings of Moses : The

Lord shall fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.

One of the fellows at Rome, has written to a Mayence hoo-

poe :' "Luther is quashed just as we wished; but the

people are so excited about him, that I fear we shall run a

chance of losing our lives, if we do not go in search of him,

candle in hand, and bring him back."
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Luther dates his letters : from the region of the air; from

the region of birds; or, from amidst the birds which sing

sweetly on the branches of the tall trees, and praise God,

1 This description, applied to one of the dignitaries of the church, reminds

one of Rabelais' marvellous birds, his papegoU, his evigot$, Ace.
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night and day, with all their might; or, again, from the

mountain; from the Isle of Patmos.

It was from this spot that, in a series of mournful but elo-

quent letters to various persons, he unfolded the sad thoughts

that came over him in his solitude \ eremo meo) : " What art

thou doing now, my Philip ?"he writes, to Melancthon (12th

May). " Prayest thou for me ? As to myself, I sit gloomy

all the day long, I place before my eyes the figure of the

church, and I see these words of Psalm lxxxix. : Where-

fore hast thou made all men in vain. Oh God! how horrible a

form of the anger of God, is this abominable rule of the Anti-

christ of Rome ! I hate the hardness of my heart, which

does not dissolve in torrents of tears, weeping the children of

my slaughtered people. There is not one among them who

rises up, who puts himself in the front, for God's sake, who

makes of himself a rampart for the house of Israel in thiy

day of desolation and anger. O reign of the pope, refuse of

ages ! God have mercy upon us."

On the 24th May, he writes thus : " When I consider this

horrible season of anger, I only ask to find in my eyes floods

of tears to lament the desolation of men's souls, occasioned by

this kingdom of sin and perdition. The monster has its seat

in Rome, in the very midst of the church, and proclaims it-

self God ; pontiffs adulate it, the sophists offer it incense,

and there is nothing which the hypocrites refuse to do for it.

Meanwhile, hell's heart is gladdened, and its immense jaws

are opening wide; Satan's sport is in the perdition of souls.

As to me, I Bit still all day long, drinking and doing nothing.

I read the Bible in Greek and in Hebrew. I shall write

something in German one of these days, on the Liberty of

Auricular Confession. I shall also continue the Psalter and

the Commentaries, directly I receive from Wittemberg the

books I need for that purpose; among other things, there is

the Magnificat, which I have already begun." The mourn-

ful solitude in which he now found himself, brought with it
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a recurrence of Luther's early trials and temptations. Thus

he writes to Melancthon (July 13): " Thy letter displeased

me in a twofold point of view; first, because I see by it that

thou bcarest thy cross with impatience, that thou yieldest too

much to the affections, that thou art, according to thy wont,

too tender-hearted; secondly, because thou exaltest me far
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above my merits; thou art under sad error, in attributing to

me such qualities and such virtues, as though I were a man

who devoted myself to the cause of God. The high opinion

thou hast of me confounds me, agonizes me, seeing myself, as

I do see myself, insensible and hardened, a slave to sloth,

rarely, alas, prayingâ€”unable even to send forth a groan for

the church. Let me confess the horrible truth: my flesh,

my flesh, my untamed flesh, burns with a devouring flame,

with a flame which should only animate my spirit to good.

Idleness, sluggishness, the lusts of the flesh come around me,

assail me closely and fiercely. Is it because thou hast

ceased to pray for me to God, that he has thus turned his

face from me? It were well for thee to take my place, thou

so much more richly endowed by God, so much more pleasing

in his sight.

" Here have I been eight days without praying, without

studying; whether from temptations of the flesh, or from some

other vexations that are upon me, I know not. If things

do not take a better turn with me, I will return publicly to

Erfurt, and thou wilt see me there; for I must fain consult the

physicians .or the surgeons, whichever of them it be I need."

He was ill at this time, suffering cruel torments in the

stomach. He has left us a description of his malady, but in

terms so undisguised, and, sooth to say, coarse, that we may

not translate them.1 But his spiritual sufferings were even

still more painful and more profound than those of his body.

"When, in 1521, on my quitting Worms, I was taken

prisoner near Eisenach, and conducted to my Patmos, the

castle of Wartburg, I dwelt far apart from the world in

my chamber, and no one could come to me but two youths,

sons of noblemen, who waited on me with my meals twice a

day. Among other things, they had brought me a bag of

nuts, which I had put in a chest in my sitting room. One

evening, after I had retired to my chamber, which adjoined

the sitting room, had put out the light, and got into bed, it
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seemed to me all at once that the nuts had put themselves in

motion, and, jumping about in the sack, and knocking vio-

lently against each other, came to the side of my bed to make

I " Dominus percussit me in posteriori grari dolore; tum dura sunt excre-

menta ut multa vi usque ad sudorem extrudere cogar: etquodiu tuis differo,

magis durescunt; iipri quarto die excrevi semel."
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noises at me. However, this did not alarm me, and I went

to sleep. By and by, I was wakened up, by a great noise

on the stairs, which sounded as though somebody was tumb-

ling down them a hundred barrels one after another. Yet I

knew very well that the door at the bottom of the stairs was

fastened with chains, and that the door itself was of iron; so

that no one could enter. I rose immediately to see what it

was, exclaiming: 'Is it thou?â€”Well, be it so!'' And I re-

commended myself to our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom

it is written: Thou hast put all things under his feet,â€”

Psalm viii.â€”and I returned to bed." â€” " The wife of John

Berblibs came to Eisenach. She suspected where I was,

and insisted upon seeing me; but the thing was impossible.

To satisfy her, they removed me to another part of the castle,

and allowed her to sleep in the apartment I had occupied. In

the night, she heard such an uproar, that she thought there

were a thousand devils in the place." 2

On his arrival at Wartburg, Luther had found very few

books there. He applied himself with ardour, as soon as he

had obtained the requisite materials, to the study of Greek

and Hebrew; he drew up an answer to the work of Latonus,

so prolix, he calls it, and so ill written. He translated into

German the Apology of Melancthon against the " blockhead

theologians of Paris," adding a Commentary of his own. It

was here, too, that he commenced his translation of the Bible.3

In fact, though he speaks of himself as doing nothing, he

displayed the most extraordinary activity in his Patmos, and

from its height inundated Germany with his writings. " I

have published," he writes, on 1st November, " a little volume

against that of Catharinus on Antichrist; a treatise in Ger-

man on Confession ; a commentary in German on the 67tb

Psalm; another, also in German, on the Canticle of Mary; a

third on the 37th Psalm, and a Consolation to the Church of

Wittemberg. Moreover, I have in the press, a commentary

in German, on the Epistles and Gospels lor the year; I have
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just sent off a public reprimand to the bishop of Mayence,

on the Idol of the Indulgences he has raised up again at Halle,4

1 The antagonist here anticipated, was Satan.

' Tischreden, 208. â€¢ See Appendix VIII.

* The archbishop of Mayence, unconvinced by Luther's arguments, had

continued the sale of indulgences in his diocese; and just befoie this tine.
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and I have finished a commentary on the gospel story of the

Ten Lepers. All these writings are in German: I was born

for the good of my dear Germans, and I will never cease to

serve them. While I was at Wittemberg, I commenced a

series of sermons to illustrate in a popular manner the Two

Testaments ; I had got in Genesis as far as the xxxii. chap-

ter, and in the New Testament to John the Baptist. Here

I stopped."

On the 9th September, he writes: " I am full of trembling,

and my conscience troubles me, for that when at Worms,

yielding to your advice and that of your friends, I allowed

the spirit within me to give way, instead of showing another

Elias to those idols. They should find things very different

on my part, if I were once again to come in contact with

them."

The affair of the archbishop of Mayence, which is referred

to in the letter just quoted, deserves a more detailed mention.

It is curious to observe the energy displayed by Luther in

the matter, and how cavalierly he treats princes and po-

tentates, the cardinal-archbishop, and the elector himself.

Spalatin had delayed to print his pamphlet against the

archbishop of Mayence. Luther wrote to him in the follow-

ing terms :

" I sent you some time hack, my books on the Mass, on

Vows of Celibacy, on the Tyrant of Mayence. . . . Have

they been intercepted, or has the messenger lost them. Did

I think they had reached you, and that you kept them locked

up, nothing would annoy me more. If you have them, at

once lay aside your untimely caution ; I will have them

printed, I tell you, at Wittemberg or somewhere else. Oh,

if I knew for certain that you were suppressing them, I

should be perfectly furious ; you would incur my severest

displeasure. And to what end ? You may burn the sense-

less paper I sent you, but you cannot extinguish the spirit

that produced them.
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" Don't tell me that the elector will not permit me to attack

a priest at HiJlc had ascended the pulpit by the prelate's direction, to urge

tiie purchase of pardons by the public. On this occasion, however, the

money raised was to be devoted, not to the ereotion of St. Peter's, but to the

extermination of the hordes of Musselmen, who were menacing Hungary.

â€”APDIN.
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the Mayence hang-dog, or that the public peace will be dis-

turbed by what I write. Rather than not carry out what 1

see fit in the matter, I would annihilate the whole set of you,

prince and all. What! shall I who fear not to resist the pope,

the creator of the Mayence fellow, give way to the creature ?

" A fine thing, truly! You would not have the public

peace disturbed forsooth, but you would stand by and see the

eternal peace of God compromised by all these sacrilegious

abominations! No, Spalatin! No, prince! This is not well.

Whether you will or not, I will resist with all my might, in

behalf of the Lamb of God, against this devouring wolf, as I

have struggled against the rest of them. I send you, there-

fore, another copy of my book against him, which was ready

when your letter came, a letter which, you will see, has not

induced me to alter a word of what I had written. I might,

perhaps, have submitted it to the examination of Philip

(Melancthon); who, if any one, is the person to suggest

changes in it; but, as it is, take care not to transmit to him,

till it is published, and seek not to dissuade me from giving it

forth ; my mind is made up, and I shall not hear a word you

may say!"

This was written on the 11th. He had before this written

to the archbishop twice, and addressed some days after this,

another letter to him in these terms: " The first faithful ex-

hortation which I addressed to your electoral grace, having

only been met with ridicule and ingratitude, I wrote to you

once again, oiFering to receive with respectful attention your

instructions and advice. What was your grace's reply to that

second letter of mine? Harsh, rude, unworthy of a bishop,

of a Christian..

" But though my two former letters have been thus treated,

I will not suffer myself to be rebuffed; and, conformably with

the Gospel, I now forward to your grace a third exhortation.

You have, just set up again at Halle the idol which kills soul

and body, which robs poor simple Christians of their money
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here, and destroys them hereafter; and you have thus publicly

declared, that whatever Tetzel did, he did it in concert with

the archbishop of Mayence.

" But my God lives, be assured, and he is well able to fight

against a cardinal of Mayence, even though he had four

emperors at his side. It is His pleasure to break the cedars,
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and to abase proud, hardened Pharaohs. I entreat your

grace not to tempt the anger of that great God!

" Or did you think Luther was dead? No! no! Luther is

not dead; he lives, and, fortified by the protection of that

God who has already humiliated the pope, is ready to begin

with the archbishop of Mayence a game that nobody expected,

perhaps. You are now warned; if your grace will not abandon

these idolatrous practices, I shall take the matter actively in

handâ€”I, a man of faith and of eternity; I will treat you as I

have treated the pope, and will show the world what differ-

ence there is between a wolf and a bishop. Let your high-

ness take heed in time, and act accordingly. If men contemn

me, there will come one who will contemn contempt, accord-

ing to the word of the prophet.

" I declare to you, that if within a fortnight from this time

I have not received a precise and positive and satisfactory

answer from you, I will publish my little book on the idol of

Halle. So much the worse for you, if your people keep back

my letter, and prevent its reaching you: it is the duty of a

bishop to have honest and trustworthy people about him.

" Given in my desert, this Sunday after St. Catherine,

(15th November, 1521.) Your humble well-wisher,

" Martin Luther."

To this letter the cardinal wrote, with his own hand, this

humble reply:

" Dear Doctor,â€”I have received your letter, dated the

Sunday after St. Catherine, and have read it in all good will

and friendliness of feeling. But I am greatly astonished at

its contents, seeing that, long since, a remedy has been

applied to the abuses against which it is directed.

" I will henceforth conduct myself, God aiding, as becomes

a good prince, a good priest. I acknowledge fully that I have

great need of the assistance of God, poor, weak sinner that I

am, sinning each day of my life, and wandering aside from

the right path. Well do I know that without God's help I
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can do nothing, vile dust of the earth that I am.

" This is my answer to your benevolent exhortation, for I

would fain show you how well disposed I am towards you.

I am ever ready to submit to a paternal and Christian repri-

mand, and I pray to God that he will grant me His grace and
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His strength, to enable me to live, in this as in other things,

according to His will. Given at Halle, this St. Thomas's

Day, (21st December, 1521.)

" Albertus, manu propria."1

The archbishop's preacher and councillor, Fabricius Ca-

pita, in reply to another letter of Luther's, had blamed him

for the harshness of his language, remarking that it is

necessary to observe some degree of reserve in our inter-

course with great people; to make allowances for them;

sometimes even to shut our eyes to their defects. Luther, in

his answer, says: " You ask me to be gentler in my language,

to exercise a greater restraint on my tongue : I perfectly

understand what you mean. But is there anything in

common between the Christian and the hypocrite ? The

Christain faith is an open, a public, a sincere faith; it sees

things as they really are, it proclaims them to be what they

really are. My opinion is, that we ought to unmask all

hypocrites and ill-doers, that we ought to spare none of

them, to excuse none of them, to shut our eyes to none of

their proceedings, so that truth may remain free and manifest,

as on a broad, open field. Cursed be he that doeth the Lord's

work deceitfully, says Jeremiah, (xlviii.) It is one thing, my

dear Fabricius, to praise or extenuate vice, and another to

set about its cure with kindness and gentleness. Before all

things, it is essential to declare, aloud and unequivocally,

what is just and what is unjust; afterwards, when our hearer

is thoroughly imbued with that lesson, we should soothe him

and assist him, despite ofâ€”nay, all the more forâ€”any weak-

nesses whereunto he may fall back. Brethren, comfort ye the

feeble-minded, says St. Paul. I trust that no one will ever

have cause to charge me with any want of charity or patience

towards the feeble-minded. If your cardinal had written his

letter in true sincerity of heart, O God! with what joy, with

what humility would I fall at his feet! how unworthy should

I deem myself to kiss the dust before him!â€”for I myself,
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what am I but dust and filth? Let him truly accept the

word of God, and we will all of us obey him as faithful and

1 Tins soft answer did not turn atony the tcrath of Luther, who published

bit book immediately afterwards.
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submissive servants. With respect to those who persecute

and condemn the Word, the highest charity consists precisely

in resisting their sacrilegious fury in every possible way.

" Do you imagine that Luther is a man who will consent

to shut his eyes, provided he is tickled with a few cajoling

speeches ? My dear Fabricius, I really ought, in justice

to myself, to address you in far harsher language ; my

love is ready to die for you; but touch my faith, and you

touch the apple of my eye. Jest at, or honour the love, as

you think fit.; but the faith, the word, this you should adore,

this you should look upon as the Holy of Holies. I pray you

earnestly to do so. Ask anything of our love, but fear,

dread our faith.

" I do not reply to the cardinal himself, not knowing how

to write to him without either sanctioning or censuring his

sincerity or his hypocrisy. Do you, therefore, communicate

to him Luther's feelings or this matter. From my desert,

St . Anthony's day. (17th Jan., 1522.)"l

Let us further quote the preface he placed at the head of

his Commentary on the Gospel History of the Lepers, and

which he especially sent to several of his friends.

" Poor lost brother that I am! here have I lighted up another

great flame; here have I again let a great hole in the papists'

pockets. What will become of me by and by! Whence

will the Romans collect together enough sulphur, pitch, and

firewood, to burn the poisonous heretic ? And as to their

oratory, it will be necessary, at the very least, to take out the

windows from all the churches, so as to give more space for

the preachments of the holy priests on this Commentaryâ€”

that is to say, to their bitter abuse, their furious vociferations

against Luther. And what else should they preach to their

poor benighted flocks? Every preacher must preach accord-

ing to what he can, and to what he knows.

"'Kill! kill!' cry theyâ€”'kill that heresiarch who seeks

to overthrow the whole churchâ€”who seeks to rouse all
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Christendom against us!' I hope that, in due season, if I be

worthy of such an end, I may attain it, and that in me these

men may fulfil the measure of their anger; but it is not yet

time, my hour has not yet come; I have first *o make this

1 Lather's Weike. ix. 129.
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race of vipers still more furious against me, and thoroughly

to earn the death they desire to inflict on me.1

From the depth of his retreat, when he himself could not

come forward in the lists, he thus exhorts Melancthon:

"Even though I should perish, the gospel would lose

nothing, for thou art far more important to it than I am now;

thou art the Elisha on whom the spirit of Elias rests. Suffer

not thyself to be cast down, but sing in the night the song of

the Lord which I gave you; I will sing it also, having no other

care than for the Word. Let him who is ignorant, be ignorant

if he will; let him who perishes, perish; our care must be

that they have no cause to complain of us that we failed in

our duty to them." (26th May, 1521.)

He was at this time urged to resolve an important question

he himself had raised, and the discussion of which did not turn

upon theological controversies, the question of monastic

vows ; the monks in every direction were anxious to throw

them aside, but Melancthon dared not take the settlement of

the question upon himself. Even Luther, when it came to

the point, approached the subject with considerable hesita-

tion:

" You have not yet convinced me," he writes, " that we

must regard under the same point of view the vow of priests

and that of monks. I am strongly impressed with the feel-

ing that the sacerdotal orders instituted by God is free ; but

it is a great question whether this principle applies to monks,

who have chosen their condition, and offered themselves of

their own full accord, to God. On the whole, however, I

should be very much inclined to decide, that such of the in-

mates of these cut-throat places as have not yet attained the

age of marriage, or who have not exceeded it, should be al-

lowed to recal their vows without scruple ; as to those who

are past the proper age for conjugal life, and who have grown

old in their present state, I am not prepared to form the

same judgment respecting them.
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" As to the priests, St. Paul gives, concerning them, a

decision at length, saying that it was devils who forbade them

to marry; and as the voice of St. Paul was the voice of divine

Majesty, I have no doubt, but that we ought to follow it.

â€¢ Luther's Werke, 113.
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Accordingly I would say that priests, even though at the

time of their professing they bound themselves by this en-

gagement of the devil, now that they know what sort of an

engagement it is, are at full liberty without any hesitation to

renounce and throw it off. (1 Aug.) As to myself, I have

annulled unceremoniously vows made by me before I was

twenty years of age, and I would annul them again; for

every one must see, who chooses to open his eyes, that such

vows as these were made without due deliberation, without

adequate knowledge of the matter. But I admit of this

dispensation only, with reference to those who have not as

yet actually entered upon their office; to them who have

administered the functions of their profession in the monas-

teries, I cannot say, I have as yet made up my mind to

extend the 'same licence. Truly my brain is confused and

obscured with this matter." (6 Aug. 1521.)

At times he became more confident on the subject, and

spoke out plainly: "As to the vows of monks and priests,"

he writes to Gerbell, 19th May, 1521, "Philip and I have

entered into a determination to prosecute a vigorous crusade

against them, and not to rest till we have utterly destroyed

and annihilated them. That miserable celibacy of young

people of both sexes, constantly presents to my eyes such

monstrosities of nature, that now nothing sounds more dis-

agreeably in my ears than the words nun, monk, priest; and

marriage appears to me a paradise, even though accompanied

the depth of poverty.* (1 Nov.)

In Luther's preface to his book, De Votis Monasticis, ad-

dressed, in an epistolary form, to his father (21 Nov. 1521),

we find him saying: " It was not of my own deliberate will I

became a monk. In the terror excited by a sudden appari-

tion, threatened by death, and believing myself called upon

by Heaven, I entered into my vow, without reflection, and

as it were, on compulsion. When I mentioned this to you in

an interview some time ago, you exclaimed, ' God grant it
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may not have been a delusion of the devil!' That observa-

tion of yours struck me deeply, as though it had been the

word of God sent forth by your lips; but I shut my heart,

as closely as I could, against what you had thus said. So,

again, when I reproached you for the resentment you mani-

fested at my turning monk, you made answer in words which
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affected me at the time more than any other words ever did,

which are constantly present in my recollection, which are

gravon on my heart: you said: 'And have you not also heard

this: My son, keep thy father's commandment? But at that

time, I was hardened by a supposed feeling of devotion, and

I paid no attention to what you said, as coming only from a

man; but, in the bottom of my heart, I have never been able

to get over the effect of those words."

Elsewhere, too, he says: "I remember well, after I had

taken the vows, my father in the flesh, who was at first very

incensed against me, exclaimed, when he had moderated his

resentment: 'Please God this may turn out to be no trick of

Satan,' words which struck into my heart with such deep

roots, that I have ever since had them constantly before me.

It seems to me still that God spoke by his mouth."

Acting upon the views he had expressed, he sent word to

Wenceslaus Link to give the monks permission to quit their

convents, without, however, any attempt to induce them to

do so. " I am sure," he says, " you will do nothing yourself,

nor suffer anything to be done, contrary to the gospel, even

though the safety of all the monasteries in Christendom were

at stake. I do not at all approve of the turbulent manner

in which, as I understand, whole flocks of monks and nuns

have quitted their convents; but though they have acted

herein ill and unbecomingly, it would not be well or becoming

in us to recal them, now the thing is done. After the ex-

ample of Cyrus, in Herodotus, I would have you give full

liberty to those who desire to leave their seclusion, but by no

means compel any to leave it, nor, on the other hand, force

any to stay who wish to go."

He had manifested the same toleration, when the people at

Erfurt proceeded to acts of violence against the catholic

priests. At Wittemberg, Carlstadt in a very short time ful-

filled, and indeed exceeded, the instructions of his master.

" Good God!" exclaims the latter, in a letter of the 6th of
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August to Spalatin, "our people at Wittemberg seem as

though they were all going to marry, even the very monks!

As to me, they will not persuade me to take a wife. And

do you, too, take care not to marry, so that you may not fall

into the tribulation of the flesh."

This hesitation, this caution on the part of Luther, sufli-
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ciently manifest that he followed rather than preceded the

movement which was at this time drawing men's minds out

of the old track.

" Origen," he writes, to Spalatin (9th September), " gnve

instruction apart to the women; why should not Melancthon

attempt something of the sort? He can do it, and ought, for

the people are hungry and athirst.

" I should be very glad for Melancthon to preach in public,

in the afternoons of holidays, to attract the people from

guzzling and gambling; they would thus accustom themselves

to the bringing back of liberty, and to the fashioning it on

the model of the ancient church.

" For, as we have broken through man's corruptness, and

shaken off their yoke, is Melancthon to be stopped, because

his head is not anointed and shaved, and because he is married?

He is veritably a priest, and fulfils the functions of a priest;

that is, if a priest's office be the teaching of the Word. If

such objections as those of the Romans be valid against

Melancthon, then Christ himself was not a priest; since we

find him teaching, now in the synagogues, now in a boat, now

on the sea-shore, now on the mountain. In all places, at all

times, he filled the character, and never, in one instance,

ceased to be himself.

" Melancthon must read to the people the gospel in Ger-

man, as he read it to them in the first instance in Latin, and

so qualify himself by degrees to be a German bisltop, as he

has already become a Latin bishop."

Meantime the emperor being fully occupied with his war

against the arms of France, the elector grew more at ease

respecting the safety of his protege, and accordingly allowed

him more liberty than he had previously enjoyed at Wart-

burg. " I have been out sporting two whole days," he writes,

on the 15th September. " I have long had a desire to appre-

ciate for myself this princely pleasure, this yXvxyri-xpov ; I

caught two hares, and two poor little partridges. Tis a fine
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occupation for any one who has got nothing else to do. How-

ever, I did not entirely waste my time, for I theologized

amid the nets and the dogs, and I found a mystery of grief

and pain in the very heart of all the joyous tumult around me.

Is not this hunting the very image of the devil going about

seeking what poor beasts he may devour by the aid of his
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nets, his traps, and his trained dogsâ€”that is to say, of his

bishops and his theologians. There was an incident which

made the mystery and the image still more manifest. I had

saved alive a poor little hare I picked up, all trembling from

its pursuers; after keeping it in my sleeve some time, I set it

down, and the creature was running off to secure its liberty,

when the dogs getting scent of it, ran up, and first broke its

leg, and then pitilessly killed it. The dogs were the pope and

Satan, destroying the souls which I seek to save, as I sought

to save the poor little hare. I have had enough of such

hunting as this ; the hunting I shall keep to is that wherein

I desire to pierce with sharp darts and javelins, wolves, bears,

foxes, and the whole iniquitous troop of Roman beasts that

afflict the world. Ah, vile courtiers of Rome, eaters of poor

hares and partridges, and eaters of us, too, you will find in

the other world that you yourselves have become beasts,

whom Christ, the great hunter of all, will cage up. While

you think you are hunters, 'tis you who are hunted !"

Towards the end of November 1521, the desire to see and

encourage his disciples induced him to make a short excur-

sion to Wittemberg ; but he took care the elector should

know nothing of the matter. " I conceal from him," he

writes to Spalatin, " both my journey and my return ; I

need not tell you why; you understand my motive."

That motive was the alarming character which the Re-

formation was assuming in the hands of Carlstadt,1 and the

demagogue theologians, the image-breakers, the anabaptists

and others, who were beginning to come forward.2 " We

â€¢ See Appendix VI.

* In the commencement of 1522, Carlstadt, followed by Didymus (Ga-

briel Zwilling) and a number of persons of the lower class, whom he had

fanaticised by his discourses, entered the church of All Saints at Wittemberg,

during divine service, and commenced breaking and destroying the statues,

Jie pictures, the images of saints, vociferating: ' Thou shalt not make

unto thee any graven image, nor the likeness of anything that is in heaven
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above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters under the

earth/ At the enunciation of this text, which seemed to dazzle their

understandings, the magistrates of Wittemberg remained passive, and Carl-

stadt extended his work of destruction to other churches

At Zurich, it was thought but fair to try the graven images before they

were condemned, and a pamphlet was accordingly circulated, entitled, Judg

ment of God upon Imago, wherein these mute emblems were of coursÂ«

sentenced, and the work of destruction was then actively carried into

I
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have 3een the prince of these prophets.1 Claus Storch, whc

goes about in the dress, and having all the appearance of the

troopers we call lanzknechts; there is another of them dressed

in a long robe, and Dr. Gerard, of Cologne. This Storch

appears to be pre-eminently characterized by a levity of mind

which prevents him from being very fixed in his opinions.

It is of such men Satan makes his market." (4th Sept. 1522.)

Luther for a while attached no great importance to the

incipient movement: " I shall not quit my retreat; I shall

not stir a day the sooner for these prophets, for they give

me very little uneasiness."

In a letter dated 13th June, 1522, he thus directs Melanc-

thon to test the real worth of these men : " If you would as-

certain the title of the new prophets to inspiration, ask them

if they have felt those spiritual agonies, those inward deaths,

that inward hell, those divine new births whereof I have so

often spoken to you If you hear from them nothing

but soft, peaceable, devout things, heed not a word they say,

though they vow to you they have been carried away to the

third heaven. You may then know that the sign of the Son

of Man, the touchstone, the sole test of Christians, is want-

ing; that the rule for discerning the true condition of men's

effect. The magistrates having put an artisan named Hottinger in prison

fo.- heading the iconoclasts, Zwinglins mounted the pulpit and declaimed

vehemently against graven images and likenesses, producing great excite-

ment on the subject. And not only was the image in stone or marble, and

the representation on canvas, condemned and executed by public fury, but

even the illuminated missal and the painted windows of the churches were

involved in the common ruin. All men with the slightest feeling for art

in their souls, regarded this proceeding of Garlstadt's as a public outrage.

Erasmus was the first to protest against such acts of fanaticism. Thus he

writes on the subject, (bcok xxxi. ep. 59,) " He who takes painting from

life, deprives existence of one of its most soothing and delightful charms;

painting is often a better interpreter than words. It is erroneous to say

that images are of no use. In the temples of the Jews there were images;
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cherubim, strange figures of men and animals. The symbols which adorn

our Christian tempies are not placed there for the adoration of the faithful;

they are elegant decorations, or pious memorials. Do you suppose that the

material representations on the walls of our sacred edifices, of the events in

the life of Jesus Christ, do not direct the soul to the contemplation of bis

divine works ? Once again, I sny, the catholic does not put forward these

images for the adoration of men; the homage paid them has reference solely

to the saints whom they respectively represent."â€”Audix.

1 See Appendix VII.
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i

minds is against them. Would you bear in mind the places,

the time and the manner of Divine interviews ? Listen : As

a lion, so has he broken all my bones ; Thou hast withdrawn

the light of thy countenance from me; my soul is full of

troubles; and my light draweth nigh. The divine Majesty

does not speak, as some pretend, immediately, directly, so

that men may see it. No: Thou canst not see my face and

live. This is the reason why God speaks by the mouth of

men, because we cannot all endure his voice. Even the Vir-

gin was troubled at the sight of the angel. Hear, too, the

prayer of Daniel and of Jeremiah : Correct me, but with judg-

ment, not in thine anger."

On 17th June, he writes: " Take care that our prince

does not stain his hands with the blood of these new pro-

phets."

" It is by the aid of the "Word alone we must combat; by

the Word alone we must conquer ; by the Word alone we

must pull down, that Yhich our opponents have raised up by

force and violence.

" I condem only by the Word ; let him who believes, be

lieve and follow me ; let him who believes not, believe not

and go his own way in pe"se. No one must be compelled to

the faith or to the things of the faith against his will ; he

must be prevailed upon by faith alone. I also, condemn

images, but I would have them assaiW by the Word, and not

by blows and fire: I would deal witL hem so that the people

should no longe have the faith in them which they have

heretofore had; to effect this gr Pt object, must be the work

of the Word, and not of violyoe. Be assured, the images

will fall of themselves when t^s people, becoming enlight-

ened, shall know that Key are as nothing in the eyes of God;

it is in this way I would efface from men's consciences, by

the power of the Word alone, all these devices of the pope as

to confession, communion, prayer and fasting."1
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1 " The voice of Luther thundered too far off to be heard with any effect

at Wittemberg. Carlstadt, ha\L.r thrown down the images, had proceeded

to preach against image-worship; Ftaupitz showed him the reformer's letter

but Carlstadt only smiled, replyini 'It is written, We ought to obey God

rather than man.' Staupitz warmly urged the pain which the profanation

of these sacred places had given their common leader. The archdeacon

replied, " It is nothing new for the world to be troubled by the word of God.

Herod was agitated, with all his court, when he learned the birth of Christ

i2
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To the inhabitants of Wittemberg he wrote (Dec. 1521):

" You are directing your energies against the mass, images,

and other unimportant matters, and in doing so, laying aside

that faith and charity of which you have so much need.

You have afflicted, by your outrageous conduct, many pious men

â€”men perhaps, better than yourselves. You have forgotten

what is due to the weak. If the strong run on at the utmost

of their speed, regardless of their feebler brethren, who come

more slowly after them, the latter, thus left helpless behind,

must needs succumb.

" God granted you a great blessing, in giving you the

Word pure and undefiled. Yet I see none the more charity

in you. You extend no helping hand to those who have

never heard the .Word. You take no thought for our

brothers and sisters of Leipsig, of Meissen, and infinite

other places, whom we are bound to save in common with

ourselves. You have rushed into your present proceedings,

eyes shut, head down, like a bull, looking neither to the left

nor to the right. Reckon no longer upon me; I cast you

off, I abjure you. You began without me; finish how

you may.''1

Matters, however, assumed such an aspect at Wittemberg,

that Luther could not permit himself to remain any longer

in his donjon. He departed accordingly, without asking the

elector's consent. One of the historians of the Reformation

relates a curious incident of the journey :

" John Kessler, a young theologian of St. Gall, was pro-

ceeding with a friend to Wittemberg, to finish his studies

the whole world was moved and the sun's light obscured at the death of our

Saviour. A token that my doctrine is true, is, that the multitude and the

sages are offended with it.' ' But,' rejoined Stanpitz, ' our father condemns

images as you do; all he requires is that we should not proceed against

them by violent means.' ' Hold your peace,' replied Carlstadt; 'you forget

what Luther has said: The word of the Lord is not a word of peace, but a

sword.' Staupitz then menaced him with the rigour of the secular power.
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Carlstadt smiled: 'My father,' said he, 'the same menace was addressed to

brother Martin by the messenger of cardinal Cajetano; you recollect his

reply: I will go where God pleases, beneath his heaven. My father, I make

the same answer to you.' With these words, the interview terminated;

Staupitz immediately communicated the particulars to Luther, who from that

day forth vowed against his old master in theology a hatred which lime nei-

ther extinguished nor weakened."â€”Acdin.

1 8ee Appendix VIII. * See Appendix IX. ' See Appendix X.
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there, when, one evening, in an inn, situated close to the gate

of Jena, he met with Luther, dressed as a cavalier.1 Neither

of the young men was acquainted with the person of the

reformer. The cavalier was seated at a table, reading a little

book, which the young men afterwards ascertained to be the

Psalter in Hebrew. He politely saluted them, and asked

them to take their seat at his table. In the conversation

which ensued, he asked them what was thought of Luther in

Switzerland. Kessler replied that some there knew not how

enough to honour him, and daily thanked God for having

sent him on earth to vindicate and raise up the truth, while

others, and more particularly the priests, denounced him as a

heretic, who ought to be condignly punished. From some

words which fell from the landlord of the inn, the young

travellers at one time were disposed to think that the myste-

rious trooper who read Hebrew Psalters was Ulrich Von

Hutten. By and by, in came two merchants. One of them

soon after his arrival, pulled out of his pocket a pamphlet of

Luther's, just published, and not yet bound, and asked the

rest of the company whether they had seen it. In the course

of the conversation which arose hereupon, the cavalier spoke

of the indisposition to approach serious subjects manifested

by the princes then assembled at the diet of Nuremberg. He

also expressed a fervent hope, " that evangelical truth would

bear fuller fruit in the persons of future teachers, not poisoned,

like their predecessors, with papal errors." One of the mer-

chants replied: "lam not learned in these matters; but, to

my mind, Luther must be decidedly one of two things; either

an angel from heaven, or a demon from hell; and at any rate,

he is so remarkable a person that I have put by ten florins to

go and confess to him." This passed at supper. Previously

to the meal, Luther had arranged with the host to pay the

bill for the whole party. When they separated for the night,

1 He had allowed his beard to grow, and laid aside his pilgrim's staff

for a riding whip. His monastic habiliments were exchanged for the steel
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cuirass, the long heavy sword, the plumed casque, the spurs and boots of

the man- at-arms of the 16th century. It is in this warlike costume, amidst

a crowd of valets and a cloud of dust, that the painter, Lucas Cranach, has

represented him making bis entry into Wittemberg. He had laid aside his

name, too, for the moment; he was not the monk Martin Luther, but the

cavalier George.â€”Audin.
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Luther, giving a hand to each of the young Swiss (the mer-

chants had gone out on their business), requested them,

on their arrival at Wittemberg, to go and salute, on his part,

their countryman, Doctor Jerome Schurff. On their asking

him what name they should mention to the doctor: " Merely

tell him," replied Martin, " that he who is to come, salutes

him ; he will not fail to comprehend these words." When

the merchants, on their return to the inn, learned that it was

Luther with whom they had supped, they were inconsolable

at not having known this earlier, so that they might have paid

him greater respect, and saved themselves the shame of having

made many indifferent remarks. They got up early in the

morning, to wait upon him before his departure, and offered

a thousand apologies. Luther, however, only tacitly admitted

that it was he.1

On his way to Wittemberg, he wrote to the elector, who

had enjoined him not to quit Wartburg:

" I would have your grace know, that it is not from men,

but from Heaven, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that I hold

the gospel. I might long since, and I shall do it in future,

have called and subscribed myself his servant and apostle. If

T have several times asked to be examined, it was not that I

doubted the goodness of my cause, but simply to prove my

deference and humility. But, as I see that this excess of

humility only humbles the gospel, and that the devil, if I

yield him an inch of ground, will seek to occupy all, my

conscience compels me now to act otherwise. It is surely

enough that, to please your electoral grace, I have passed a

year in retirement. The devil well knows it was not fear

made me do this: he saw my heart when I entered Worms,

and knows perfectly well, that, had the city been as full of

devils as there are tiles on the house-tops, I would joyfully

throw myself among them. Now duke George' is even less

in my eye than a devil. As the father of infinite mercy has

given me power, by his gospel, over all the devils and over
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death, and has given me the kingdom to come, your electoral

grace must see clearly that it were an insult on my part

1 Marheinecke, 1.

* Duke George had complained to the elector of the religious movement

at Wittemberg, and, as a member of the Germanic diet, had invoked the

rigours of the episcopal authority upon the agitators.â€”Audi*.
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towards my Master not to put my full trust in him, or to

forget that I stand far above the anger of duke George. If

God called me to Leipzig, as he does to Wittemberg, I would

go there, though for nine whole days together it were to rain

duke Georges, and every one of them were nine times more

furious than this devil of a duke is. He takes my Christ for

a straw, a reed; he shall find that neither Christ nor I will

permit this any longer. I will not conceal from your elect-

oral grace that I have more than once wept, and prayed

that God would enlighten the duke; and I will do so once

more, with earnestness, but this shall be the last time. I

supplicate your electoral grace also yourself to pray, and to

have prayers offered up, that, by our united solicitations, we

may turn away, by God's mercy, the terrible judgment which

each day more and more nearly menaces the duke. I write

this to let you know that I am going to Wittemberg, under

a protection far higher than that of princes and electors.

I have no need of your help; 'tis you who need mine, which

will be of greater use to you, than yours can be to me. Nay,

if I thought you would persist in offering me your protection,

I would not set out at all. This is a matter which requires

neither sage councils, nor the edge of the sword; God alone,

and without any paraphernalia of visible force, God alone is

my master, and my protector. He among men, who has the

fullest faith, is the best able to protect me; you are too feeble

in the faith for me to regard you as a protector and saviour.

" You wish to know, doubtless, what you have to do on

this occasion, persuaded as you are that hitherto you have

not done enough. I will tell you, in all respect, that you

have already done more than was desirable, and that now

you have nothing to do at all. God will not permit you to

share my griefs and my torments; he reserves them to

himself and to his ministers. If your grace really have faith,

you will find it bring you peace and security; but whether

or not that be so, I believe, and I must leave your grace
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to undergo the penalties with which God afflicts the in-

credulous.

" In disobeying the directions of your grace, I relieve

you, in the sight of God, from any responsibility should I

be thrown into prison, or be deprived of life by the tyrants.

Let, therefore, the emperor take his own course; do you
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obey him respectfully as becomes a prince of the empire; i:

he take my life, it will be his business to account for it, and

no longer yours. You will not be angry with me, prince,

for that I do not consent to involve you in my own misery

and danger; Christ has not instructed me to show myself

Christian at the expense of my neighbour. Wanting faith,

I would not have you revolt against power. I hope that they

will act so far consistently with common sense and decency,

as not to call upon a person of your grace's exalted condition

to be my gaoler; but should they be mad enough to require

you to lay hands upon me, this is what I would have you do:

obey them, without taking any heed to me, for I would not

desire you to suffer on my account, in mind, body, or

estate.

" God be with you, prince I some other time, if necessary,

we will discourse at greater length. I dispatch this letter in

haste, fearing least your electoral grace should be made

uneasy at the news of my arrival; for it is my duty, as a

good Christian to comfort all men, and to do ill to none.

In you, I have to do with a \ery different man from duke

' George : I know that duke well, and he knows me not in-

differently. If your grace believed, you would see the king-

dom of God; as you do not believe, you have as yet seen

nothing. Love and honour to God for ever. Amen. Given

at Bom a, by the side of my guide, this Ash-Wednesday,

1522. Your grace's humble servant.

Martin Luther."

On hearing of Luther's departure from Wartburg, the

elector had dispatched Schurff to meet him, and persuade

him to return, or at least to furnish him with an explana-

tion of his conduct, which he might show to the emperor.

In his answer to the elector, dated 7th March, Luther gives

three reasons for his proceeding; first, that the church of

Wittemberg had earnestly solicited his return; secondly,

that disorder had crept in among his flock;1 thirdly, that he
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wished to avert, as far as in him lay, the insurrection which

he regarded as threatening the country :

" I have been called," he says, " and I will go; time

1 The course of sermons which he delivered on his return, hud the effect

of at once restoring order. The prophets who had disturbed it quitted Wit-

temberg. (See Appendix XI.)
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presses; let destiny be accomplished, in the name of Jesus

Christ, master of life and of death. Satan, during my ab-

sence has penetrated into my fold, and committed ravages

there which my presence alone can repair. A letter would

answer no purpose; I must make use of my own eyes and

my own mouth to see and to speak. My conscience will

permit me to make no longer delay, and rather than act

against that, I would incur the anger of your electoral grace,

and of the whole world. The Wittembergers are my sheep,

whom God has intrusted to my care; they are my children

in the Lord. For them I am ready to suffer martyrdom. I

go, therefore, to accomplish, by God's grace, that which

Christ demands of them who own him. If my written word

sufficed to drive away this great ill, do you think they would

send for me thus urgently ? I will die rather than delay any

longer: die for the salvation of my neighbour as becomes me."

Writing to his friend, Hartmuth Von Kronberg, in March,

shortly after his return to Wittemberg, he says: " Satan who

always presents himself among the sons of God, according to

Job, i. 6, has just done us all, and myself in particular, a

cruel injury at Wittemberg. My worst enemies, near as

they have often been to me, have never given me so hard a

blow as that I have just received from my own people. I

am fain to own that this ill smoke they have sent up, hos

pained me sharply, both in the eyes and in the heart.

I can imagine Satan grinning, and saying to himself: ' Now

1 shall have depressed Luther's courage, and conquered his

60 unbending mind. This time, he will not get the better

of me.'

" Perhaps God designs herein to punish me for having,

at Worms, to please those about me, put a check upon

myself, and spoken with too little vehemence in presence of

the tyrants. The pagans, indeed, have since charged me

with having manifested too much, rather than too little

haughtiness on that occasion, but they know not what
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faith is.

" I yielded, as I have said, entirely to the entreaties of the

good friends who were with me, and who were anxious I

should not appear too harsh and exacting; but I have since

often reflected with bitter regret upon the deference and

humility I displayed.
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" As for me, I know not Luther,1 and will not know him,

or hear of him. What I preach comes not from him, but

from Christ Jesus. The devil may fly away with Luther,

if he can; I care not, so that he leave Jesus Christ to reign

in man's heart."2

Towards the middle of this year, Luther broke out with the

greatest violence against princes and potentates. A number

of secular and ecclesiastical dignitaries (Duke George among

them) had prohibited the sale of the translation he was then

publishing of the Bible, and offered to return the money paid

by those who had already purchased the work. Luther un-

hesitatingly accepted the defiance thus cast at him: " We

have triumphed over the papal tyranny which weighed down

kings and princes; it will be still easier to demolish the kings

and princes themselves.... I much fear that if they continue

to heed what that blockhead duke George says, there will

arise throughout Germany disturbances which will involve

in ruin all the princes and magistrates, and drag down at tho

same time the whole body of the clergy. This is the aspect

in which I view coming events. The people on all sides

are in a state of excitement; they have opened their eyes, so

long closed, and they will not, they cannot, suffer themselves

to be oppressed any longer. It is the Lord himself who is

bringing this about, and who shuts the eyes of the princes to

the threatening symptoms which all else see; it is He who

will accomplish the inevitable results, by means of the blind-

ness and violence of these haughty men. I see before me

Germany swimming in blood!

" Why will they not perceive that the sword of civil war

is suspended over their heads? They are exerting all their

efforts to destroy Luther, while Luther is doing his utmost

to save them. It is not for Luther, but for them, that per-

dition approaches; and they, instead of seeking to avert,

advance it. In what I am now saying, I verily believe the

Spirit speaks by my lips. But if the decree of anger is
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passed in Heaven, and neither prayer nor prudence can avert

its effects, we will obtain that our Josias shall fall asleep in

peace, and that the world shall be left to itself in its Babylon.

Though exposed every hour to death, in the very midst of

1 See Appendix XII. * See Appendix XIII.
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my enemies, without any human aid, I have ever entertained

the most perfect contempt for these stupid menaces of prince

George and his fellows. The Spirit, doubt it not, will

thoroughly master duke George and his emulators in folly.

I write this fasting, quite early in the morning, my heart

filled with a pious confidence. My Christ lives and reigns,

and I too shall live and reign" (19th March).

In the middle of the year appeared the book which

Henry VIII. had got his chaplain, Edward Lee, to draw up

in his name, and in which he put himself forward as the

champion of the Roman church.1

" There is, indeed, in this book," observes Luther, (22nd

July,) " a plentiful manifestation of royal ignorance; but its

virulence and mendacity are the exclusive property of Lee."

Luther's reply was not long in making its appearance; its

violence surpassed anything that even his attacks on the pope

might have led us to expect.2 Never before had a private

man addressed to a sovereign-prince words so contemptuous,

so daring. " Two years ago," he says, " I published a little

book called, The Captivity of the Church at Babylon. It

horribly vexed and confounded the papists, who spared neither

lies nor invective in replying to it. I readily forgive them

both the one and the other, neither having hurt me. There

were some who tried to swallow it down with a laugh; but

the hook was too hard and too pointed for their throats.

And now, quite recently, the lord Henry, not by the grace of

God king of England, has written in Latin against my treatise.

There are some who believe that this pamphlet of the king's

did not emanate from the king's own pen; but whether

Henry wrote it, or Hal, or the devil in hell, is nothing

to the point. He who lies is a liar; and I fear him not, be

he who he may. This is my own notion about the matter:

that Henry gave out an ell or two of coarse cloth, and that,

then, this pituitous Thomist, Lee, this follower of the Thomist

herd, who, in his presumption, wrote against Erasmus, took
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scissors and needle and made a cape of it. If a king of

England spits his impudent lies in my face, I have a right, in

my turn, to throw them back down his very throat. If ho

blasphemes my sacred doctrines; if he casts his filth at the

1 See Appendix XIV. Â» Ses Appciioix XV.
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throne of my monarch, my Christ, he need not be astonished

at my defiling, in like manner, his royal diadem, and pro-

claiming him, king of England though he be, a liar and a

rascal.

" He thought to himself, doubtless: ' Luther is so hunted

about, he will have no opportunity of replying to me; his books

are all burnt, so my calumnies will remain unconfuted; I am a

king, and people will needs believe me. I need not fear to throw

anything that comes first to hand in the poor monk's teeth, to

publish what I like, to hunt down his character as I think fit.'

Ah! ah! my worthy Henry! you've reckoned without your host

in this matter: you have had your say, and I'll have mine;

you shall hear truths that wont amuse you at all; 111 make

you smart for your tricks. This excellent Henry accuses me

of having written against the pope out of personal hatred and

ill-will; of being snarlish, quarrelsome, back-biting, proud,

and so conceited that I think myself the only man of sense in

the world I I ask you, my worthy Hal, what has my being

conceited, snappish, cross-grainedâ€”supposing I am-soâ€”to do

with the question? Is the papacy free from blame because I

am open to it? Is the king of England a wise man, because I

take him to be a fool? Answer me that. The best of it is,

that this worthy monarch, who has such a horror of lying and

calumny, has assuredly collected together more lies and more

slanders in this little book than can be charged upon me,

by my worst enemies, in the whole extent of my writings.

But, forsooth, in these quarrels, we must be respecters ot

persons ; that is to say, a king, so he fawns upon the pope,

may abuse a poor monk to the top of his bent. .What most

surprises me, is, not the ignorance of this Hal of England,

not that he understands less about faith and works than a

log of wood, but that the devil should trouble himself to

make use of this man against me, when he knows perfectly

well that I don't care a straw for either one or the other.

King Henry justifies the proverb : Kings and princes are
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fools. Who sees not the hand of God in the blindness and

imbecility of this man ? I shall say very little more about

him at present, for I have the Bible to translate, and other

important matters to attend to; on some future occasion,

God willing, when I shall be more at leisure, I will reply at

greater length to this royal driveller of lies and poison. . . I
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imagine that he set about his book by way of penance, for

his conscience is ever smiting him for having stolen the crown

of England, making way for himself by murdering the last

scion of the royal line, and corrupting the blood of the kings

of England. He trembles in bis skin, least the blood he has

shed be demanded at his hands; and this it is makes him

clutch hold of the pope to keep him on his throne, makes him

pay court, now to the Emperor, now to the king of France.

Tis precisely what might have been expected in a conscience-

haunted tyrant. Hal and the pope have exactly the same

legitimacy: the pope stole his tiara as the king did bis crown;

and therefore it is they are as thick together as two mules

in harness."

Then turning upon the Thomists, Luther thus defies them:

"Come on, pigs that you are! burn me if you dare! I am

here to be seized upon. My ashes shall pursue you after my

death, though you throw them to all the windsâ€”into all the

seas. Living, I shall be the enemy of popery, dead, I should

be doubly its enemy. Pigs of Thomists, do what you can:

Luther will be the bear in your path, the lion in your way;

he will pursue you wheresover you go, he will present himself

incessantly before you, will leave you not a moment's peace

or truce, till he has broken your iron head and your brazen

frontâ€”for your salvation or your damnation, as you shall then

act.

" As to myself, to the words of the fathers, of men, of

angels, of devils, 1 oppose, not old customs, nor the multi-

tude of men, but the Word of Eternal Majesty, that gospel

which my adversaries themselves are compelled to recognise.

There I take my stand, there I take my seat, there I tako

my resting-place; there is my triumph, there my glory;

from thence I defy popes, Thomists, Henricists, sophists, and

the gates of hell. I heed very little the words of men, what-

ever their sanctity may have been; and as little do I heed

tradition or custom, fallacious custom. The Word of God is
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superior to all else. If I have the Divine Majesty on my

side, what care I, even though a thousand Augustins, a

thousand Cyprians, a thousand churchfuls of Henrys rise

up against me. God cannot err or deceive; Augustin and

Cyprian, in common with the rest of the elect, may err and

have erred.
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" The mass once conquered, we shall, I think, have con-

quered papacy. The mass was the rock on which papacy

rested, with its monasteries, its bishoprics, its colleges, its

altars, its ministers, and its doctrines; its belly and its mem-

bers. All these will crumble away with the abomination of

their sacrilegious mass.

" In the cause of Christ, I have trampled under foot the

idol of the Roman abomination which had put itself in the

place of God, had established itself mistress of kings and

of the whole earth. Who then is this Henry, this new

Thomist, this disciple of the monster, that I should respect

his blasphemies and his violence? He is defender of the

Church, forsooth; yes, of his own church, that he exalts so

preposterously, that prostitute clothed in purple and drunk

with debauchery, that mother of fornications. As for me,

my leader is Christ; and I will strike with the same blow

this flagitious church and its defender; they are one and the

same in this, and I will crush them together.

" I am sure that my doctrines proceed from heaven. I

have made them triumph against him who, in his little finger,

has more force and cunning than all the popes, all the kings,

and all the doctors that ever were. My dogmas will stand,

and the pope will fall, despite all the gates of hell, all the

powers of the air, of the earth, of the sea. They have chal-

lenged me to war: well, they shall have war: they have

contemptuously rejected the peace I offered them; they shall

not have peace. God will see which of us will soonest cry

quarter, the pope or I. Thrice already have I appeared

before them. I went unhesitatingly to Worms, though I

knew well enough that the emperor was urged by all about

him to violate the public faith in my person. Luther, the

fugitive, the trembler Luther, threw himself under the very

teeth of Behemoth, while they, the terrible giants who were

going to eat me up all at once, what have they done? How

many of them in the three past years have presented them-
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selves in Wittemberg? not one. And yet they would have

come in full safety under the peculiar protection of the

emperor. Ah, the cowards! and do they think to triumph

now? Even during my retreat, they could not rise from out

of their shameful ignominy: how should they do so now, when

all the world thoroughly knows them for what they are,
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knows that the whole gang of them have not ventured to

face Luther alone."1

He was still more violent in the German treatise he sent

forth at about the same time on the secular power, and which

opens thus:

" God has heated the brains of princes. They think they

are fully entitled to follow out their own caprices; they put

themselves under the wing of the emperor, and, according to

their own account, in what they do, merely execute his orders

like obedient subjects, as if they could in this way conceal

their iniquity from men's eyes. Knaves that pass themselves

off as Christian princes! And these are the hands to which

Caesar has confided the keys of Germany; madmen who

would extirpate faith from our land, and establish blasphemy

in its place, if we did not resist them by the mighty power

of the Word. And resist them I will; I, who feared not to

1 Henry complained of this letter to the elector, who in bis rep];, pro-

tested his love for the gospel, stated that it was against his order that Luther

had quitted Worms, and expressed his full reliance upon the result of a

council to be held shortly, but said not one single word about the language

which Luther had made use of toward the monarch.â€”audin.

Luther's answer offended, as he himself tells us, many of his own par-

tisans ; and among these, king Christiem, after a while induced him to

write to Henry, who, as the king said, was about to establish the Refor-

mation in England. Luther's epistle to Henry, on this second occasion, is

of a very different composition from the first. It is very humble in its

terms, and apologizes for the writer's former violence on the ground that it

had been excited by the language addressed towards himself, which, he had

since been credibly informed, was not attributable to Henry, but to the

shameless sophists about him, and more esoecially to that enemy of God and

man, Lee, archbishop of York, and in conclusion he offers to recant all he has

said wrongfully [pallinodiamcantare). The letter, which is dated, 1st Sept.

1525, produced no effect Henry VIII. bad been too deeply wounded in

the monk's attack, to be willing to forgive the assailant, and Luther accord-

ingly got nothing by his advances. ' These tyrants,' says he, a few months
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after, (Dec. 1520), 'with their woman's hearts, are poor, mean creatures;

they ore only worthy to be slaves of the people whom fortune enables them

to domineer over. For myself, by Christ's grace, I am amply avenged upon

them, in the thorough contempt I have for them, and Satan their god.'

The defence of Henry against Luther was undertaken in England by

Fisher, bishop of Rochester, in a learned work published under the pseudo-

nyme of William Ross, and by Thomas More,in a pamphlet which, intended

to denounce more especially the coarse and ribaid style in which the German

reformer was wont to indulge, essayed to effect this object by sarcasm and

raillery, by beating Luther at his owe weapons, but he is not very successful

ui the attempt.â€”Audin.
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take the pope by the horns, that great idol of Rome, am not

likely to be intimidated by his scales and peelings.... Princes

are of this world, and this world is the enemy of God, so

that they live according to the world, and against the law of

God. Be not astonished, therefore, at their furious violence

against the gospel, for they cannot act counter to their own

nature.

" The simple i'tfct is, that God abandons these reprobates

to their own perverted courses; he will put an end to them

and to the great ones of the church; their reign is over, and

they are about to descend into the tombâ€”the whole mob of

scoundrels, princes, bishops, monks, covered with the con-

tempt and hatred of mankind.

" Ever since the world was the world, a wise and prudent

prince has been a rara avis ; and an avis still more rara, has

been a prince who was at the same time an honest man.

What have we always found great men to be, at least almost

always? Great fools, great knaves, the greatest knaves

under the sun; lictors and hangmen in high places, whom

God has made use of in punishing the other wicked ones of

the earth : for God being a great and mighty king, it was

necessary that the hangmen and lictors he employed should

be noble, rich, illustrious persons, men in high and world-

honoured places, men feared by the world. It has pleased his

divine will that we should address his hangmen and lictors,

as most gracious lord, most exalted prince, and so forth ; that

we should prostrate ourselves at their feet; that we should

be their dutiful, and obedient, and humble subjects. But,

beyond the hangman and lictor business, these men never

carry their artifice so far as to pretend to be good shep-

herds of us their sheep. Oh, no; if we meet, in history or

our experience, with a prudent, honest, Christian prince,

we cry A miracle! a miracle ! and regard it as a precious

token of divine favour; for generally it happens to us as to

the Jews, whom God thus menaced, I vill give them a king
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in my anger.

" Fine princes, these Christian princes of ours, who protect

the faith, forsooth, and devour the faith! Take good heed how

you trust such worthies. In their wonderful wisdom, they'll

do great things for you. No doubt, on the one hand, they'll

break their own necks, but then they'll plunge the nations
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into disaster and misery. But Til do my best to open the

eyes of the blind to these five words of the 107th Psalm:

he poureth contempt upon princes. Ay, princes, the hand

of God is suspensive over your heads. Contempt will be

poured upon you; you will die, were your power greater

than that of the Turk himself; and it will avail you nothing

to puff and swell yourselves out, and to grind your teeth.

Already your just reward is at hand; you are estimated at

what you really are, rogues and rascals; you are weighed in

a just balance, and found wanting ; the people know you

thoroughly, and the terrible chastisement, which God terms

contempt, is hemming you round about, closer and closer,

and will not be turned aside. The people, utterly wearied

of you, will no longer endure your tyranny and your iniquity,

nor will God. The world now is not the world as it used to

be, wherein, at your good pleasure, you chased men, as though

they were wild beasts."

Here, again, is an observation of Luther's, with reference

to two severe orders which the emperor had issued respect-

ing him. " I exhort all good Christians to pray with us in

behalf of these blind princes, whom, doubtless, God sent us

in his anger, and not to follow them against the Turks. The

Turk is tenfold more able, ay, and more religious than our

princes. How can these fools and ill-doers, who tempt and

blaspheme God in so horrible a manner, ever think he will

enable them to succeed against their enemy ? Here is that

poor, miserable creature, our emperor, a man not sure of his

life for n single five minutes together, see how impudently he

glorifies himself as the true and sovereign defender of the

Christian faith.1

" The Holy Scripture says that faith is a rock against which

shall not avail the gates of hell, death, the devil, or any other

power; that it is a divine power; and that this divine power

may be vindicated against a'l opposing powers by the merest

child. Oh, God, how senseless, then, are the worldly princes
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and potentates, in acting as they do! There is the king of

England, entitling himself, in his turn, Defender of the Faith f

So, too, the Hungarians boast of being the protectors of God,

and presumptuously sing in their Litany, " That it may please

â€¢ See Appendix XVI.
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thee to hear us, thy defenders! By and by, we shall have

some princes putting themselves forward as defenders of Jesus

Christ, and others as defenders ofthe Holy Ghost ! Should

this be so, the Trinity, truly, will be fitly guarded!"

These daring freedoms alarmed the elector, and Luther had

some difficulty in reassuring him. "I recollect, my dear

Spalatin,"he writes on the 12th Oct. 1523â€”"I recollect well

what I wrote to the elector from Borna, and I would to God

that, warned by the manifest signs then vouchsafed by God,

you had strengthened and confirmed yourselves in faith. Does

he not see that here have two years passed over since I left

Warthurg, and yet I am safe and sound, uninjured by any

of the attacks made upon me. As to the elector himself, not

only is he, at the worst, safe in his own person, but for the

last year he must have seen that the fury of the princes is

appeased. Let him be certain that Christ will have no diffi-

culty in defending his cause in my cause; that cause to which

the elector, by an impulse from heaven, has engaged himself ?

If I knew how to extricate him from any difficulty or dilemma

wherein he may find himself placed, without shame or detri-

ment to the gospel, I would willingly do it, at the risk of my own

life. For myself, I had fully calculated, that before a year of

my return to the world had expired, I should be dragged to

execution; and I had looked forward to this as an effectual

means of relieving the elector. It has pleased God that this

should not be; and now, incapable as we are of comprehending

His designs, we shall be perfectly secure in saying : Thy will

be done.1 I have no doubt whatever, but that the prince will

be entirely safe from any attacks, so long as he abstains from

giving his public consent and approbation to our cause. He

is under no necessity of sharing the odium which attaches to

us amongst his class, though God knows, it were no real

injury or peril for him to do so, but, on the contrary, a great

help to his salvation."

That wherein consisted the real security of Luther at this
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period was the circumstance that a general disorder in the

political world seemed close at hand. The populace in every

direction were murmuring in a tone not to be mistaken.

The gentry and the lower class of the nobility, still more dis-

1 Sec Appendix XVII.
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contented and impatient than the people, were taking the

nitiative in the social changes called for. The wealthy, over-

grown ecclesiastical principalities lay spread out before the

eyes of all, as a fair prey, in the pillage of which civil war might

best be commenced. The catholics themselves called, though

in a regular, legal way, for the reformation of those abuses in

the church against which Luther had taken his stand. In

March, 1523, the diet of Nuremberg1 suspended the execution

of the imperial edict against Luther, and drew up against the

Roman clergy the list of grievances and accusations known as

the Centum gravamina? Already the most ardent of the

Rhine nobles, Franz Von Sickingen, had commenced the

struggle of the lesser lords against the princes, by attacking

the palatine. " This," observes Luther, " is a very sad cir-

cumstance, and with other presages renders well nigh certain

a general disorder in our political system. I have no doubt

but that Germany is menaced with a very fearful civil war, if

not altogether with destruction." (16th Jan. 1523.)

CHAPTER II.

Iiisc of the Lutheran churchâ€”Attempts at organization.

The period succeeding the return of Luther to "VVittemberg

was the most active and laborious of his whole life.3 He

had to carry on the Reformation, to make further progress

each day in the path he had opened, to remove the new

obstacles which constantly presented themselves, and all the

while to pause, from time to time, in the work of destruction,

to rebuild, or patch up this thing or the other. His life no

longer presented that uniformity which characterized it at

Warthurg. Descended from his poetical solitude, plunged

into the most pitiful realities, exposed, so to speak, as a prey

to the whole world, it was to him that all the enemies of

Rome addressed themselves. All flocked to him, besieging

1 Tt had been opened in November, 1022. Â» Seckendorf, i. 251.

* In 1520, he published a hundred and thirty-three works; in 1522, a

hundred and thirty; in 1523, a hundred and eighty-three, to almost all of

k2
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which were prefixed a little woodcut, from Luther's own design.â€”Aumy-
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bis door hourlyâ€”princes, doctors, and citizens. He had to

give answers to Bohemians, Italians, Swiss, to men from

every country iD Europe. There were assembled in Wit-

temberg fugitives from all directions. Of these the most

embarrassing, questionless, to Luther were the nuns, who,

having escaped from their convents, and being rejected by

their families, came to seek an asylum with Luther. Ima-

gine this man of thirty-six, obliged to receive all these

women and girls, and be towards them as a father! Poor

monk! necessitous as his own condition was, he managed,

though with great difficulty, to extract some assistance for

them from the parsimonious elector, who, year after year,

had allowed Luther himself to remain in a destitute condi-

tion. Since his triumph at Worms, to fall into all this

wearing and constant anxiety was enough to calm any ex-

altation with which the reformer might have been previously

inspired. The answers which he gave to crowds who came

to consult him are impressed with a liberality of spirit, from

which we shall hereafter sometimes find him deviating when,

become the chief of an established church, he shall himseli

experience the necessity of checking the movement he had

given to religious thought.

First, we find the pastor of Zwickau Hausmann calling

upon Luther to fix the limits of gospel liberty; he replies:

" We give entire liberty as to both the one kind and the other,

but only to those who approach the matter becomingly, and

in a spirit of due fear; as for the rest, let us leave it all as it

js, according to the accustomed rites; let every one follow

the dictates of his own judgment; let every one listen to his

own conscience to satisfy the gospel." Next come (26th

March, 1522) the Moravian brothers, the Waldenses of

Moravia: " The sacrament itself," writes Luther to them,

" is not in itself so necessary as to render superfluous, faith

and charity. It is mere folly to squabble about such trifles

as those which for the most part engage our attention, while
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we neglect things truly precious and salutary; wherever we

find faith and charity, sin cannot be, whether the sin of

adoring, or the sin of not adoring. On the other hand, where

charity and faith are not, there is sin, sin universal, sin

eternal. If these cavillers will not speak concomitantly,

let t lifin speak otherways, and cease all this disputation since
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we are agreed as to the broad ground-work. Faith, charity

adores not: I speak of the adoration of the saints, because

faith, because charity knows that we are not commanded to

adore, and that we sin not in not adoring. Thus faith and

charity pass in Christian liberty through the midst of these

people, leaving to all of them to follow each his own inter-

pretation of such matters. Faith and charity forbid men to

dispute and arbitrarily to condemn one another, for faith and

charity hate sects and schisms. I would resolve the question

as to the adoration of God in the saints, by saying that it is

a thing entirely free and indifferent." He expresses himself,

it is to be observed, upon the latter subject with a singular

degree of disdainfulness.

" The whole world so pesters one with questions, a thing

I wonder at, about the worship of saints, that I find myself

compelled, once for all, to publish my judgment on the matter.

I would have the question then left peaceably alone ; for this

simple reason, that it is in no way necessary to the solution

of the great general question. (29th May, 1522.)

" As to the exposition of relics, I believe the whole collection

of them have been already quite enough exhibited, and re-

exhibited in every possible place. As to purgatory, I think

it a very uncertain thing. It is probable, in my opinion,

that, with very few exceptions indeed, the dead sleep in utter

insensibility till the day of judgment. As to purgatory itself,

I do not agree with the sophists in thinking it a determinate

place. Who will venture to give an assured opinion on the

subject ? On what authority can it be said that the souls of

the dead may not sleep out the interval between earth and

heaven, or hell, or purgatory, in the same way that the living

pass in profound slumber the interval between their down-

lying at night and their uprising in the morning. I believe

that this pain of purgatory is that foretaste of hell whose tor-

ments Christ, Moses, Abraham, David, Jacob, Job, Hezekiah,

and many others have so deeply suffered from. As, then, it
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is like unto hell, but yet temporary in its duration, whether

it takes place in the body or out of the body, it is, in my view

of it, purgatory." (13th January, 1522.)

In the hands of Luther, confession loses the character which

had been given it by the church. It is no longer the formidable

tribunal which opens or closes the gates of heaven. The priest,
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upon Lii flier's system, merely places his wisdom and his experi-

ence at the service of the penitent. Instead of a sacrament,

which it was before, confession becomes, in the hands of the

priest, merely a ministry of consolation and good counsel: "In

confession, it is not necessary that people should relate all their

sins: it is sufficient that they disclose what they think fit to

disclose. We shall not stone them for any omissions of that

sort. If they confess, from the bottom of their hearts, that

they are poor sinners, we shall content ourselves with that.1

If a murderer were to say before the tribunals, that I had

absolved him, I should reply: I know not whether he is

absolved or no; it is not I who confess and absolve, but

Christ. A woman at Venice had killed and thrown into the

water a young fellow who had slept with her. A monk gave

her absolution, and then denounced her. The woman, by way

of her defence, showed the monk's absolution. The senate here-

upon ordered the monk to be burned alive, and the woman to

be banished from the city. It was a wise decision ; but if I

were to give a billet, signed by my hand, to relieve an alarmed

conscience, and a judge were to obtain possession of this

billet, I might justly reclaim it, as I did on one occasion from

duke George. For he who has got hold of other people's

letters without a good title to them, and will not give them

up, is nothing better than a thief."2

On the 11th October, 1533, he thus writes to the parish of

Esslingen:â€”" It is true, I have said confession was a good

thing. And in the same way, I do not forbid any person to

fast, to keep festivals, to go pilgrimages, &c. All I say is,

that I would have these things left open for each person to

use his own discretion about them, and that it should not be

considered a mortal sin to omit their performance. I would

have man's conscience wholly free in all things that do not

affect faith, and the love of one's neighbour.

" But as there are many consciences still held captive by

the laws of the pope, you do well not to eat meat on fast days

Generated on 2013-02-20 02:00 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015021556645
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

in the presence of these men, still feeble in their faith. This

abstinence on your part becomes, indeed, a work of charity,

in that its object is to respect the conscientious feelings of

your neighbour. In themselves, these things have never

i TUchreden, 176 â€¢ lb IBS.
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been commanded by the Scripture; and as to the directions of

the pope, they should go for nothing."

On the 16th October, 1523, he thus writes to Michel Vander

Strassen, toll-collector at Borna, on the subject of a preacher

at Oelnitz, who was carrying out Luther's principles to an

extravagant degree : " You have seen my opinion on the mat-

ter, in my book, On Confession and on the Mass. I have

there laid it down, that confession is good when it is free and

unconstrained, and that the mass, without being either a sa-

crifice or a good work, is yet a testimony of religion, and a

blessing of God. The error of your preacher is, that he flies

too high, and is throwing away his old shoes, before he has

got new ones. He should begin with thoroughly instructing

the people upon faith and charity. A year hence, when the

parish shall understand Jesus Christ, it will be time enough

to touch upon the points which he now makes the subjects of

his sermons. What good can result from all this precipita-

tion with the, as yet, ignorant people ? I myself preached for

nearly three years, before I broached such questions, while

these people think to settle the whole business in half an hour.

Rely upon it, all this excessive haste is calculated to do us a

great deal of harm. I beg you will get the principal at

Oelnitz to enjoin the preacher to observe more moderation in

future, and to begin with making his people thoroughly un-

derstand Jesus Christ; if he will not do this, let him leave ofT

forthwith his absurd preachments and begone. Let him,

above all, absolutely discontinue to prohibit confession, and to

punish those who confess. He is evidently a petulant and

intemperate person, who has seen the smoke rising, but knows

not where the fire is."

As to the mass, ever since 1519, he had treated it as en-

tirely an indifferent matter, with regard to its external forms.

At that time he wrote to Spalatin, " You ask me for a form

of celebrating mass. I entreat you to trouble me no more

about these minutiae; let the conscience be kept quite free on
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the subject. It is by no means a thing of such importance

that, on its account, we should chain down the spirit of liberty

with additional rules, regulations, and traditions; we have

already quite enough of them, and to spare." " If it please

God," he wrote, on November, 1524, " I will abolish the

mass altogether; or at least tiy something else in its stead.
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1 can no longer endure the tricks and machinations of these

three demi-canons against the unity of our church."

" I have at length," he says, on the 2nd December, 1524,

" I have at length induced our canons to consent to the abro-

gation of these masses."

" These two words, mass and sacrament, are as far re-

moved from one another as light and darknessâ€”the devil

and God. May God give to all Christians such a heart that

they may henceforth hold in horror the very word mass, and

when they hear it pronounced, may cross themselves as they

would do at the mention of one of the devil's veriest abomi-

nations."

Towards the close of his life, in 1542, (10th November,)

he writes to Spalatin: "With respect to the elevation of the

host, do what you think fit; I would not have people chained

down by arbitrary rules in indifferent matters; this is what

I have always said, and what I always shall say to those who

weary me about this question."

He was fully impressed, however, with the necessity for

outward worship. Thus he writes on the 11th January,

1531: "Although ceremonies are not necessary to salvation,

yet they produce an effect upon rude and uncultivated minds.

I refer principally to the ceremonies of the mass, which you

may retain, as we here, at Wittemberg, have done." ....

" I condemn no ceremony," he writes on the 14th March,

1526, "which is not contrary to the gospel. We have pre-

served the baptistry and baptism, with this difference, that

in the ceremony we make use of the vernacular tongue. I

permit images in the temple, and the mass is celebrated with

the accustomed rites and in the same costume as formerly;

and here, again, the only difference is, that we sing some

hymns in German, and that the words of consecration are in

German. Indeed, I should not have abolished the Latin

mass at all, or have substituted the vernacular, in celebrating

it, had I not found myself compelled to do so."
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" You are about to organize the church of Koenisberg; I

entreat you, in the name of Christ, to make as few changes as

possible. You have in your neighbourhood several episcopal

towns, and it is not desirable that the ceremonies of our nsw

church should vary in any marked degree from the old ritual.

If you have not already abolished the Latin mass, do not
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abolish it, but merely introduce into it a few German hymas.

If it be abolished, at all events retain the old order and cos-

tumes." (16th July, 1528.)

The most important change to which Luther subjected the

mass was the translating it into the vernacular tongue: " The

mass shall be celebrated in German for the use of the laity,

but the daily service may be in Latin, with the addition of

some German hymns." (28th October, 1525.)

" I am glad to see that the mass is now celebrated in Ger-

many in the German tongue; but for Carlstadt to insist upon

this, as not merely desirable, but as essential, is carrying the

thing too far. He is truly incorrigible; always new laws,

always laying down this as a necessity, and that as a sin; but it

is impossible for a mind constituted like his to proceed other-

wise. I would gladly have the mass in German, and I am

endeavouring to effect this object; but, at the same time, I

would have it carried out in a truly German spirit, and as-

sume a truly German air; merely to translate the Latin text,

preserving the old tone and measure, might, in strictness,

answer the purpose, but this is a compromise which in itself

does not sound well to the ear, and does not satisfy my mind.

I would have the whole thing, text and notes, accent and

action, an emanation of our own tongue, suited to our own

German voices; otherwise it will be mere apeing, grimace,

and commonplace imitation.1

" I desire, rather than promise, to give you a mass in

German, for I do not feel myself capable of a work which

requires at once a high order of mind, and a great know-

ledge of music," (12th November. 1524.)

" I send you back the mass. I suppose I must allow it to

stand as it is, though I don't at all approve of retaining

Latin music for German words. I should much prefer the

adoption of German music," (26th March, 1525.)

" I am .of opinion that it would be well, after the example

of the prophets and of the ancient fathers of the church, to
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compose psalms in German for the use of the people.

With a view to this object, we are seeking poets in every

direction, and, gifted as you are with such elegani and power-

ful eloquence, versed as you are in the German tongue, I

1 Weike, 889.
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would pray you to aid me in my labour, by translating some

psalm on the plan which I myself, as you know, have

adopted. I would have you exclude new words and fine

phraseology. To be understood by the people, we must

speak to them in the simplest and most ordinary language,

though, at the same time, pure and correct; each expression

should be perfectly clear, and as close to the text as possible,"

(1524.)

It was no easy thing to organize the new church. The

ancient hierarchy was broken up, and the principle of the

Reformation being the bringing back all things to the

text of the gospel, it was necessary, in accordance with this

design, to restore to the church the democratic form it wore

in the first ages of Christianity. To this, Luther at first

seemed disposed.

In his De ministris Ecclesice instituendis,1 addressed to the

Bohemians, he says:

" 'Tis a fine invention of the papists, truly, that the priest

is invested with an indelible character, of which no fault he

may commit can deprive him. The priest should be elected

by the suffrages of the people, and afterwards confirmed by

the bishop; that is to say, after the election, the first, the

most venerable among the electors, should lay his hands

upon the elected. Did Christ, the first priest of the New

Testament, did he have need of the tonsure, and all these

mummeries of episcopal ordination ?â€”did his disciples, his

apostles, need them? . . . . All Christians are priests; all

may teach the word of God, may administer baptism, may

consecrate the bread and wine, for has not Christ said: do

this in remembrance of me ? All we who are Christians have

the power of the keys. Christ said to the apostles, who were

the representatives about him of mankind at large: Verily,

verily, I say unto you, whatsoever you shall bind on earth

shall be bound in heaven

" The names to be borne by the priests are respectively
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those of minister, deacon, bishop (overlooker), dispenser.2 If

the minister ceases to be faithful to his trust, he should bo

deposed; his brethren may excommunicate him. and put

another minister in his place. The first office in the church

See Appendix XVUI. ' Appendix XIX.
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is that of preaching. Jesus Christ and Paul preached, but

did' not baptize.1 (1523.)

He did not, as we have seen, desire that all the churcbea

should be subjected to one unvarying rule. " It is not my

opinion," (he writes, 12th Nov. i524,) " that the whole of

Garmany should have our Wittemberg regulations enforced

upon it." And again : "lam not at all clear that it will

be judicious for our people to hold a council to establish

a uniformity of ceremonies; however good the intention

may be, these things have an ill effect, as has been proved in

the case of all the councils of the church, from the very

beginning. Even in the councils of the apostles, they dis-

cussed works and traditions more than faith; and in all the

subsequent councils there has been no mention made of faith,

but always opinions and questions; so that at last the very

name of council has become as much a matter of distrust and

odium as the name of free-will. Unless our church wishes

to resemble the other in some of its worst features, why seek

to impose obligations on our people in matters of form, by

decrees of councils, which soon become fixed laws, and nets

wherein to catch men's souls." (12th Nov. 1524.)

There was, however, he felt, a point beyond which the

liberty he advocated as a general principle might be going

too far, so as to involve the Reformation in a host of abuses :

" I have read your ordination, my dear Hausmann," he writes

on the 21st March, 1534, " but I think it would be well not

to publish it. 1 have, for a long time past, regretted much

that I have done; since every one of our leading men has

taken it into his head to propose reforms of his own, the

number and variety of ceremonies have increased to an infinite

extent, so that ere long we shall exceed' in dimensions even

the great ocean of papal formulas."

In order to give something like uniformity to the ceremonies

of the new church, the leaders instituted annual visitations,

which were carried into effect throughout the whole of

Generated on 2013-02-20 02:05 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015021556645
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-google

Saxony. The duty of the visitors was to make inquiries

into the life and doctrines of the various pastors, to guide

aright the faith of those who gave indications of wandering

from the true faith, and to expel from the priesthood those

i Op. Lat. ii. 304.
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whose moral conduct was liable to animadversion. These

visitors were appointed by the elector, on the nomination of

Luther, who, having now fixed his residence at Wittemberg,

formed, with Jonas, Melancthon, and some other theologians,

a sort of central committee for the direction of all the eccle-

siastical affairs of the new church.1 Here is one of their

official communications:

" The parishioners of Winsheim have requested our

illustrious prince to permit you to come and preside over

their church; upon our advice he has rejected their applica-

tion. He is ready, however, to allow you to return to your

own district, if, on consideration, we shall deem you worthy

of that ministry. (Nov. 1531.)

" Signed, Luther, Jonas, Melancthon."

Among Luther's letters, we find a great number of these

missives, signed by him and other protectant chiefs.

In his letter to the council of Stettin, 12th Jan. 1523, he

decides that the canons are compellable to share with the

citizens the burden of public offices. He had, naturally,

frequent applications made to him by persons desirous of

a living in the reformed church. " Be not uneasy about

getting a parish," he writes to some one on the 16th of Dec.

1530; "there is a great deficiency of faithful pastors; so

that we are obliged to ordain and institute ministers in a

peculiar way, without tonsure, without unction, without mitre

or staff, without gloves or incense; in a word, sad to say,

without bishops." (16th Dec. 1530.)

In 1531, we find the inhabitants of Riga and prince Albert

of Prussia commissioning Luther to send them ministers of

the new faith; and in April, 1539, Gustavus I., king of

Sweden, applied to him for a preceptor to the young heir to

his crown.2

Although Luther was invested with no rank or title, ex-

pressly placing him in authority over the other pastors of his

church, we find him exercising a sort of supremacy and con-
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trol : " Here," he writes in July, 1532, "here are fresh com-

plaints against you and Frezhans, on account of your having

excommunicated some barber; I do not wish to decide be-

See Appendix XX. * Seokendorf, ii. 100.
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tween him and you, but I should be glad of your informing

me, what is the meaning of this excommunication."

" We cannot refuse the communion to any one," he writes

in June 1533; "to attempt giving religious excommunica-

tion all the effect and power of political excommunication,

would be merely to render ourselves ridiculous by essaying

that which is opposed to the spirit of the age, and which is

altogether beyond our strength. The civil magistrate and

his functions should be kept quite apart from all those

matters." Excommunication, however, was a weapon which

he occasionally found it convenient to make use of. For

instance, a tradesman of Winemberjr having bought a bouse

for thirty florins, sought, alter making some trifling repairs,

to sell it again for four hundred. Luther's sense of tail'

dealing was shocked at the transaction: " If the man persists

in this monstrous bargain," he says, " I will excommunicate

him. Truly, excommunication must be had recourse to, in

such extreme cases as this, if we can make no other remedy

effectual."' Mention having been made of an idea of re-

establishing consistories, the advocate, Christian Bruck, said

to Lutherâ€”" the nobles and the merchant are afraid that,

after having done with the peasantry, you will be coming

about their ears." " Lawyer," replied Luther, " keep to

your law, and to what concerns external order." In 1538,

on hearing that an inhabitant of Wittemberg openly ex-

pressed his contempt for God, the Holy Word, and His

servants, Luther sent two of his chaplains to menace him

with his displeasure, if he did not amend his conduct. Some

time after this, we find him interdicting the sacrament to a

nobleman who had been guilty of usury.

One of the points which gave the greatest disquietude to

the Reformer was the abolition of monastic vows. In 1522,

he sent forth an exhortation on this subject to the four

mendicant orders. The Augustines, in the month of March,

the Carthusians in August, declared energetically in his
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favour.

To the lieutenants of his imperial majesty at Nurem-

berg, he writes, in August, 1523: " It is inconsistent with

the nature of God to require vows which it is impossible for

1 Tischreden, 176
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human nature to keep. . . Dear lords, we implore you to

unbend in this matter. You know not what horrible and

infamous cruelties the devil exercises in convents; render

not yourselves accomplices in his wickedness, charge not

your consciences with his guilt. If my bitterest enemies

knew that which I learn every day from all the countries

about usâ€”ah, I am sure they would at once assist me in

overthrowing the convents! You compel me to cry out

louder than 1 otherwise would. Give way, I entreat you,

er<: these scandals burst forth more scandalously than they

need to do.

" The general order of the Carthusians, as to the liberty to

be given to the monks to leave theL" convents and throw aside

i.!:j monastic habit, pleases me very much, and I shall publish

it The example of" so considerable an order will greatly aid

us and give a most valuable sanction to our decisions."

(20 Aug. 1522.) He was all the while, however, desirous

that the change should be effected with the least possible con-

fusion, and so as to involve his followers in the least possible

discredit with the world at large. He writes thus to John

Lange : " Your quitting your monastery was not, doubtless,

without good reasons ; but I should have preferred your

doing it so as to have raised your conduct above all suspicion ;

I do not condemn the liberty to quit monasteries, but I am

most anxious that our adversaries should have no loop-hole

through which to make a calumnious suggestion against those

who avail themselves of this liberty."

It was to little purpose that he recommended that all con-

fusion and violence should be avoided; his influence over

the progress of the Reformation daily escaped more and more

from his grasp, as its sphere grew daily more and more

extended. At Erfurt, in 1521, the houses of several priests

had been violently entered, and he had bitterly complained

of the outrage ; in 1522, in the Low Countries, matters

were carried still further: " You have heard, I suppose, what
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has occurred at Antwerp, how the women went in a body and

took Henry Zutphen forcibly from his convent, where the

superior kept him confined to his cell. The other brethren

who had embraced our principles have since been imprisoned

in various places: some of them, having denied Christ, have

been restored to favour, but the rest who are true to us, are
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still in prison. The new doctrines, however, had made such

way in the convent, that the Romanist authorities have

directed the furniture to be sold off, and the church to be

closed as well as the convent; in fact, it is to be pulled down

very shortly. The Host has been transferred to the church

of the Holy Virgin, with an emphasis of pomp, a marked dis-

play, as though it were being rescued from a place tainted

with heresy, beyond redemption. Many of the citizens, men

and women, have been tortured and otherwise punished.

Henry himself was on his way to us, but on arriving at

Bremen he was induced, at the solicitation of the people, and a

consequent order of the council, to stop there and teach the

word, to the great indignation of the bishop. The people in

all directions are animated with an earnest desire for the pro-

pagation of the truth, and admirable zeal in that object; some

persons here have established an agency which procures all

the books published at Wittemberg, as soon as they appear.

Henry himself was desirous of having his letter of licence

direct from you personally, but he could not communicate

with you in time enough for that, so we gave him the letter

in your name, under the seal of our prior." (19 December,

1522.)

All the A.ugustines of Wittemberg having one after the

other quitted the convent, the prior gave up the building

itself into the hands of the elector; and Luther himself at

length threw aside the monastic robe. On the 19th October,

1524, he appeared in public, in a gown similar to that which

preachers still wear in Germany ; it was the elector who had

given him the cloth for it.

His example encouraged a still greater number of monks

and nuns to quit their convents. The latter thus suddenly

emerging from the quiet cloister, and feeling themselves

utterly embarrassed in a world of which they knew nothing,

hastened to seek advice and assistance from him whose glow-

ing words had caused them to leave the solitude of the mo
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nastery.

" 1 yesterday," he writes, on the 8th April, 1523, " received

here nine nuns who had emancipated themselves from their

captivity in the monastery of Nimpschen; amongst them were

Staupitza, and two other women of the family of Zcschau.

"I greatly commiserate these poor girls, and still mora
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those others who still remain in their convents, undergoing a

slow death from that cursed and incestuous chastity. 'Tis a

monstrous thing; that sexâ€”so feeble, so dependentâ€”is united

with our sex by the voice of nature, by the voice of God him-

self; if it be separated from us, it perishes. Oh cruel, oh

tyrannical parents! . . . You ask me what I shall do with

these girls i in the first place, I shall intimate to their rela-

tions my desire that they may be permitted to return home;

if this be refused, I will take care that they shall obtain an

asylum elsewhere. Their names are:â€”Magdalen Staupitz,

Elsa Yon Kanitz, Ava Grossin, Ava Schonfeldt, and her

sister Margaret Schonfeldt, Laneta Van Golis, Margaret

Zcschau, and Catherine Bora. The way in which they

escaped was perfectly astonishing . . . Pray beg some money

for me of your rich courtiers to enable me to keep these poor

girls for a week or a fortnight, until I can send them home,

or to those friends who have promised to receive them in the

event of their being rejected by their parents." (10th April,

1523.)

" They call me ravisher; if so, I am a blessed ravisher, like

Christ, who was also a ravisher in this world, when by his

death he wrested from the prince of the earth his arms and

his riches, and led him away captive.

" Anne Craswytzinne, escaped from her bonds at Leusselitz;

is come to live with us. She has married John Sheydewyndt,

and desires me to salute you with all friendship in her own

name and that of three other emancipated nuns, Barba

Rockenberg, Catherine Taubenheim, and Margaret Hirstorf.

(11 January, 1525.)1

" My dear Spalatin, I am astonished at your sending back

the woman to me, since you are so well acquainted with my

handwriting. The reason which you assign for the proceed-

ing, that my letter was not signed, is no reason at all

Entreat the elector to give us ten florins, and some dresses,

new or old, or anything else he may please, for the support
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of these poor virgins in spite of themselves." (22nd April,

1623.)

Leonard Koope, a considerable citizen of Torgau, had

taken an active part in enabling the nine nuns just men-

1 Sec Appendix XXI.
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tioncd to escape from their convent. On the 10th April,

1-522, he received a letter from Luther, warmly approving of

what he had done, and exhorting him not to allow himself to

be intimidated by the outcries of the Romanists: " You

have done a good work; and would to God we could release,

in the same way, the many thousand other souls, whom the

pope still holds captive.... The word of God, however,

thanks be to his name, is now come forth into the world, and

not imprisoned in convents."

On the 18th June, 1523, he wrote a letter of consolation to

three young ladies, whom duke Henry, son of duke George,

had expelled from his court, for having read the works of

Luther: " Bless those who curse you; pray for those who

despitefully use you. Dear friends, you are unhappily but too

amply revenged for the injustice which has been committed

towards you. We must pity these furious creatures, the.-e

mad men, who, in their blind rage, see not that they are

destroying their own souls in seeking to injure you."

" You are, doubtless, aware that the duchess of Montsberg

has escaped, almost by a miracle, from the convent of Frey-

burg. She is now in my house, with two other girls, Margaret

Volckmerin, daughter of a citizen of Leipsig, and Dorothea,

daughter of a citizen of Freyburg." (20th October, 1528.)

" The unfortunate Elizabeth Von Eeinsberg, who was ex-

pelled from the seminary of Altenberg, having now nothing

to live upon, has addressed herself to me. The prince, in

answer to her plaint, having referred her to the sequestration

commissioners, she has asked me to solicit your mediation

with them in her behalf." (March, 1533.)

" That young girl of Altenberg I told you of, whose old

father and mother were dragged away prisoners from their

house, has sent to me, soliciting advice and assistance. What

I can do for her in the matter, God knows!" (14th July,

1533.)

Various expressions which Luther lets fall, give us reason
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to suppose that his humanity was frequently abused by the

women who flocked round him at this period, some of whom,

it would seem, were mere impostors. " What expenses have

I not been put to in supporting, for a greater or less period,

the women who have escaped from convents; and truly, many

of them were no nuns at all, but mere strumpets of various

L
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grades, high and low." (24th August, 1535.) These morti-

fying deceptions had the effect, at an early period, of modify-

ing Luther's views with reference to the suppression of

convents.

In a letter addressed to the parish Leisnick, in 1523, he

advises them to take no violent steps for putting down their

convent, but rather to allow it gradually to grow into desue-

tude by receiving no more novices. "As no one," he con-

tinues, " should have compulsion put upon him in matters of

faith, we ought not to expel or ill use those who wish to

remain in the convents, whether by reason of their advanced

age, their lova of idleness and good living, or from con-

scientious motives. Let us leave them where they are if they

so uesire it, for the gospel teaches us to do good even to the un-

worthy; and we must always bear in mind, in these cases, that

the persons in question entered the monastic state blinded by

the common error, and that they have learned no business by

which they may earn their livelihood The property of the

convents should be applied in the following manner: first,

as I have said, to the support of those who remain in them;

then we ought to give a certain sum to those who leave (even

though they contributed nothing on their entrance), so that

they may be enabled to enter upon some sort of business, for

it is very likely that many of them, while they were in the

convents, may have learnt some handicraft. As to those who

brought money with them, it is just that the greater part, if

not the whole of it, should be returned to them. What re-

mains after these disbursements should be put into a common

chest as a fund for the assistance of the poor, in the shape of

loans or free gifts, according to circumstances. In this way, we

shall, at least, fulfil the intention of the founders, who, though

seduced by monkish trickstering to leave their property in

general terms to the convents, designed that it should be

consecrated to the true honour and worship of God. Now,

there is no truer or finer worship of God than the Christian
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charity which cometh to the assistance of the poor, as Jesus

Christ himself will attest in the last day, according to his

word given to us in the 25th chapter of St. Matthew. If,

however among the heirs of the founders there should

be found any who are in want, it will be just and most con.
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formable with true charity to restore to them a portion of the

property, and even the whole, if it be necessary, it not having

been, or, at all events, it not having rightfully been the in-

tention of their fathers to take away the bread from their

children's mouths, and to give it to strangers... .You will,

perhaps, object that I shall, in this way, make the hole too

targe, and that nothing will be left, or very little, for the

common chest I spoke of; there will be no end, say you, of

people coming and pretending that they are entitled to this,

that, and the other. But, as I told you before, this must be

a work of charity and equity. Let every one examine his

own conscience, and ascertain how much he shall honestly

require for his honest wants, and how much, as far as he is

concerned, he can leave to the common chest; then let each

parochial community consider the various estimates of its

members, weigh all the circumstances fairly, act honestly

upon them, and, depend upon it, everything will go on well.

Even though the cupidity of a few individuals should find

its advantage in this arrangement, still that would be far

better than the pillaging and disorder we have witnessed

in Bohemia.1 I would not advise persons advanced in

age to quit the cloister, because returning helpless to the

world, they must necessarily become a charge to other people,

and would scarcely meet, in these uncharitable days, with

the care and attention to which their age is entitled.

" In the interior of the monastery they are a burden to no

one, they are under no necessity of recurring to the more than

doubtful kindness of strangers; and, moreover, they are in a

position to do a great deal in aid of the spiritual salvation of

their neighbours, which, were they in the world, it would be

difficultâ€”nay, I will say, impossible for them to do.''

At the end of his letter, Luther encourages a particulai

monk to remain where he is : "I myself lived in a monaster)

some years; I should have lived there longer; I should be there

now, had my brethren and the state of the monastery permitted
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it." (28th February, 1528.)

Some nuns had written to doctor Martin Luther from a

place in the Low Countries, recommending themselves to his

1 Werke, ix. 530.

l2
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prayers. They were pious. God-fearing virgins, who supported

themselves with the labour of their hands, and lived together

in peaceful union. The doctor conceived a warm esteem for

them: " We should leave poor nuns like these," he says, " to

live on after their own fashion. And the case is the same

with the Feldkloster, which were founded by princes and

other great nobles for the reception of persons of their own

class. But as to the mendicant orders, that is quite another

thing ; it is of their monasteries I spake just now, as places

whence we may derive many able men for the discharge of

important public offices, both in church and in state."

At this period of the life of Luther (1520-1528), he was

absolutely overwhelmed with business, and he was no longer

sustained as heretofore by the heat of contest, and the ex-

citement of danger: " I implore you," he writes to Spalatin,

" to come to my relief; I am so crushed under the weight

of other people's affairs, that it makes my life a burden to

me;" and he subscribes himself Martinus Lutherus, Aulicus

extra aulam et invitus. " I am head over ears in businessâ€”

visitor, reader, preacher, author, auditor, actor, runner,

debater, and what not."1 (29th Oct. 1528.)

And truly the carrying out the reformation of parishes,

the establishing a uniformity of ceremonies, the drawing up

the great catechism, replies to the newly appointed pastors,

letters to the elector, whose consent it was necessary to

obtain for each petty innovationâ€”all this involved a great

deal of labour and a great deal of vexation. And, mean-

time, Luther's adversaries left him not a moment of repose.

Erasmus published against him his formidable book, De

libero Arbitrio, to which Luther did not reply until 1525.

Even the Reformation itself seemed to turn round on the

Reformer. His old friend Carlstadt2 had run in the path

whereon Luther only walked. It was principally, indeed,

to check him in his too rapid and violent innovations, that

Luther so hastily quitted the castle of .VVartburg; it was no
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longer religious authority alone that was in question; tho

civil authority itself was now about to be made matter ot

debate. Behind Carlstadt was seen Munzer;3 behind the sacra-

lnentarians and the iconoclasts, there appeared in the distance

' See Appendix XXII. * lb. XXIII. â€¢ lb. XXTV.
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the revolt of the peasants ajacquerie—a servile war more
comprehensive in its plans, more levelling in its objects, and
not less bloody in its progress than the servile wars of
antiquity.
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